Clean Energy Future Committee

Date: December 13, 2024
Time: 8:15—-9:30 a.m.
Virtual Meeting

Minutes

Attendance:
e Members Remote: Aimee Graeber, Amos Meeks, David Morgan, Jim DiTullio, John
Alessi, Marc Breslow (left at 8:45am), Michael Kozuch, Pasi Miettinen, Ryan Katofsky
(as Chair), Talia Fox
e Members Absent: Eric Helmuth, James Feeney, Nellie Aikenhead, Shelly Dein
¢ Also attending: Patrick Hanlon

R. Katofsky convened the meeting at 8:15 am.

e Virtual Meeting Reminders
e If there is a technical failure, we will try to relaunch the meeting three times.
e |f we are unable to relaunch and there are more than 20 minutes left in the meeting,
the CEFC will reconvene the following Friday.
o If there are fewer than 20 minutes left, the CEFC will carry the remaining agenda items
forward to the next meeting.

Michael Kozuch joins the CEFC as a new member of the committee. M. Kozuch is Director of
History and Social Studies for Arlington Public Schools. M. Kozuch has been involved in the
Mass Teachers Association Climate Action Network, helped develop a climate curriculum with
MIT, and is President of Earth Day Boston.

1. Warrant articles for 2025 Annual Town Meeting.
a. Energy Revolving Fund

T. Fox
This warrant article would establish a revolving fund for money related to energy
projects. Federal, state, and utility grants, rebates, incentives, and credits for
energy-related projects would be deposited into this fund. These funds could
then be utilized for future energy projects. The revolving fund would provide a
more flexible and available funding source for energy projects. Sometimes, when
the Town gets rebates/credits, the money will arrive after the Town completes a
project, and it must be deposited into the general fund and cannot directly
support the project it was intended to support. This means that funds intended
for energy projects may be spent on projects unrelated to energy. The fund
would specifically allow the Town to leverage monies from the Direct Pay
program established through the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), which allows tax-
exempt entities like municipalities to take advantage of what would otherwise be
tax credits. This article would establish a pathway to capture those funds for
future energy and electrification projects.



The warrant article copies language used by the Town of Natick. The warrant
article will ask to amend bylaws, to establish a revolving fund that utilizes monies
received through the State, Federal, and utility, energy efficiency and
electrification rebates, incentives and tax credits to fund future energy, efficiency,
renewable energy and electrification projects. This is a financial article that does
not require a CEFC vote.

Town Meeting would approve an annual spending cap from the fund. A letter of
support from CEFC may be drafted sometime early in the new year to provide an
additional explanation of the value of the fund versus the current system.

b. Others for consideration
No other warrant articles were brought to CEFC for consideration.

2. Gas System Enhancement Plan (GSEP) filing comment letter.
R. Katofsky
Momentum within the state to move away from gas pipe replacement and towards
repair or finding alternatives to gas. Decarbonizing the entire state’s economy would
require investing less in gas infrastructure. The new climate law made changes to the
GSEPP program, requiring utilities to take a closer look at the climate impacts of their
GSEP. National Grid filed a GSEP in October which included $15 million for ten
projects. Seven of the projects were identified by National Grid as prospects for non-
pipeline alternative projects. An example of a non-pipeline alternative project would be
electrification. Instead of replacing the gas pipeline, the homes could be electrified and
the pipeline servicing those homes retired.

Arlington is not going to intervene; the process would require attorneys and experts.
However, the Town can submit comments. The letter for consideration of CEFC
endorsement describes the Town’s priority for electrification and non-pipeline
alternative projects, discusses the new climate law, and expresses interest in Arlington
being a pilot community for non-pipeline alternatives.

The Massachusetts Attorney General has filed to intervene in National Grid’s plan. This
may be another opportunity for the Town to establish communication about desired
modifications for supporting decarbonization.

Networked geothermal is only briefly mentioned in the letter due to its unknown
potential in Arlington, though the language could be modified. None of the project areas
identified by National Grid are in the vicinity of Monotony Manor and Thompson, where
the network geothermal feasibility study is targeting. National Grid may be more
incentivized to try and keep customers through addition of networked geothermal rather
than electrifying all homes, and essentially losing customers.

M. Kozuch moved to enable T. Fox and R. Katofsky to finalize the comment letter
details and for R. Katofsky to sign on behalf of the CEFC. A. Meeks seconded the
motion. A. Graeber, D. Morgan, M. Breslow, P. Miettinen, R. Katofsky, S. Dein, and T.
Fox voted in favor. J. DiTullio recused himself from the vote.



3. Net Zero Action Plan (NZAP) reprioritization next steps
R. Katofsky
The CEFC reviewed the Clean Energy Supply section of the NZAP.

CES 1. - The Town has achieved 100% renewables through the ACE program for town
residents, several years ahead of schedule.

CES 2. - The next item is to achieve 100% renewable for the Town municipal
procurement. The Town is looking into possible Power Purchase Agreements.

CES 3. - Item three could be broadened to relate more towards decarbonization and
transition away from gas.

CES 4. - The networked geothermal feasibility study is underway, making some
progress toward item number 4.

CES 5 - D. Morgan is actively working on item 5, addressing gas leaks in Arlington.
May need to add another action item or modify this one to address the transition phase
from gas to alternative heating sources (electric, geothermal).

A possible priority to add would be how to raise funds to support clean energy projects
in Arlington. During the next ACE contract renewal process the possibility of adding a
related fee could be explored.

Advanced meter infrastructure could assist with energy management and potentially
help customers lower their bills.

4. Sustainability Updates & Reminders
T. Fox
The Select Board and School Committees both approved the decarbonization
roadmap. The decarbonization roadmap was required to apply for the Climate Leader
Communities program. Becoming a Climate Leader Community would make Arlington
eligible for larger grants needed to invest in decarbonization.

The Town got an electric school van which brings the school fleet to three electric
vehicles. A contract has been signed for an additional electric school bus that will be
delivered sometime next summer. The Schools received a $200,000 rebate through the
EPA’s clean school bus rebate program for this bus. Hopefully the Town can obtain
another bus through the program, though Arlington is not a prioritized district. A barrier
that still exists is charging, especially for buses stored on rented land.

The Town may have more opportunities for street side public charging, emphasizing
areas near multi-family housing and Environmental Justice areas. Charging stations
could go along Mass Ave. A request has been submitted for capital funding to hire a
consultant that would perform a mapping analysis. Those funds would be available next
summer. There would be up to three charging stations, with each charging station
having up to four ports. Arlington has very few charging stations, two at the Gibbs
School, many at the high school, and more in the Arlington Heights area. East Arlington
is where the new charging stations would be focused.

Committee members need to complete conflict-of-interest training and re-acknowledge
reading the conflict-of-interest law.



5. Other Items
Confirm Next Meeting Date
Next meeting date is January 24th

D. Morgan provided a motion to adjourn and P. Miettinen seconded. Unanimous vote to
adjourn.

Submitted by Aimee Graeber 1/22/2025

Agenda Iltem Document Used

1 Draft Revolving Fund Warrant Article
2 Draft GSEP Filing Comment Letter

3 NZAP Reprioritization Spreadsheet
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