
 

 
Arlington Recycling Committee 

Minutes of 2/4/16 
 
PRESENT  
Members: Co-Chair Juli Brazile, Co-Chair Gordon Jamieson, Recycling Coordinator Charlotte Milan, Ellen Callaway, 
Susan Stamps, Larry Slotnick, Karen Einstein 
Residents: Yingzi Yang, Paul Goldberg, Pete Howard 
 
MINUTES of 1/7/16 approved. 
 
COORDINATOR’S REPORT:  Charlotte, using a handout (Ref 1), reviewed the recent solid waste tonnage.  Despite 
heavy rain, the January Recycling Center quantities were similar to December.  Many cars brought Xmas trees.  
Charlotte’s checks of curbside HH barrels have found that 68% put out 1 barrel.  Survey results predicted more.  She 
reviewed the outreach and education efforts underway or planned. 
 
COMPOSTING PILOT: Susan has drafted an article she will post on the A-List urging neighborhood group composting.  
 
BUSINESS RECYCLING:  Susan has the hauler survey returns but has not received the customer lists provided by each 
hauler.  She has requested this missing info.   Juli provided a revised copy of the 2nd business survey and her cover letter 
to the CoC (Ref 2).  Yingzi has updated the online version.  Juli will send the survey to the Chamber this month. 
 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP PROPOSAL:  Juli discussed w/ Town Counsel.  He pointed out that associate members 
should not assume that they would automatically be appointed when an opening happens.  Gordon will find out how this 
idea is working on other committees. 
 
NEW DIVERSION PROGRAMS: 
 Bulky waste curbside collection:  DPW is considering a $5 charge. 
 Mattress Recycling:  Mattresses would be included in bulky waste fee program. 
 Local plastic bag restriction:  DPW has authorized Charlotte to sticker and reject recycling that contains plastic 
bags curbside. It is a huge contamination problem. We discussed what we can do short of a ban, which can’t happen until 
next year’s Town Meeting. Larry will try to find out what Stop&Shop and Whole Foods do with the bags they collect.  
Charlotte is watching the ban in Cambridge & Somerville. Charlotte will contact CVS and Walgreen’s to find out if they can 
also collect bags for recycling in their stores. If so, we can update the website and spread the word. Gordon suggested 
the final part of a campaign around plastic bags is an article pushing reusable bags around Earth Day in April. 
 
TOWN HALL DISPLAY:  Juli confirmed that the display cases in the lobby will be available for 4/1-5/15 during Town 
Meeting.  The group discussed what the theme should be.  There was agreement that the displays should illustrate 
Recycle Right (curbside), Composting, and Contamination and should have some info on the Recycling Center and 
Collection Day drop-off dates and materials.   
 
PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES:  
 Advocate:  Paul presented a list of Q&As (Ref 3).   The group recommended that these ideas be presented to the 
editor with a request 1 or 2 be published under a title “Recycle Right” each week, perhaps alternating w/ some of our 
previous articles.  Gordon to try to track down the recycling tips of some years ago for possible reuse.  If we commit to a 
12 week program, we need quite a few items ready to go when we start. 
 FaceBook: Charlotte said Town PI Officer has a concern that a DPW recycling page could draw users away from 
the Town’s Facebook. Given that concern and the realities of our volunteer time, we may not be for Facebook.  Our 
Recycle Right tidbits can be included in the Town’s Facebook feed. 
 ACMI:  Charlotte is preparing a Recycle Right video to be available in March. 
 
NEXT MEETING 3/3/16 - Meetings held 1st Thursday monthly at 7:30 PM in Town Hall Annex 1st Floor 
 
Ref 1 Coordinator’s Report 
Ref 2 Letter to CoC & revised survey 
Ref 3 Recycling Q&As 
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