
 

Zero Waste Arlington Planning Meeting 

November 16, 2024 

 

Attending:   Jennifer, Margie, Amy, Emily, Sarah, Rachel Oliveri, Charlotte, Priya, 
Mully, Jim, Paul 

Meeting called to order at noon. 

Minute taker: Paul 

 

Arlington on Tap next steps – Jim and Jennifer 

There are no monies in 2025 for additional filling stations aside from what has 
already been allocated for Robbins Farm and AHS. 

Jim and Larry will confer with local stakeholders (DPH and Natasha Waden at Rec & 
Community Services) and then decide whether to contact Sean Garbally re 
additional funds, though Jim believes it is not likely there will be additional state 
monies. 

The Town wants to assess how costly it has been to maintain the current filling 
stations in good working order before considering any additional rollouts. 

Larry will contact the Water Dept. to learn dates when water will be turned off and 
on. 

Larry is managing the private filling station at Swan Place; ZWA is paying a prorated 
portion of the water bill as there is no way to discern how much water is being used 
by the owner of the business vs public use of the filling station. 

For Town Day 2025 we plan to again have the water truck present from MWRA, and 
will continue the water bottle giveaway, collected from the Swap Shed and the 
schools. Charlotte suggested It would be valuable to have a ZWA committee 
member on the Town Day planning committee to have input into placement of our 
booths and decisions about trash, reuse, and recycling.  

No Plans for AOT to be a standing subcommittee in 2025. 

 

Comprehensive Hauler Regulation (business recycling)- Charlotte, Jim, Jennifer 



The question is whether the Town should issue a mandate requiring all haulers to 
include recycling with trash collection. 

Enactment would only require the Health Dept. to issue a regulation. 

Unclear how many cities/towns currently have such a regulation; Newton enacted 
one in 2023 and is rolling it out in phases. 

A significant “con” is the increased cost for businesses. Margie indicated that many 
businesses do not have space for both trash and recycling containers. 

This issue is not a 2025 ZWA initiative; it is up to Charlotte to decide if/when to push 
it but is currently low priority. 

 

2025 Warrant Articles- Margie, Emily, Amy 

Focus should shift from ad hoc warrant articles targeting specific commodities to a 
global overview of how to green the Town. 

60% of the restaurants in Town currently are engaged in “Skip the Stuff” but this is a 
relatively small source of waste. 

We will continue to do pilot programs, but they are labor intensive/exhaustive. 

       Proposal is to acquire consulting dollars to generate a Town Zero Waste Plan. This 
plan would determine where the largest sources of waste lie and outline a roadmap to 
decrease Town waste. Estimated cost of such a consultant $30-$50K. Estimated time 
for plan completion is one year. 

Margie noted that one significant source of Town waste that a Town Zero Waste Plan 
might identify is the public school sector, specifically the waste generated by the food 
services. 

Will need to think strategically about how to get funds for a consultant- tie it to the Town 
Net Zero Plan; go through Select Board vs Town Meeting warrant article. 

Charlotte stated there is Town Recycling Dividend money that might be used to pay for 
a consultant. 

We will discuss at our next meeting what would be the most fruitful path forward. 

Amy anticipates that this initiative will require a large investment of time/energy by more 
Committee members than just herself, Margie and Emily. 

Reduce Single Use will continue as a subcommittee in 2025. 

 



Plan to Enhance Residential Composting -Charlotte, Mully, Jim 

2400 households are using private composting services; 1,200 people have signed up 
to use Feed Fido bins. 

Charlotte reports Town does not have the money at present to fund Town-wide pick-up. 
She does not anticipate the Town will pursue this over the next 2-3 years. 

Costs may be defrayed if state-wide legislation is passed supporting it. 

Jim will explore what the cost has been for Watertown and Cambridge, which currently 
have such programs. 

Mully will reach out to John Fisher at DEP to see what potential grant support might be 
available for composting programs. 

There was interest in residential composting becoming a standing subcommittee in 
2025; tbd if we have capacity for this.  

 

State legislation-Paul, Mully 

The bills we were championing, the Expanded Bottle Bill, Single Use Plastic bans 
including “Skip the Stuff,” and Expanded Producer Responsibility (EPR) for paint did not 
pass during this legislative session. (Subsequent to this meeting Paul read an email 
from Charlotte reporting that the creation of an EPR Commission was included in the 
Omnibus Climate bill which passed both houses of the legislature and will be signed by 
the Governor.) 

We will continue in the next legislative session to advocate for the above-mentioned 
bills. 

On-going activities include maintaining our connections with the Mass Product 
Stewardship Council, the Plastic Free Massachusetts coalition, our state reps and with 
Rep Michelle Ciccollo who chairs the Zero Waste Caucus at the State House. Other on-
going work includes lobbying and submitting written testimony for bills. 

We will reach out to other local communities with committees/activities that align with 
ZWA’s interests to develop further coalitions as we had done with the Lex Zero Waste 
Collaborative. 

Will connect with some of the Arlington groups that participated in Environmental 
Leadership Conference to explore areas of common interest. 



Will explore whether it would be fruitful to approach the Select Board to obtain a 
resolution like the one they passed this year supporting EPR legislation, for a resolution 
regarding plastic waste. 

State legislation will continue as a subcommittee in 2025. 

 

Community Engagement-Priya, Sarah 

Will re-start the webinar series in 2025.  

Will use a future ZWA meeting for brainstorming new topics, speakers, moderator(s). 

Anticipate the first webinar in February 2025. 

Floated the idea of Jeremy Marin leading one on composting. 

Discussed using ACMI to broadcast the webinars. Past webinars are archived and 
could, if still timely, be re-broadcast through ACMI. 

We will continue with tabling events and assess which ones are worth continuing, which 
are not. 

Community engagement will continue as a subcommittee in 2025. 

Meeting adjourned 2:00 PM. 

Submitted by Paul Goldberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


