Clean Energy Future Committee (CEFC)

Date: Friday, December 13, 2024.
Time: 8:15 a.m.
Location: Conducted virtually, on Zoom.
e To register for the Zoom Meeting, visit the calendar event:
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/33569
e After registering via the link in the calendar event, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting.

Members of the public are asked to send written comment to Talia Fox at
tfox@town.arlington.ma.us with a copy to Ryan Katofsky at rkatofsky@town.arlington.ma.us.

*Notice to the Public on meeting privacy*

In the interest of preventing abuse of videoconferencing technology (e.g., “Zoom Bombing”) all

participants, including members of the public, wishing to participate via Zoom must register for

each meeting and will notice multi-step authentication protocols. Please allow additional time to
join the meeting. Further, members of the public who wish to participate without providing their

name may still do so by telephone at 929-436-2866 Meeting ID: 832 4479 5162.

Agenda
e 8:15-8:20am. Roll call and virtual meeting reminders.
o 8:20-8:25am. Review and approve minutes from previous meetings.
e 8:25-8:45am. Warrant articles for 2025 Annual Town Meeting.
a. Energy Revolving Fund.
b. Others for consideration.
e 8:45-9:05am. Gas System Enhancement Plan (GSEP) filing comment letter.
o 9:05-9:15am. NZAP reprioritization next steps.
e 9:15-9:20am. Sustainability Updates & Reminders.
o 9:20-9:25am. Next meeting date.
e 9:25-9:30am. Other items.


https://www.arlingtonma.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/33569
mailto:tfox@town.arlington.ma.us
mailto:rkatofsky@town.arlington.ma.us

ARTICLE ____ BYLAW AMENDMENT/ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND
ELECTRIFICATION REVOLVING FUND

To see if the Town will vote to amend XXXX of the Town Bylaws by adding a new section to
establish and authorize a revolving fund to utilize monies received through state, federal and utility
energy efficiency and electrification rebates, incentives and tax credits to fund future energy
efficiency, renewable energy and electrification projects, as provided for under Massachusetts
General Laws Chapter 44, section 53E1/2; or take any action related thereto.

(Inserted at the request of the Town Manager)



THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES

)
Petition of Boston Gas Company d/b/a National Grid for Approval of its ) D.P.U. 24-GSEP-03
2025 Gas System Enhancement Plan, pursuant to G.L. c. 164, § 145 )
for rates effective May 1, 2025 )

)

COMMENTS OF THE TOWN OF ARLINGTON
L. INTRODUCTION

The Town of Arlington (“Arlington” or “Town”) respectfully submits these Comments in
response to the Notice of Filing and Request for Comments (“Notice”) issued by the Department
of Public Utilities (“Department’) on November 12, 2024, in the above captioned proceeding. In
these Comments the Town encourages the Department to consider the alignment of the Petition
with local and state climate change mitigation goals; encourage serious evaluation of alternatives
to natural gas pipeline replacements, as required by recent state legislation; and emphasize the
Town’s commitments to and progress toward local and state greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
reduction goals.

Arlington has long been a leader in the Commonwealth in deploying energy efficiency
measures, clean energy, and beneficial electrification. In 2010, Arlington was one of the first
municipalities to receive its Green Communities designation. In 2018, the Town joined the
Metropolitan Mayors Coalition in its historic commitment to achieving town-wide net zero
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050, and in 2021, adopted a Net Zero Action Plan (“NZAP”)

charting a path toward that goal. In pursuit of its net zero goal, Arlington applied for and was



accepted into the Municipal Fossil Fuel Free Demonstration Program,' and its Fossil Fuel Free
Bylaw took effect on May 21, 2024, after an overwhelming positive vote at the 2024 fall Special
Town Meeting. In 2022, Arlington launched the Electrify Arlington® campaign to support
residents and businesses in their own decarbonization efforts. The campaign includes free
coaching services, support for navigating financial resources, and educational classes. And in
2024, Arlington adopted a Decarbonization Roadmap for municipal facilities and vehicles in
pursuit of the Department of Energy Resources’ (DOER’s) Climate Leader Community
certification.
IL. COMMENTS

A. GSEP FUNDS SHOULD BE PRIORITIZED FOR NON-PIPELINE

ALTERNATIVES IN ARLINGTON

Per the October 31, 2024, submission to the Department of Public Utilities
(“Department”) of its 2025 gas system enhancement plan (“GSEP”’), Boston Gas Company d/b/a
National Grid (“National Grid” or “Company”) proposes to collect $204,151,379 for the Boston
Gas Division to fund the replacement of aging natural gas pipeline infrastructure. The Town
notes that the Company proposes to spend $14,902,842.07 of these funds to replace pipeline
infrastructure in Arlington. Of the ten sites designated for pipeline replacement, seven are
flagged as candidates for non-pipeline alternatives (NPAs), of which five are located in

environmental justice communities.

" Department of Energy Resources. Municipal Fossil Fuel Free Building Demonstration Program.
Retrieved from https://www.mass.gov/info-details/municipal-fossil-fuel-free-building-demonstration-

program

2 See https://www.arlingtonma.gov/i-want-to/go-green/electrify-arlington



https://www.mass.gov/info-details/municipal-fossil-fuel-free-building-demonstration-program
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/municipal-fossil-fuel-free-building-demonstration-program
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/i-want-to/go-green/electrify-arlington

Arlington’s NZAP, its municipal Decarbonization Roadmap, and guidance for residents
through the Electrify Arlington program all emphasize the importance of leveraging “trigger
events”’—moments in which fossil fuel equipment is scheduled for replacement—to ensure that
electric alternatives are introduced in a cost-effective and logistically feasible manner. The
Company’s GSEP projects in Arlington represent just such trigger points, especially if funds can
be directed to NPAs that support electrification. If the Company instead replaces pipelines like-
for-like where there are opportunities for alternative solutions, it is reinforcing reliance on
natural gas infrastructure for years to come. Moreover, the Company is effectively investing
ratepayer dollars in future stranded assets in communities like Arlington, which are actively
encouraging residents to electrify their buildings to achieve local and state climate change
mitigation goals. Importantly, environmental justice populations that live within these
communities risk being the last to electrify due to financial and other barriers, and may be left
behind to pay for the ongoing cost of pipeline replacement.

Assuming the GSEP projects in Arlington are intended to address leaking or leak prone
pipe, the Company should prioritize NPAs that pursue electrification, particularly in
environmental justice neighborhoods. Furthermore, given the placed-based nature of these
projects, when assessing the feasibility and type of NPAs, the Department should require the
Company to consult actively with the Town so that the Town and its constituents’ input can be
taken into consideration. If, after thorough evaluation, the NPAs supporting electrification are
not possible for reasons such as safety or feasibility, the Town favors repair over replacement to

avoid the risk of stranded assets.



B. THE DEPARTMENT SHOULD ENSURE THAT THE 2024 CLIMATE LAW
IS REFLECTED IN THE GSEP

The Petition in question is technically consistent with the requirements of G.L. c. 164,
§145 in its current form, which permits gas distribution companies to accelerate the replacement
of aging or leaking natural gas infrastructure in the interest of public safety. However, an Act
promoting a clean energy grid, advancing equity, and protecting ratepayers, signed into law on
November 21, 2024, grants the Department additional authority via the GSEP program to
consider the impacts of pipeline infrastructure replacement petitions on the GHG emissions goals
of the Commonwealth. While the Town recognizes that the Petition was filed prior to the official
passage of this law, the Town urges the Department to ensure that the important changes
introduced by this law are reflected in the Company’s final, approved GSEP.

The Town recognizes the challenge of transitioning whole municipal blocks off of gas
infrastructure. The Town’s Electrify Arlington program is dedicated to supporting residents in
navigating the overwhelming array of resources and decisions present in this transition, simply at
the scale of the home. On this point, in order to achieve the Town’s goals, it must accelerate the
home-by-home electrification that Electrify Arlington currently supports. And while the Town’s
participation in the Municipal Fossil Fuel Free Demonstration Program will support
electrification in the event of a major renovation or construction of a new building, the number
of buildings affected by this program (dozens per year) pales in comparison to the number of
buildings that must be electrified (hundreds per year) in order for the Town to meet its climate
goals. Neighborhood scale decarbonization is therefore a crucial and natural next step for the
Electrify Arlington program, and it aligns strongly with the scale of pipeline replacements

1dentified in the NPAs.



C. ARLINGTON IS WELL-POSITIONED AND EAGER TO PILOT
ELECTRIFICATION NPAs

The Town understands that successfully introducing an NPA requires a willing partner.
In addition to the accomplishments noted above, the Town continues to invest resources in
implementation of its NZAP, spearheaded by paid Town staff and volunteer resident experts on
the Clean Energy Future Committee. Alongside the ongoing and active Electrify Arlington
campaign, in 2023, Arlington was awarded grant funding through the HEET Kickstart Grant to
study the feasibility of a networked geothermal system connecting the Thompson Elementary
School and the Arlington Housing Authority’s Menotomy Manor family housing complex
located in East Arlington. The Town would be excited to explore additional pilot projects that
emphasize neighborhood-scale networked geothermal systems or other creative electrification
solutions as NPAs. The same, active, community-based organizations that have supported
outreach on the HEET feasibility study would likely be eager to invest time and resources to
ensure the success of a neighborhood-scale pilot. A pilot in Arlington could also be an important
way to understand and propose solutions to the potential legal and financial challenges
associated with residents transitioning from gas to electric systems in a community with separate
natural gas and electric utilities.

Finally, it is worth noting that with its newest community choice aggregation (“CCA”)
supply contract, Arlington became the first community in the Commonwealth to offer a default
CCA option containing 100% Class I renewable energy. Because the majority of Arlington
ratepayers participate in the default CCA product, electrification projects in Arlington stand to

have larger GHG impacts on the whole compared to similar projects in other communities.



III. CONCLUSION

The Town of Arlington appreciates the opportunity to provide these Comments. As the
Department reviews the Petition in question, the Town respectfully requests that the Department
consider seriously its expanded authority granted by the new climate legislation, as well as the
opportunity of the “trigger events” represented by the GSEP projects. When the Company
addresses leaking and leak-prone pipeline replacements, it should work creatively to prioritize
beneficial electrification, in partnership with willing communities like Arlington, simultaneously
avoiding stranded assets and supporting the Commonwealth’s clean energy and decarbonization

goals.



Date

Implementation Successes
(What's workir

What is the priority

If priority, how can we accelerate progress|
on this action / address implementation
challenges? (E.g., bylaw, program, staff
capacity)

REK: It was noted that MassSave is only piloting.
this. The question is how can we otherwise work to
accelerate building envelope repairs, e.g., can we
make that part of permitting process when
replacing a roof or replacing siding.

Can we develop a case study to help raise
awareness so more people will take advantage of
it?

REK: recommend this be combined with NZB1. It's
now just part of running the Electrify Arlington
program.

REK: when new facilities director is hired, make
sure they get engaged and brought up to speed.

REK: State is already working on v2.(

additional action: advocate for inclusion of FFF
standrds into the Specialized Stretch Code.
REK: connect with Town Counsel on updating.
standard T&Cs in contracts.

Need to add Historical Commission into this scope

ion of fossil fuel free

Question was asked how this is working in practice
in terms of verifyng it is being done, e.g., are the
requirements verified as part of the certificate of
occupancy?

Ask HCA about this?

EC what they need from municipalities to support this?




This is fast developing subject and will surely be major
theme i the next 5 years. Major event this year was
embodied carbon challenge sponsored by Mass CEC. This
will involve consideration at analysis, design, and
procurement levels. First step is to consult with MAPC,

Develop strategies, policies, and procedures Mass CEC, and DOER to see what others are doing at this
r minimizing embodied carbon in public stage. Basically, embodied carbon is on many other actors'
for bodied carb bii lly, embodied carb h 3
NEW XX_|buildings. [Pat Hanlon] agendas, and it should probably be on ours.

Explore collective electrification: programs

for two or more residential buildings (or

maybe just buildings) rather than one by

one. Networked geothermal (see below) is
ple. But there could b

of scale - and of time - in even 2 or 3 houses This item and the one below on grid capacity and
on a block. Objectives would be to promote energy transition planning suggest a need for
electrification via efficiency and also to better communication and coordination with our
allow the pace of electrification to utiities. Both have new planning requirements and
accelerate in a way that makes our net-zero electric utilties have their ESMPs. Can Arlington be
NEW XX_|target more plausible. Not started Note overlap wioth CES4 & CESS a place for them to test out innovative solutions?

Trigger point policy for building permits:
When someone pulls a permit, inform them
o efficiency opportunities and/or require
that certain actions be taken.

Grid capacity questions, coordinating with
utilty around | This may be more of a energy section action
Energy transition planning on block-by-
block basis (data / community engagement
exercise) This may be more of a energy section action
Municipal building decarbonization
financing strategy

Networked geothermal for Town building
complex

TAC, ABAC focused on roadway | Not so focused on micromobility,

infrastructure to support EVs, carshare. Funding is a key
Support full implementation of the Connect No anticipated end date. Decide how better to support /  |biking/walking/transit, safety | challenge. Need more advocacy to CEFC could support more policy (i.e., TOM
High Priority_|zEM 1. _|Avlington plan Ongoing 6/1/2021 John Alessi coordinate with John's work. measures dedicate more funding. | igh priority policies) that advisory committees don't

Capital Planning Committee will not

Expansion is underway at HS and informal plan exists for provide funds for this, have asked
additional schools, library, etc., but no formal plan is in twice. Rebates can fully cover
Create and implement a plan to expand place. Have requested $5k in capital funds for an installations and equipment in some|
public charging at libraries, shopping assessment of viable locations. Have applied for curbside but not alllocations. Ongoing
High Priority _|7EM 2. _|centers, etc, both on- and off-street In startup Talia Fox charging funding. software and warranty costs.
Provide a suite of education and awareness
building services to promote electric vehicle Talia Fox / Lori | Vehicle information added to Electrify Arlington website.
High Priority_|7EM 3. _|adoption Ongoing Kenschaft How much do we build this out?
|Adopt a zero-emission municipal fleet Awarded META grant in fall 2022 for fleet transition
plan/policy (complete transition to zero planning support with Power Options; plan complete!
High Priority |2EM 4. _|emission vehicle purchases by 2030). In progress 6/1/2021 Talia Fox Policy passed at Select Board meeting 6/24/24
Create an action plan to advocate for
Priority ZEM 5. | community transit service needs Ongoing John Alessi

Change parking policies to promote:
efficient use of space, reduce use of single
occupancy vehicles, and promote electric
Priority ZEM6. _|vehicles Ongoing John Alessi

Develop policies and guidelines to promote.
safe use of electric bicycles, scooters, and

Priority zEm 7. |other mi ity technology Ongoing John Alessi
EV charging rate already exists for stations with demands
Advocate for improved utility rate designs exceeding 100kW, for commercial customers. Question
to facilitate smart electric vehicle charging Talia Fox / Ryan  [about status of this for residential side. There will be EV.
Priority ZEM 8. _|and accelerate EV adoption In progress 6/1/2021 Katofsky Charger managed charging program.
Is this a key priority still? If so may need additional
Priority ZEM 9. Promote car sharing. Ongoing capacity
Transportation Demand Management Might be tricky in Arlington because
policy for larger developments (through £.g,, Everett policy example. Plans for developers to put in we don't have so much larger
NEW XX_|zoning?) less parking, subsidize BlueBikes / MBTA comm
Funding for additional staff to support
NEW XX ion planning / engineering
NEW XX
Increase renewable energy in default ACE Ryan Katofsky /| New contract signed for 100% total default, begins Nov
High Priority |CES1. |0 100% by 2030 Completed 1/15/2021| _4/3/2024|Talia Fox 2024
Transition municipal electricity supply to Ryan Katofsky /
High Priority _|CES2. _|100% renewable by 2030 In startup Talia Fox Exploring options for VPPA / RECS
Support state legislation and policies that Ryan Katofsky /
High Priority | CES 3. ize the region's electricity supply _|Ongoing Talia Fox This seems like it's happening...i this stil a priority?
Partner with utilities and others to promote. Awarded HEET Kickstart Grant for networked geo
ilot nei ground Talia Fox / David feasibility study in East Arlington; working on integrated
Priority CES4. __|source heat pump projects In progress 1/29/2024 Morgan energy planning with Gas Leaks Task Force and others
(Advocate for accelerated repair of gas leaks Gas Leaks Task Force, David Morgan actively working on
and phasing-out the natural this; suggestion that wording/action be more specific to
Priority CESS5. __|supply network In progress 7/1/2022 David Morgan _|planning

|Add batteries and other demand flexibility.
NEW XX _|capabilities at town facilities




Other / Cross-Cutting

Waste & recycling actions TBD

Should the updated NZAP have a section that lists out items that are now part of the normal course of business for the Town?

Establish process for getting feedback on the various things we are pursuing. They have both real and perceived costs, and we shold better understnd how peopel are reacting to them. Similarly, the value of 3
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