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Zero Waste Arlington
April 2023 MeetingMinutes


Date: 4/27/23
Time: 7pm
Location: Online Zoom Meeting

Attendees: Sarah Kmetz, Scott Mullen, Jim Ballin, Amy Speare, Emily Dertz, Jennifer Campbell, Larry Slotnik, Margie Bell, Paul Goldberg, Julie Benyo
	
Minutes

1. Reviewed and approved February and March 2023 ZWA meeting minutes. Only 4 members from the February meeting were in attendance to approve those minutes.
2. Resources and Connection Fair
a. Diversity Equity and Inclusion (DEI) resource fair for residents to meet and connect with various departments in town
b. Charlotte reserved a table for Zero Waste
c. Amy & Priya will coordinate what to display and hand out
3. Plastics Reduction Subcommittee Update
a. AOT (Arlington On Tap)
i. Hurd Field installation is complete
1. waiting for water to be turned on
2. publicity opportunity ideas - video of filling a water bottle, invite Town leaders? invite media?
ii. CDBG grant for refill station - decided we’re not in scope
iii. Realtor on corner in Arlington Center with refill station that is broken
1. Larry reached out to owner, working on getting unit started up for the spring
2. ZWA invited to create signage - Larry working on it
b. NPP (No Plastic Please)
i. Officially launched April 25 with 6 initial restaurants (Roasted Granola, Szechuan Dumpling, Heights Pub, Noodle Market, Punjab, Za)
ii. Emily talking to Beth Locke at Chamber of Commerce
1. Emily will send something for her to include NPP in newsletter to members, Amy will help
2. Beth is excited about NPP, but noted that restaurants are not very engaged with Chamber of Commerce
iii. ACMi
1. Jeff Barnd
a. will include NPP in Thurs 4/27 newscast
b. wants to interview someone on camera to talk about NPP, will air next Thursday
c. Amy & Emily will touch base and plan
2. James Milan
a. Wants to do a 30 minute Talk of the Town with 50% focus on NPP and rest on what other initiatives ZWA is doing
b. Would like to invite NPP restaurant - Emily/Margie will contact Heights Pub
c. Could include single-use plastic water bottle ban, Arlington on Tap, textile recycling, webinar series replays, or whatever else we want to highlight
d. Amy & Sarah will work together to propose topics and speakers
e. Amy will coordinate with James
4. Website - communications subcommittee update
a. Arlington on the Go theme April - June with lots of blogs
i. No Plastic Please campaign background (Emily)
ii. On the Go low waste tips (Amy)
iii. Compostables are not the answer (Margie)
iv. The problem with cardboard water boxes (Jennifer)
v. The issues with black plastic (Amy)
vi. Arlington on Tap (Jim)
b. Paul has drafted Producer Responsibility overview blog
5. Legislative subcommittee - discussion on legislative priorities
a. subcommittee hasn’t had chance to get together recently
b. Paul attended Mass Product Stewardship Council phone call
i. They are focusing their advocacy efforts on paint and mattresses producer responsibility because they don’t feel bills on plastic will pass right now.
ii. MA and NH are the only NE states with no extended producer responsibility about paint. Paint industry in support of it.
iii. MPSC abandoned the idea of coalition building because the Sierra Club, Conservation Law Foundation, etc. are more interested in the big picture, rather than what can actually get passed.
iv. Recommends our own legislators get on board, we prepare testimony
v. Paint EPR will save MA $2M, plastic multi times savings more so the stakes are much bigger
c. Mully - doing a lot of fact finding now, getting ZWA name out there, given our limited time and resources - what do we really want to focus on?
d. Charlotte & Jim - we should ask Caucus why not pushing for plastic producer responsibility
e. Need to prepare for Town Meeting Resolution #64 presentation
i. Mully has slides from Select Board presentation
ii. TM annotated warrant has old language - Charlotte will send updated content to Doug Heim and Greg Christiana
iii. ZWA TMMs will meet during break at TM on 5/1
6. Next webinar topic
a. April 13 Food Waste Webinar
i. 28 attendees, 66 registrants, 42% attendance
ii. Lower than hoped - a lot going on that week
iii. In the process of putting the presentation on the website, etc.
b. Will pick up planning for part 2 of Food Waste webinar June-ish
7. Recycling Coordinator update
a. EcoFest going on until May 13 - lots going on!
b. Charlotte will give an ACE class “How to shed your stuff the green way” - will probably be a perennial topic 
c. Town Day
i. Margie and Charlotte working to pilot Recirclable as reusable containers at Town Day. Waiting to hear from the Town Day Committee.
ii. Jennifer - we reserved the MWRA refillable water truck for Town Day, need to check status of where to locate
8. Miscellaneous topics
a. June 10 Heights event - find ZWA members to attend
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