
Arlington Recycling Committee 
Minutes of 10/2/14 

 
PRESENT Co-Chair: Juli Brazile; Recycling Coordinator Charlotte Milan, Ellen Callaway, Erika Riddington, 
Lisa Weil, Secretary: Pete Howard 
 
MINUTES of 9/4/14 voted approved as corrected.  Unanimous 
 
COORDINATOR’S REPORT:  Charlotte discussed her monthly report (Ref 1).  She added a small section 
“Imagine…” showing that a 25% food waste diversion would satisfy our diversion goal for 2020 based on 
FY2014 figures.  She will add a predicted bar fo the summary chart.  She also formalized her 8 priorities for 
FY2015 and reported actions taken on each entry.  She added 2 new entries to last month’s list:  Monitor 
dumpsters & Organics awareness. 
 
Charlotte reported that Salem has 1500 HHs signed up for food scrap plus recycling.  This is a town wide pilot 
program funded by a DEP grant.  The hauler is Black Earth & the destination is a particular farm.  Residents 
will have access to the resulting compost.  Cambridge also has a pilot but it is limited to a few neighborhoods.  
Newton had a program planned but the mayor decided not to roll it out. 
 
Charlotte is preparing to define rigid plastic for CCD.  Ref 2 are preliminary drafts. 
 
TOWN DAY 9/13:  Charlotte’s recycling setup attracted many people and would be worth repeating.  The 
DPW/ARC booth was busy as always.  Nearly all visitors accepted the 8.5x5.5 CCD handout.  This seems to 
be an effective outreach effort.  A volunteer engaging the public at the recycling bins might be effective.  The 
Rethink Recycling handout was not available.  Charlotte hope to get on the Town Day Committee to influence 
matters of interest to us. 
 
BUSINESS RECYCLING: Juli reported that she met with Health & Human Services Director Christine 
Bongiorno.  Juli will prepare a simple survey that Christine will include in the annual license renewal letter sent 
to the haulers.  The letter is scheduled to be mailed mid-November.  There is a spreadsheet with the results of 
last year’s survey of Arlington businesses posted as a google doc; she can share it with anyone who is 
interested. 
 
RECYCLING ART SHOW:  Juli asked Patsy Kraemer if we can reserve the gallery on the 2nd floor of Town Hall 
in April & May. The date should work, but Juli & Ellen need to meet with Patsy and show art samples to confirm 
details and lock in the show.  Ellen is making plans.  Photos will need captions. 
 
VISIT TO E L HARVEY:  Ellen spent 2 days photographing the recycling sorting facility.  The personnel were 
welcoming and helpful.  No other facility was interested in being photographed. 
 
COOKING OIL:  Ellen discovered that Zocalo restaurant gladly accepted her oil for recycling. 
 
PROMOTIONAL IDEAS:  Juli to make final edits to food waste article.  Larry is doing an article on rigid plastic.  
Erika is considering an article on product life cycle issues. 
 
QUESTION 2 BOTTLE BILL:  Lisa asked for volunteers & support. Juli did not take a vote because the topic 
was not on the agenda.  Lisa said that the main argument against the question - that an expanded bill is not 
needed because residents can use curbside recycling for non-carbonated beverage bottles – is invalid 
because many residents do not have access to this service.  In addition, many people need an incentive to not 
discard bottles in public places. 
 
NEXT MEETING 11/6/14 – Meetings held 1st Thursday monthly at 7:30 PM in Town Hall Annex 1st Floor 
 
Ref 1 Coordinator’s Report 
Ref 2 Draft rigid plastic definitions for CCD 
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