
Clean Energy Future Committee 

Date: November 22, 2024 
Time: 8:15 – 9:30 a.m. 
Virtual Meeting 

Minutes 

Attendance: 
• Members Remote: Aimee Graeber, Amos Meeks, David Morgan, Jim DiTullio, Marc

Breslow, Nellie Aikenhead, Pasi Miettinen, Ryan Katofsky (as Chair), Shelly Dein, Talia
Fox

• Members Absent: Eric Helmuth, John Alessi, James Feeney
• Also attending: Brucie Moulton, Eugene Benson, Mike Ciampa, Patrick Hanlon

R. Katofsky convened the meeting at 8:15 am.

• Virtual Meeting Reminders
• If there is a technical failure, we will try to relaunch the meeting three times.
• If we are unable to relaunch and there are more than 20 minutes left in the meeting,

the CEFC will reconvene the following Friday.
• If there are fewer than 20 minutes left, the CEFC will carry the remaining agenda items

forward to the next meeting.

• Review and Approve 10/25/2024 Meeting Minutes
• October meeting minute correction for spelling
• D. Morgan moved to approved notes with edits, P. Miettinen second. Minutes

unanimously approved.

1. Progress report on energy-efficient and fossil fuel free buildings
M. Ciampa
Builders and homeowners seem informed about new regulations. Programs haven’t run
into any hiccups yet. Need to educate homeowners and builders more about what they
need to do. Zoning change allowing for efficient foundations (foundation replacement)
results in a couple projects a year. Lots of homeowners are still choosing to demolish
homes. Stretch Code resulted in some complaints related to cost and logistics, due to
walls that are not thick enough and rafters that are not thick enough in existing homes.
There have been some instances of builders building something based on old habits,
even though the regulations now allow them to do something both more energy efficient
and less costly, but they didn't. It can be difficult to get builders to educate themselves
about something that is a benefit but not required.

The Town does not have an inventory of ownership status of all commercial solar 
arrays.   



Using the permitting process to improve energy efficiency would be beneficial. A 
conversation with Town Counsel may provide information about how to implement. 
Implementation may rely on changes to the Massachusetts building code.  The Town 
can encourage energy efficient changes, but it is still ultimately up to the homeowner if 
the Town has no authority to require. Builders and homeowners in some instances are 
not aware of all of the rebates that are available through Mass Save and fail to take 
advantage of rebates. Contractors may not bring up the rebates with homeowners 
because they don’t want to deal with the associated paperwork. 

E. Benson
A few years ago, Town Meeting passed an amendment to the zoning by-law requiring
solar on buildings with certain exemptions and exceptions. Many projects have been
completed with solar. However, some projects would initially only plan for a solar-ready
roof, and the Redevelopment Board would send them back informing them that solar is
required. Installing solar on the roofs of buildings falling under the purview of the
Historic Districts Commission may hit some obstacles.

2. NZAP Reprioritization: Buildings section
a. Working Session Recap

S. Dein & A. Graeber
NZB12 - Implementation costs associated with it are high. It would take some
modification to paperwork and taxes would need to be collected that would go towards
loan payments. And then the idea that maybe there are some other programs available
that could achieve similar outcomes.
NZB14 – The language is vague. More clear language may provide better guidance for
how to implement and CEFC’s role in implementation. The CEFC could advocate for
changes at the state level.
NZB15 – The Town did pass MBTA Communities which supports dense housing but is
not 40R. An affordable housing overlay district is in consideration for Arlington.
Generally, the CEFC could support denser and development and other aspects of
development to ensure CFEC priorities are reflected in zoning.
NZB16 – The language is vague and CEFC’s role is unclear. T. Fox does send training
opportunities to Town staff.
NZB17 – Expanding participation in Green Communities may have some
implementation challenges since it requires a lot of staff time. Adding another staff
person or restricting may help support this action item.

Items discussed to potentially add as NZAP priorities included financing strategy to 
achieve goals, develop strategies for minimizing embodied carbon in public buildings, 
and municipal building decarbonization.  

b. Action Review
NZB8 – Implementation barriers exist, as illustrated in E. Benson’s comments. Two
different groups involved with historic buildings, the Arlington Historical Commission
and the Historic Districts Commission. Need input from both entities to establish where
to make exemptions and where barriers can be removed. Some commissions are
discussing how to incorporate clean energy updates. T. Fox to reach out to Historic
District Chair for a discussion. Historic Commission does not approve solar panels on
the primary street facing facade of structures in the district and has required that any
installations be compatible with the color of roofing to help the installation blend in. This
may need to be more of a priority given the number of building that fall under the
purview of either Commission.



D. Morgan
NZB13 – This is an initiative of the Arlington Tree Committee. Trees are planted on
private property in first 20 ft from public right of way. The goal is to add as many trees
as possible. Contract language is in development for a vendor to provide the service
rather than the Town. Twenty sites are queued up. Relates to energy consumption and
shading provided to help counter the urban heat island effect. The scalability of the
program has not been explored, but trying to get as many trees planted as possible.
The program is operating as an opt-in program. The Tree Committee is attentive to
prioritizing some areas, like Environmental Justice areas or areas with high asphalt.
Town is pursuing program under current Chapter 87 legislation that allows the Tree
Warden to plant trees within 20 ft of the right of way, even if the land is not owned by
the Town.

3. Warrant Article
T. Fox
Will bring specific warrant language next meeting for a revolving fund for energy and
climate related projects. The Finance Director and Town Manager are on board, and the
CEFC can potentially co-sponsor it with the Town Manager. The fund would allow the Town
to reinvest funds from various sources in more energy projects. No specific funds for
sustainability projects except through capital funding. Warrant language will be pretty
broad. Some cities have revolving funds. On a similar timeline for any other warrant
articles if CEFC wants to put anything else forward.

4. Other Items
T. Fox
Climate Leader Communities program needs adoption from Select Board and the School
Committee to adopt decarbonization roadmap. If not approved before the end of the year,
then Arlington can’t apply for the Climate Leader Communities program.

R. Katofsky
The National Grid Gas System Enhancement Program relates to leaks and safety. National
Grid filed plan at end of October with 10 projects in Arlington, some in EJ communities and
others flagged as potential non-pipeline  alternative (NPA) projects. Possibly submit a letter
to encourage not just replacing pipes but transition off gas all together. Discuss letter and
possible vote at next meeting.

Confirm Next Meeting Date 
Next meeting date is December 13th 

P. Miettinen provided a motion to adjourn and S. Dein seconded. Unanimous vote to adjourn. 

Submitted by Aimee Graeber 1/21/2025
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