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Clean Energy Future Committee  

 
 
 

Date: June 21, 2024 
Time: 8:15 – 9:30 a.m. 
Hybrid Format Meeting 
 
Minutes 
 
Attendance: 

• Members Remote: Aimee Graeber, James Feeney (left at 9:12am, Marc Breslow 
(joined at 8:34am), Pasi Miettinen (left meeting at 9am) 

• Members In-person: David Morgan, Eric Helmuth, Ryan Katofsky (as Chair), 
Talia Fox 

• Members Absent: Amos Meeks, John Alessi, Jim DeTullio, Nellie Aikenhead, 
Shelly Dein 

• Also attending: Eugene Benson, Jo Almond, Pat Hanlon 
 
R. Katofsky convened the meeting at 8:21 am.  
 
• Virtual Meeting Reminders 

• If there is a technical failure, we will try to relaunch the meeting three times. 
• If we are unable to relaunch and there are more than 20 minutes left in the 

meeting, the CEFC will reconvene the following Friday. 
• If there are fewer than 20 minutes left, the CEFC will carry the remaining 

agenda items forward to the next meeting. 
 
• Review and Approve 4/19/2024 Meeting Minutes  

• April Meeting notes, correction for spelling and adding a % to 76 – no 
additional edits suggested.  

• D. Morgan moved to approved notes with edits, P. Miettinen second. E. 
Helmuth abstained.  

 
1. EPA Clean School Bus Grant & bus charging discussion. 

- T. Fox 
Awarded $200,000 through EPA for a third electric bus. Currently the buses have 
to be rotated out between the two current charging stations, at the Ottoson 
Middle School. Feasibility of a bus charging depot at the high school could move 
the buses onto Town land. The power requirements for bus charging could be 
incorporated into feasibility study. A grant through Mass Clean Energy Center 
(MassCEC) may be available that allows funds for charging depots. The 
application has optional letters of support that could strengthen the application, 
CEFC could provide one of those letters. May need to go to Town Meeting with 
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some of the costs. Exploring third party ownership model, but that would give up 
current own and operate model.  

Motion to authorize letter of support, written by CEFC chair, for grant application 
by E. Helmuth, seconded by J. Feeney. Unanimous vote in favor.  

 
 
2. NZAP Reflections 

-T. Fox and R. Katofsky 
Gather input on Net Zero Action Plan as the NZAP approaches the 5-year mark.  

Accomplishments include 

- Electrify Arlington webpage and campaign 
- Specialized Strech Code 
- Began process for review historic buildings guidelines but was not top priority 
- Fossil Fuel Free Bylaw passed 
- Passed Article 30 in 2022 requiring solar panels on certain types of buildings 

The CEFC may be able to support work of bicycle committee better to fulfill 
transportation action items. 

Public electric vehicle charging in east Arlington could help support renters, sometimes 
with limited driveway space. Renters are important, 40% of residents are renters 
according to Arlington census. More public charging along the Mass Ave corridor would 
also support EV adoption. 
 
Energy efficiency of rental units, setting an energy efficiency standard for rental units. 
Rental registry could help with compliance if an energy efficiency standard is set for 
rental units. Some building energy efficiency concerns may be alleviated by 
redevelopment.  
 
Take into consideration policies related to embodied carbon. MassCEC said 42 vendors 
of concrete could not provide carbon impact of the concrete. Phase 2, 3 and 4 of the 
high school used a lower carbon content concrete, which was determined with the 
assistance of a town resident.  
 
How to approach NZAP update? Maybe look at what other towns have done or are 
doing to determine how to incorporate some updates. NZAP action items may change 
to include items left off due to priorities and where the greatest emissions were coming 
from at the time. The Town is not at the right pace to achieve the goal of net zero 
energy and electrification. Cambridge did their own updates, and Somerville did an 
update that was done by a consultant.  

Content of the NZAP so far has been community vetted. Some other suggestions like 
embodied carbon and other newer content might benefit from a wider discussion. 
Community input could also help with public awareness. Equity issues were not 
previously identified or embedded into NZAP.  
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3. Sustainability Updates 
a. Zero Emission Vehicle Policy and Climate Leader Communities 

- T. Fox  
Taking policy to select board on Monday. The policy is required to be 
a Climate Leader Community 

b. Climate Leader Communities 
- T. Fox 

Still have an opportunity to be part of next cohort, application are 
now on a rolling basis. Climate Leader Communities would provide 
access to grants for projects. 

• Confirm Next Meeting Date July 26th 
Discussed next meeting. T. Fox will send out poll for availability in July and 
August to determine next meeting date. One meeting date is usually skipped 
during summer.  

• Other items to discuss 
- Jo Almond with Young Arlington Collaborative (YAC) 

YAC would like to collaborate with CEFC. YAC Arlington is a committee of young 
people advocating for young people’s interests in Arlington. YAC helped pass 
allowing 16-year-olds to vote in Arlington, talk a lot about bike lanes. The YAC talked 
about the NZAP would like to provide input into action plan and get more ambitious 
goals. The group is mainly high school and young adults, meeting once a month on 
zoom. 

 
Quorum was lost at 9:13 am 

 
Submitted by Aimee Graeber 8/20/2024 
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