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Zero Waste Arlington
November 2024 - Agenda

Date: 11/21/24
Time: 7pm
Location: Location: 51 Grove Street Arlington MA; 2nd floor conference room

Minute taker: Mully

Attendees:

Committee Members: Jennifer Campbell, Paul Goldberg, Emily Dertz, Jim Ballin, Priya
Sankalia, Scott Mullen, Sarah Kmetz (715, missed Sept minutes vote)

Non-Members: Rachel Oliveri, Carol Lurie

Agenda

1. Old Business
a. Review and approve September 2024 ZWA Meeting Minutes (5 minutes)
2. Ongoing Business
a. Town Day - debrief and follow up (20 minutes)
b. Arlington Environmental Leadership Summit - report back (10 minutes)
c. Recycling Coordinator update (10 minutes)
d. Miscellaneous Topics
3. New Business
a. 2025 warrant articles (20 minutes) - motion to vote on next step for Zero
Waste strategic Town plan
b. 2025 Planning Session - follow up (20 minutes)
c. December meeting: move to 12/12 instead of 12/19?

MINUTES:

Old Business: Review and approve September 2024 ZWA Meeting Minutes (5
minutes)
Priya motioned to approve, Emily seconded, unanimous vote to approve (6-0).

Ongoing Business
d. Town Day - debrief and follow up (20 minutes)

i. EMILY talked through some of the learnings and challenges of the
Town Day reusables push. Placing the participating businesses near
each other will help with day-of ops; hard to scale this as a volunteer
effort, the washing is the hardest part. For 2025, get more buy-in from
the Town and seek new options for possible paid help.

i. JENNIFER - should we pursue getting on the Town Day committee to
ensure we are at the beginning of the process? Unclear to the group
how to gain access to a seat, and would that be the right strategy?


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M_qJInYG_cxhG_Cbu7IvEztgf2UPG8Mf/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102387247546283404968&rtpof=true&sd=true
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Can we find a list of TD Committee Members? John Hurd and Len
Diggins are a good place to start outreach, per Emily. Will meet with
Ashley in January, need to have clear and concise ‘asks’ in place for
that.

Regarding the MWRA water truck, the original assigned location
wasn’t great. Tank needs to be on the corner next to the intersection
(where it was ultimately moved, thanks to a last minute swap with
Arlington Emergency Services), closest to the street and not between
two other booths...too tight. Ideally we’'d have two spaces, one for
tank, one for table and cups. Electricity access was also a problem.
Despite having pre-approval from TD Committee, the truck was not
included on the official list of powered spaces. Despite these
challenges, good use of the MWRA truck and distributed 200+ free
bottles even though it was very rainy. Need to collect more bottles for
this year. JIM - do we collect at the Swap Shed? JENNIFER - we
used to but paused..will check with Charlotte if we can resume.
EMILY agreed to store bottles again, if needed.

Our 10x10 tent had an issue..frame did not match the canopy and the
rain pooled and leaked. Ultimately the team adjusted and it was the
#1 engagement spot with the public, per PRIYA. Next year check on
our equipment before the event.

e. Arlington Environmental Leadership Summit - report back (10 minutes)

Amy and Jim presented at this meeting, where all the invited
groups gave a brief overview of what they are focused on. Very
impressed with the AHS kids. PAUL - great way to uncover
overlap and build coalitions internal to the Town, let’s build on
this. MULLY - any next steps with this group? JIM - David
Morgan is organizer, did not give a specific timeline but the
intent was to have an ongoing collaboration.

f. Recycling Coordinator update (10 minutes)

Charlotte not in attendance, tabled until next meeting

g. Miscellaneous Topics

JENNIFER - Microplastics petition that was forwarded to
committee members, is this relevant for us to sign? MULLY
reviewed, saw only options to say we are a national or statewide
group..not for us. Group agreed no action necessary

Gov signed the ‘climate bill’ today, PAUL flagged that this
included a provision to create an Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) commission, which is an incremental and
positive step. JIM - would be good to know their charge and
timeline to complete their work. (See EPR text at bottom of this
document, and link to the full law here)

There was a question whether our ‘googlegroup’ is functioning
properly? PAUL has sent content through it that others have not
seen. RACHEL flagged that she hasn’t seen anything since
September. PRIYA offered to post the monthly ZWA meeting
agendas to the Google group moving forward. SARAH



https://malegislature.gov/Bills/193/S2967

suggested that for a regular newsletter (monthly or some other
cadence) can we coordinate with AMY who handles the website
and blog?

4. New Business
a. 2025 warrant articles (20 minutes) - motion to vote on next step for Zero
Waste strategic Town plan

i. PRIYA gave the general backstory of our strategic planning meeting
for Carol. EMILY went deeper into the impetus for thinking about a
comprehensive plan for the Town versus piecemeal warrant articles
that are more ‘reactive’. Should we develop a zero waste plan to
guide the Town into the future? CAROL how does this fit with the
planning dept, which has a net zero plan? EMILY we need to be
coordinated, but there isn’t a ton of overlap (scope 1+2 emissions,
versus scope 3) Plans like this need funding, where does that come
from? Grants, internal budgets, else?

i. EMILY motioned that we “..agree to secure funding, either through a
Town Meeting warrant article or public works funding to develop a
zero waste plan for the Town of Arlington.” PRIYA seconded.
QUESTIONS: PAUL do we need to vote on warrant article language
now since we may not meet in December? JIM the language will be
very simple, likely just a sentence as just motioned..OK if we don’t
meet on this between now and January. Charlotte is following up with
Public Works for their thoughts on budget. If we have funding
secured, the warrant article could be for buy-in, not for $.

1. VOTE (7-0) all in favor

iii. PAUL asked Carol — who expressed deep experience in sustainability
consulting — about scope 1, 2, and 3 emissions and Carol gave a
wonderful primer on the topic. Minute taker was enthralled, did not
capture it all, and offers this wiki page as a resource for the interested
reader.

b. 2025 Planning Session - follow up (20 minutes)

i. Any follow ups beyond the article above? PAUL asked about Arlington
on Tap getting filling stations at Robbins Farm and AHS. JENNIFER
Robbins Farm has been installed but not turned on due to time of
year. JIM mentioned Hill’s Hill but that it is unclear if there is funding in
the project for that...he will follow up. There is an old fountain near the
baseball field that is not attractive and underused. If pipes are good,
that might be an easier lift to get that updated. No funding for future
units Town-wide so now adopting a strategy of looking for playground
upgrades or other funded projects that might include/support a new
installation.

c. December meeting: move to 12/12 instead of 12/19?
i. Dec 12 did not work for many on the committee, all in attendance are
available on the 19th and the group decided to keep the meeting.
=======> Adjourn 824p

December meeting: next steps for warrant article, if pursuing


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon_footprint

January meeting: prep for meeting with Ashley Maher re: having a rep on the Town Day
committee

Section 108 from recently signed climate law, S.2967:

“SECTION 108. There shall be a special legislative commission to recommend to the general court
extended producer responsibility policies for the commonwealth. The commission shall include: the
commissioner of environmental protection or a designee, who shall serve as chair; the secretary of
economic development or a designee; the commissioner of public health or a designee; 1 person to be
appointed by the attorney general, who shall have expertise in consumer protection; 1 person to be
appointed by the senate chair of the joint committee on environment and natural resources; 1 person to be
appointed by the senate chair of the joint committee on telecommunications, utilities and energy; 1 person
to be appointed by the minority leader of the senate; 1 person to be appointed by the house chair of the
joint committee on environment and natural resources; 1 person to be appointed by the house chair of the
joint committee on telecommunications, utilities and energy; 1 person to be appointed by the minority
leader of the house of representatives; 1 person to be appointed by the Massachusetts Association of
Regional Planning Agencies; and 10 additional persons to be appointed by the chair, 1 of whom shall
represent an organization representing product or packaging producers, 1 of whom shall represent
retailers, 1 of whom shall represent waste haulers and material recovery facility operators, 1 of whom shall
represent municipal officials or employees, 1 of whom shall represent a statewide or regional
environmental protection organization, 3 of whom shall represent environmental justice organizations, 1 of
whom shall represent a statewide recycling advocacy organization and 1 of whom shall represent an
environmental health and public health organization. The chair shall consider geographic diversity in
making appointments to the commission. The chair may select a third-party facilitator for the commission.

The extended producer responsibility policy recommendations shall include, but not be limited to: (i)
recommendations on specific extended producer responsibility approaches and other strategies for
product and packaging categories including, but not limited to, paint, mattresses, electronics, lithium-
ion batteries, plastics and other packaging; (ii) a proposed structure for each product and packaging
category including collection, processing and financial responsibility; (iii) information on cost impacts
of residential curbside collection or transfer station operations, on-site processing costs for each
readily recyclable material type, management costs of non-readily recyclable materials and other
cost factors; (iv) methods for incentivizing product and packaging production, including material
reduction, reuse and lifecycle extensions; and (v) impacts on waste generation and waste stream
contamination reduction. The commission shall host not less than 4 public meetings and solicit
public comment regarding extended producer responsibility. Not later than January 15, 2026, the
commission shall issue initial recommendations and related findings to the senate and house
committees on ways and means, the joint committee on environment and natural resources, the joint
committee on telecommunications, utilities and energy and the clerks of the senate and house of
representatives. The department of environmental protection shall publish said recommendations
and related findings on its website.”
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