ARLINGTON HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION


The Arlington Human Rights Commission (AHRC) was created by Town Meeting in 1993 to advance issues related to the fair and equal treatment of individuals and to create a mechanism for addressing complaints arising out of these issues.  The mission of the AHRC is to work individually and collaboratively with other groups in our community to celebrate the ever-changing tapestry of our town, and to emphasize, through educational outreach, the danger of intolerance at every level. The Town Manager, School Committee, and the Town Moderator have appointing authority for thirteen members of the commission.


The AHRC began the year by electing Bill Shea as chairperson.  Nick Minton was elected to serve as vice chair.  Mary Ann Sullivan served as staff assistant during the first part of the year.  Marylynn Carnell served as staff assistant in the latter part of the year.    
In January 2004, the AHRC took a position supporting the Supreme Judicial Court’s historic decision in Goodridge v. Dept. of Public Health which held that same-sex couples have the right to marry in Massachusetts.  In January and February, the Commission wrote and published two articles in the Arlington Advocate concerning same-sex marriage.  The first provided a detailed explanation of the Goodridge decision and the second featured Arlington couples who would be affected by the decision.  


The AHRC continued its Arlington Dialogue series this year by hosting two events.  In March, the Commission hosted a community dialogue “In Support of Gay Marriage,” a moderated panel discussion that included community members, clergy and an attorney who worked on the Goodridge case.  In October, the AHRC hosted a “Meet the Candidates” event in which the candidates for the Seventh Congressional District race were invited to share their positions on various human rights issues.


In the Spring 2004, the AHRC reached out to Arlington’s Metco program by inviting the Metco Coordinator to attend a meeting.  Following the meeting, several Commissioners attended the June meeting of Arlington Metco parents that was held in the Dimmick Community Center in Dorchester.


In an effort to increase visibility and awareness, the AHRC once again staffed a booth at Town Day in September, distributing informational brochures and answering questions.  The AHRC also worked to increase visibility by including a one page pamphlet in the annual Town Census.  In addition to providing information about the AHRC, the pamphlet included a one page questionnaire to help the AHRC assess areas that may need to be addressed in its work.  The AHRC is currently analyzing the results of that questionnaire.


At Town Day, the AHRC raffled gift certificates to many restaurants in town.  Proceeds of the raffle will be directed to help fund educational programs in the Arlington public schools that are related to the AHRC’s mission. The AHRC also contributed to the town’s Martin Luther King Birthday Celebration.


The AHRC continues to maintain records of hate crimes and incidents and work in cooperation with the Police Department in order to track the frequency and severity of such events in Arlington.  In 2004, the AHRC met with the Police Chief to address an occurrence of the distribution of hate literature in Arlington in 2004.  The AHRC also met with the Chief to learn the Arlington Police Department’s response to Boston Globe reports of racial profiling in traffic stops throughout Massachusetts cities and towns.    


During the year, one complaint was formally filed with the AHRC, and a team of investigators worked to resolve the matter.   Commissioners also fielded quite a few phone calls and visits from members of the public who were concerned about violations of their human rights but who ultimately did not file a formal complaint with the AHRC.  


In 2005, the AHRC will continue to focus its efforts on keeping Arlington a safe, welcoming community where all individuals are treated with warmth, mutual respect, and acceptance.  

