
 
Transportation Advisory Committee 

 
Date: Wednesday, March 12th, 2025. 
Time: 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM. 
Location: Conducted via Remote Participation. 
 
Remote Participation Details 
 

• To register for the Zoom meeting: 
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/35822/  

• After registering via the link in the calendar event, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining the meeting. 

 
Members of the public are asked to send written comments to Jim Stubbe, TAC Chair at 
tac@town.arlington.ma.us.  
 
*Notice to the Public on meeting privacy*  
In the interests of preventing abuse of videoconferencing technology, all participants 
wishing to attend via the Zoom App must register for each meeting and follow multi-step 
authentication protocols. Please allow additional time to join the meeting. Further, 
members of the public who wish to participate without providing their name may still do 
so by telephone at (646) 876-9923 using Meeting ID 823 4735 2935. 
 

Agenda 
 
NOTE: Times are for planning purposes only and will vary depending upon discussion. 
If time becomes short, some topics may be postponed to a later meeting. 
 
1. 7:00 Administration – Chair (15 min). 

A. Notice of Remotely Conducted Meetings. 
B. Vote:  Approval of 2/12/25 meeting notes. 
C. Update: Arlington Heights Safety Zone. 
D. Park and Oakland Pedestrian Flags. 
E. Ofer Mazur – Official Welcome. 
F. Correspondence 

2. 7:15 Public Comments (for information only, not for action) – Chair (5 min).  
A. To submit a “fix” request, go to Arlington’s Question/Answer Center at: 

https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0
qhvo3))/supporthome.aspx 

B. To submit a new transportation infrastructure request, go to Arlington’s 
Roadway Safety Request form at: 

https://www.arlingtonma.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/35822/
mailto:tac@town.arlington.ma.us
https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhvo3))/supporthome.aspx
https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhvo3))/supporthome.aspx


https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-
committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form 
 

3. 7:20 Town Issues/Activities (not already on the agenda) – John/ Bill/ Corey (25 
min). 

4. 7:45 Discussion: TAC Website – Scott (25 min) 
5. 8:10 Discussion: MassDOT Direct Vision Study – Kris Carter (30 minutes) 
6. 8:40 Discussion: Traffic Rules and Orders – Len (15 Minutes) 
7. 8:55 Adjourn 
 
 
Correspondence Sent/Received from 2/8/25 - 3/7/25. 
 
From Select Board: 

▪ Approvals for Ofer taking the At Large role on Jim representing Precincts 15-20. 
▪ Approval of Arlington Heights Business District Safety Zone. 

 
Next Meetings 
 

• April 9th, 2025.  

• May 14th, 2025. 
 

https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form


 

 
Transportation Advisory Committee 

Date: February 12, 2025. 
Time: 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM. 
Location: Conducted via Remote Participation (Zoom). 

Minutes. 

1. Administration. 

Members in Attendance: John Alessi (DPCD), John Aslanian, Beth Benedikt, 
Bill Copithorne (DPW), Lenard Diggins, Andrew Greenspon, Melissa Laube, Jeff 
Maxtutis (emeritus), Ofer Mazor, Kristina Osborn, Emily Prud’hommeaux, 
Scott Smith, James Stubbe (Chair), Laura Swan, Shoji Takahashi, and Chris 
Tassone. 

Members Absent: Corey Rateau (APD).  

Members of Public in Attendance: Sarah Bjorkman, Emil Bozintan, Jayne Byrne, 
Jacy Edelman, Katherine Einstein, Laura Gerson, Rebecca Gruber, Rachel 
Hayes, Emily Luong, Brian McCorkle, Kate Radville, Audrey Robert Ramirez, 
Anton Rapetov, Liz Saumsiegle, Lauren Sheik, Kathryn Sievers, Bailey Snyder, 
Petru Sofio, Joe Solomon, and Heather Thomas.  

The Chair provided notice regarding Remotely Conducted Meetings, referring the 
members to the agenda attachment entitled “Governor Charles Baker’s 
3/12/2020 Executive Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting 
Law”. The Chair reviewed the meeting ground rules and announced that the 
meeting was being recorded. 

B. Approval of January 8, 2025 Meeting Notes. 

Minutes for the January 8, 2025 Meeting were approved, subject to a correction 
in 3.B. Update from DPW, Minuteman Bikeway Bridge Deck Replacement (near 
Alewife Station). DPW is waiting for approval from the MBTA (not MassDOT). 
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C. Correspondence Sent/Received from 1/4/25 – 2/7/25.  

None. 

2. Public Comments (for information only, not for action).  

Brian McCorkle lives near Park Ave, and he has experienced near collisions with 
motor vehicles as a pedestrian crossing Park Ave. He noted the high-rate of 
speed of motor vehicles moving downhill. He observes that students in the 
Brackett district walking to Ottoson Middle School (OMS) have a traffic 
supervisor and RRFB to cross Gray St. By contrast, students in the Dallin district 
walking to OMS have no traffic light at Oakland Ave or Appleton St.  

A. To submit a “fix” request, go to Arlington’s Question/Answer Center at: 
https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhv
o3))/supporthome.aspx 

B. To submit a new transportation infrastructure request, go to Arlington’s 
Roadway Safety Request form at: https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-
governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form.  

3. Town Issues/Activities (not already on the agenda). 

A. Update from the Department of Planning and Community 
Development (John Alessi, DPCD). 

Traffic Calming Design Guide: The prioritization tool is undergoing beta testing, 
and a draft guide is being reviewed. The plan is to finalize the Traffic Calming 
and Prioritization Guide in spring/summer 2025. 

Broadway Corridor Project: RFP drafted and will be released in the spring for 
bidding by contractors. This project is funded with a $1.1 M grant from the Boston 
MPO, and the Town is expected to match 20% of that grant amount 
($279,000).The match will have to be approved by Annual Town Meeting this 
year. The project is scheduled to start at the earliest in July with the new fiscal 
year.  

Stratton SRTS: Right-of-way acquisition process underway. Town will provide 
just compensation and letter of intent to residents affected by construction. The 
100% design being finalized.  

Roadway Safety Request Form: New process of safety requests was initiated in 
March, 2024. The Safety Group is comprised of representatives of DPCD, DPW, 
APD, AFD, and Town Manager’s Office, who meet regularly to review and 
address submitted requests. This process was intended to speed evaluation of 
residents’ requests and address straightforward problems (e.g., missing 

https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhvo3))/supporthome.aspx
https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhvo3))/supporthome.aspx
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form
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signage). Issues that require further review will be sent to the appropriate 
departments or the Select Board.  

Since March, 2024, a total of 39 safety requested were submitted:  

• No action (30: stop signs, traffic calming, crosswalks, etc.);  

• Fulfilled (5: crosswalk, no parking signs);  

• Partial fulfilled (3: police enforcement, crosswalk signage);  

• TAC Referral (1: N. Union St. no parking signs).  

In response to questions from Andy Greenspon and Rachel Hayes, John Alessi 
responded that he will provide a quarterly update of Safety Requests at TAC 
Meetings. He added that the Safety Group contacts the requestor about the 
disposition of the request.   

B. Update from the Department of Public Works (Bill Copithorne, DPW). 

Mystic St Bridge: Construction staging will be placed in February or March.  

Minuteman Bikeway Bridge Deck Replacement (near Alewife Station): awaiting 
approval from MBTA. Construction is planned for March or April.  

AHS Traffic Signal Activation (Mill St and Mill Brook Dr): Signal to-be turned on 
February 19. Petru Sofio inquired about light timing, expressing concern that it 
does not have a leading pedestrian interval (LPI). DPW Consultant has received 
the feedback. It will observe the movements and make adjustments if necessary.  

C. There was no update from the Police Department. 

4. Discussion: Safety Zone Proposal. 

TAC will bring to the Select Board a proposal for Safety Zones to establish a 
working process to communicate with the Select Board. Safety Zone is a 20-mph 
zone, and additional traffic calming measures will be needed.  

The proposal on establishing a Safety Zone in the Arlington Heights Business 
District will include a Select Board vote on the western terminus. This is a 
political decision by Select Board. TAC and the Select Board will not discuss the 
crosswalk at Starbucks or the crosswalk at Park Ave and Oakland Ave. 

Jim Stubbe presented the slides and directed the discussion. Scott Smith 
observed that Cambridge and Somerville have many Safety Zones. Lexington 
Center is also a Safety Zone. 
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Rachel Hayes urged for a Safety Zone along the entire business district. She 
noted that drivers enter Mass Ave at different points throughout the district and 
additional safety measures are needed.  

Kate Radville concurred that the Safety Zone should extent the entire business 
district past the Starbucks and Trader Joe’s parking lot. She said that pedestrians 
cannot access the local businesses because it is not safe to walk, citing 60+ 
crashes in the area.  

Katherine Einstein also requested the Safety Zone extend the entire business 
district. She pointed out that safe access to parks and playgrounds is necessary, 
and this area serves Hurd Field and the Reservoir.  

Kathryn Sievers and Lauren Sheik agreed with the previous comments and 
urged extending the Safety Zone along the entire business district. They noted 
that crosswalks were dark and parked vehicles limited visibility. Rachel Hayes 
requested that APD enforce parking restrictions.  

Jacy Edelman and Joe Solomon also voiced support for extending the Safety 
Zone to the Starbucks and Trader Joe’s parking lot. Joe Solomon agreed with the 
layering approach to engineering a safer street, and the installation of RRFB.  

TAC Members voted on a proposal to the Select Board for a western terminus of 
the Safety Zone. Six members voted on the Starbucks and Trader Joe’s parking 
lot; two members did not vote; and one member voted on the Bus Depot. 

5. Discussion: Minuteman Bikeway Improvements Project at Ryder St & 

Ed Burns Arena: Conceptual Alternatives. 

John Alessi presented the Memorandum and the three conceptual drawings on 
the project. The goal is to bring the project to a preliminary design only.  

Laura Swan and Petru Sofio favored Concept A (“Version 1 Symmetrical” in the 
slides) for user compliance. They pointed out that the left turn at Ryder St might 
be challenging for cargo bicycles. Consider modifying the design of the island in 
order to accommodate cargo bikes.  

Scott Smith also favored Concept A, adding that a shoulder is helpful. For the 
other concepts, separate spaces for pedestrians and cyclists is not often 
respected.  

Shoji Takahashi and John Aslanian preferred Concept A. They urged for a “New 
Park Entry” and questioned the safety of a raised island splitter at the Ryder St 
intersection.  

Ofer Mazor and Anton Rapetou favored Concept C (“Version 3 Separated” in the 
slides), however user compliance is an issue in the design.  
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6. Discussion: TAC Website. 

Deferred to next meeting.  

7. Award: Emeritus Status to Jeff Maxtutis. 

TAC awarded Jeff Maxtutis Emeritus Status. 

8. Discussion: Ofer Mazor as a voting TAC Member. 

Jim Stubbe summarized the Vacant Position slide. TAC voted unanimously to 
recommend to the Select Board Ofer Mazor as a new member, and Jim Stubbe 
and Ofer Mazor will switch designations (At Large versus Precinct 15 – 21 
representative). 

9. Adjourn. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm. 



Comments on TAC website 
February 2025 

This is an annotated cut-and-paste from the current TAC website.  I have added 

- Whether the document should be kept, updated, or removed 
- Some potential keywords, that might help in sorting them.   Motor vehicle (MV), transit, bike, 

pedestrian, safety, mobility, parking 

 

Reference Documents and Websites 
Below is a list of reference documents and Websites related to TAC activities. 

Arlington Complete Streets Policy and Guidelines  keep, MV, bike, pedestrian, safety 

TAC Speed Regs Summary - Select Board Final 020817  keep,  MV, safety 

Suggest adding the Mass DOT crash data portal   Crash Data | Mass.gov  

Suggest adding the Mass DOT site:  Transportation | Mass.gov 

Moving Together: Getting Around A-Town  -  Archive the whole series, it is dated.  We might 
want to update a few items.   

A series of articles on transportation news and issues around Arlington, addressing all ways of 
getting around town. Produced in collaboration with the Arlington Bicycle Advisory Committee and 
Walking in Arlington. 

New Flashing Beacon - Mill Street at Minuteman Bikeway [PDF] - remove 

Pilot Pedestrian Flag Program a Success [PDF] - remove 

Luxury Travel - reading, chatting and exercise while someone else drives (June 2012) [PDF] - remove 

Traffic Laws that You May Have Forgotten (March 2012) [PDF] – remove or update 

Travel Nicely: Mind Your Transportation Manners (January 2012) [PDF] 

Holiday Gifts for Active Transportation (December 2011) [PDF] 

Nighttime Visibility for Cyclists and Pedestrians (November 2011) [PDF]   - update, bike, pedestrian, 
safety 

Working Hard for You - Street Trees in Arlington (October 2011) [PDF] 

Public Transit in Arlington (September 2011) [PDF] 

Designing Streets for All of Our Users (August 2011) [PDF] 

https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30274/636004769925070000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/34170/636288998803430000
https://www.mass.gov/crash-data
https://www.mass.gov/topics/transportation
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/17535/635333329386200000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2272/635351667055470000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2270/635351667030170000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2268/635351667002330000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2288/635351667310930000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2286/635351667281730000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2284/635351667255170000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2282/635351667217200000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2280/635351667193430000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2278/635351667171400000


Get on Your Bike, and Do What You Like (July 2011) [PDF] 

Things will Change on July 15th 2011, Walking and Driving Safely to the Library (June 2011) [PDF] 

Making Your Trips More Uneventful (May 2011) [PDF] 

Traffic Calming & Pedestrian Safety -  all of this is out of date, but we could add one new link 

New link to add:  Proven Safety Countermeasures | FHWA 

Remove the others 

Federal Highway Administration: Traffic Calming Measures (06/12/2002) [PDF] -   

Institute of Transportation Engineers web site on traffic calming  

Pennsylvania Department of Transportation's Traffic Calming Handbook (January 2001) [PDF] 

City of Cambridge web site. Contains information on their traffic calming programs 

Portland, Oregon's Traffic Calming program 

Ewing, Reid and Kooshian, Charles. Traffic Calming Measures: What, Why, Where, How. [PDF] 

Ewing, Reid and Kooshian, Charles. U.S. Experience with Traffic Calming, ITE Journal, August 1997 
[PDF] 

Federal Highway Administration. A Review of Pedestrian Safety Research in the United States and 
Abroad, (January 2004) [PDF] 

Castellone, J. Anthony and Hasan, Muhammed M. Neighborhood Traffic Management - Dade 
County, Florida's Street Closure Experience, ITE Journal, (January 1988) [PDF] 

McCourt, Ransford S. Survey of Neighborhood Traffic Management Performance and Results [PDF] 

Federal Highway Administration: Roundabouts - An Informational Guide (June 2000) [PDF] 

Stopping Sight Distance Baystate Roads Program Local Technical Assistance Program (Tech Note 
#35 - 2004) [PDF] 

Alternative Transportation 

Change to “Sustainable Transportation” 

Massachusetts Bicycle Coalition  - keep,  bike, safety, mobility 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center  keep, pedestrian, bike, safety, mobility 

National Transportation Enhancements Clearinghouse, a joint project of the Federal Highway 
Administration and Rails-to-Trails conservancy.   Remove, website is dead 

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA),  keep, transit, mobility 

WalkMassachusetts,  keep, pedestrian, safety, mobility 

https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2276/635351667127670000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2274/635351667151100000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2266/635367837582200000
https://highways.dot.gov/safety/proven-safety-countermeasures
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2304/635367831329030000
https://www.ite.org/technical-resources/traffic-calming/
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2306/635367831353870000
https://www.cambridgema.gov/CDD/Transportation/programs/trafficcalmingprogram
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2300/635367831264800000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2302/635367831303730000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2302/635367831303730000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2294/635367831060130000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2294/635367831060130000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2290/635367831023230000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2290/635367831023230000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2298/635367831124170000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2296/635367831099170000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2264/635367837569230000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2264/635367837569230000
http://www.massbike.org/
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/
http://www.enhancements.org/
http://www.enhancements.org/
http://www.mbta.com/
http://www.walkboston.org/


Safe Routes to Schools program  - remove, this link refers specifically to Marin County, CA 

Federal Highway Administration page on pedestrian and bicycle safety – keep, pedestrian, bicycle, 
safety 

Harvard School of Public Health publication 

Pushing the Design Boundaries: Walk, Bicycle, In-line Skate & Jog 

Design Innovations for the Built Environment 

by Anne Lusk, PH.D. and Jonathan Harris 

November 2005  - remove, out of date 

Transportation Planning 

Boston Metropolitan Area Planning Council's Sustainable Transportation Parking Toolkit,  a bit 
dated, keep? 

Massachusetts Department of Transportation Highway Division web site, including a few traffic 
volume counts - keep 

Central Transportation Planning Staff. (the Boston area metropolitan planning organization) - keep 

Web site for the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. - keep 

Other Reference Material 

Kay, Jane Holtz Asphalt Nation - How the Automobile Took Over America, and How We Can Take It 
Back, Crown Publishers, 1997 (available at Robbins Library)   - remove (it is dated) 

Reports, Recommendations, and Guidelines from the Transportation Advisory Committee – 
keep these, they are a historical record, local to Arlington 

Lake Street Recommendations to Select Board 
Warren Beacon Final Text   
Warren-Wyman Crosswalk Sketch-rev 2 
Mill St. Parking 7-6-2016 Final  
Crosswalk on Highland Ave. at High Haith Rd Memo 
Neighborhood Reports & Memos 
East Arlington Parking 
Safe Routes to Schools 
Bicycle Safety 
Key Bus Routes 
Arlington Center Safe Travel Project 
Arlington Center Parking Management  
Arlington Data Maps 
Transportation Assessment Study 
Other TAC Reports 

http://www.saferoutestoschools.org/
https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/
https://www.mapc.org/resource-library/sustainable-transportation-parking-toolkit/
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/highway-division
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/highway-division
http://www.ctps.org/
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/31167/636101511670230000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/31005/636092652101430000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/31007/636092652355330000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/31007/636092652355330000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/31003/636092651872370000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30539/636034807779630000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/transportation-advisory-committee/reports-recommendations-guidelines#neighborhood
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/transportation-advisory-committee/reports-recommendations-guidelines#parking
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/transportation-advisory-committee/reports-recommendations-guidelines#saferoutes
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/transportation-advisory-committee/reports-recommendations-guidelines#bicyclesafety
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/transportation-advisory-committee/reports-recommendations-guidelines#KeyBus
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/transportation-advisory-committee/reports-recommendations-guidelines#CLAMP
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/transportation-advisory-committee/reports-recommendations-guidelines#centerparking
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/transportation-advisory-committee/reports-recommendations-guidelines#data_maps
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/transportation-advisory-committee/reports-recommendations-guidelines#TransportationAssessment
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/transportation-advisory-committee/reports-recommendations-guidelines#tac_reports


CVS 
Guidelines 

Neighborhood Reports & Memos (PDFs) keep these, they are a historical record, local to 
Arlington 

Request for Stop Signs on Hayes Street TAC Report (April 8, 2019) 

Traffic Calming on Thorndike Street at Magnolia Park Entrance TAC Report (April 8, 2019) 

Warren Beacon Final Text TAC Report 

 

Warren-Wyman Crosswalk Sketch revised TAC Report 

Mill St. Parking Final TAC Report  (July 6, 2016) 

Highland Ave at High Haith Rd. TAC Memo (November 18, 2015) 

Palmer and Broadway Crashes TAC Report (December 9, 2013) 

Russell Place Traffic TAC Report (November 15, 2013) 
Bates Road Speed Table TAC Report (July 16, 2013) 
Gray Street Crosswalks TAC Report (September 30, 2013) 
Mass. Ave., Mill and Jason Streets, TAC Report [PDF] (May 9, 2013) 
Lockeland Ave. and Field St. at Wildwood Ave., TAC Report [PDF] (March 4, 2013) 
Safe Streets Bylaw, TAC Memo [PDF] (March 1, 2013) 
Mass Ave at Water Street and Spengler Way, TAC Report [PDF] (October, 15, 2012) 
Old Mystic Street at Hutchinson Road crashes, TAC Report [PDF] (July 16, 2012) 
Jason Street Request for Travel Restrictions , TAC Report [PDF] (May 14, 2012) 
Herbert Road and Lake Street Crosswalk, TAC Memo [PDF] (April 14, 2012) 
Downing Square Update, TAC Memo [PDF] (February 6, 2012) 
Mass Ave/Water St./Spengler Way Update, TAC Memo [PDF] (January 9, 2012) 
Everett & Raleigh Streets Stop Sign Request, TAC Report [PDF] (November 21, 2011) 
Brunswick Road, TAC Report [PDF] (November 21, 2011) 
Oakland Ave, Gray St & Cliff St Intersection. TAC Report [PDF] (October 17, 2011) 
Herbert Road at Magnolia Playground Crosswalk,TAC Report [PDF] (January 24, 2011) 
Mass Ave/Water St/Spengler Way Crosswalk, TAC Report [PDF] (January 24, 2011) 
Marathon Street and Waldo Road, TAC Recommendations [PDF] (October 4, 2010) 
Eustis Street Speed Bump Request, TAC Report [PDF] (September 13, 2010) 
Highland Ave. and High Haith Road, TAC Recommendations [PDF] (April 12. 2010) 
Oakland and Renfrew, TAC Recommendations [PDF] (March 8, 2010) 
Broadway Crosswalk near Silk Street (Lahey Clinic), TAC Recommendations [PDF] (December 14, 
2009) 
Winslow Tower Residents Transportation Concerns, TAC Report [PDF] (December 14, 2009) 
Summer Street Crosswalk at Brookdale Road, TAC Report [PDF] (December 14, 2009) 
Chestnut Street Crosswalks, TAC Report [PDF] (December 14, 2009) 
Spy Pond Park/Pond Land, TAC Report [PDF] (October 26, 2009) 

https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/transportation-advisory-committee/reports-recommendations-guidelines#CVS
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/transportation-advisory-committee/reports-recommendations-guidelines#Guidelines
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/46363/636910029468300000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/46365/636910029726770000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/31005/636092652101430000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/31007/636092652355330000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/31003/636092651872370000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30539/636034807779630000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2452/635367835122270000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2450/635367835657770000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2444/635367834704130000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2448/635367835682930000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2442/635367834719600000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2998/635367837491100000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2438/635367834804470000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2436/635367834776800000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2434/635367834761030000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2428/635367834856800000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2426/635367834871500000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2424/635367834889930000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2422/635367834918530000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2418/635367834968200000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2416/635367835884330000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/3000/635367837817670000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2408/635367836667800000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2410/635367836646870000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2404/635367834253670000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2400/635367834287870000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2388/635367834438830000
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2380/635367832926730000
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Thorndike Field Phase 2, TAC Report [PDF] (October 26, 2009) 
Westminster Avenue Curve TAC Report [PDF] (October 26, 2009) (1.8MBs) 
Downing Square Recommendations, TAC Report [PDF] (October 5, 2009) 
Appleton Place, TAC Report [PDF] (September 28, 2009) 
Hemlock at Yerxa, Winchester at Hutchinson, and Morningside at Hutchinson, TAC Report [PDF] 
(09/21/2009) 
Germaine Lawrence School Parking, TAC Report [PDF] (September 21, 2009) 
Winter Street and Dearborn Academy, TAC Report [PDF] (March 23, 2009) 
Harlow Street Crosswalk, TAC Report [PDF] (August 11, 2008) 
Beacon and Hamlet Stop Signs, TAC Report [PDF] (July 14, 2008) 
Recommendations for Ravine/Irving/Academy Neighborhood, TAC Report [PDF] (November 5, 
2007) 
Westminster Ave and Lowell St., TAC Report [PDF] (June 4, 2007) 
Warren St. Crosswalks, TAC Report [PDF] (June 4, 2007) 
Westminster Ave. Options to Reduce Speeding, Working Group memo [PDF] (April 26, 2007) 
Mass Ave at Lockeland Ave Lane Drop, TAC Report [PDF] (January 8, 2007) 
Webster and Franklin Parking, TAC Report [PDF] (January 8, 2007) 
Crosby Street Speeding, TAC Report [PDF] (January 8, 2007) 
Wilbur and Wollaston Stop Sign, TAC Report [PDF] (January 8, 2007) 
Dickson and Wheeler Revisited, TAC Report [PDF] (January 8, 2007) 
Dickson and Wheeler Intersection Request, TAC Report [PDF] (June 15, 2006) 
Marathon Street and Waldo Road, TAC Report [PDF] (May 31, 2006) Appleton St, Paul Revere Rd & 
Florence Ave, TAC Report [PDF] (January 5, 2006) Quincy St, TAC Report [PDF] (December 19, 2005) 
Highland Ave, TAC Report [PDF] (December 19, 2005) 

 

Mystic St and Winslow St, TAC Report [PDF] (November 13, 2005) 
Wright St, Huntington St, Berkeley St Stop Sign, TAC Report [PDF] (November 1, 2005) 
Library Way Crosswalk, TAC Report [PDF] (October 27, 2005) 
Sunrise Assisted Living Crosswalk, TAC Report [PDF] (September 27, 2005) 
Fisher and Fayette Stop Sign, TAC Report [PDF](September 27, 2005) 
Cedar Ave, Hawthorne St, Fountain Rd, TAC Report [PDF] (September 26, 2005) 
Downing Square Trial, TAC Report [PDF] (June 6, 2005) 
Webster St and Philips St, TAC Report [PDF] (June 6, 2005) 
Churchill Avenue, TAC Report [PDF] (April 25, 2005) 
Cedar Ave & Waverly Rd., TAC Report [PDF] (November 8, 2004) 
Crosswalk at Norfolk Rd and Jason St, TAC Report [PDF] (September 29, 2004) 
Hutchinson Rd, TAC Report [PDF] (June 8, 2004) 
Traffic Impact Study, Lowell Street Apartments, TAC Report [PDF] (January 2, 2004) 
Rawson Rd, TAC Report [PDF] (December 22, 2003) 
Quincy St at Gray St, TAC Report [PDF] (December 22, 2003) 
Trowbridge and Mass. Ave. (Leader Bank) Crosswalk, TAC Report [PDF] (February 10, 2003) 
Jason and Spring Streets DPW drawing of proposed changes, TAC Report [PDF] (September 23, 
2002) - 
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Cutter Hill and Bellington Stop Signs, TAC Report [PDF] (August 30, 2002) 
Cleveland Street, TAC Report [PDF] (April 29, 2002) 
Magnolia Street, TAC Report [PDF] (April 17, 2002) 
Russell Street Neighborhood Report, TAC Report [PDF] (January 2, 2002) 
Consideration of Oak Hill Drive Referral, TAC Report [PDF] (November 14, 2001) 
Cutter Hill Road Report, TAC Report [PDF] (November 1, 2001 

East Arlington Parking 

Commercial Parking (2009-2010) 

Walker Parking Study, Consultant's Report [PDF] (July 2009) 

Parking in East Arlington Business District, TAC Report [PDF] (October 4, 2010) TAC Report to 
Selectmen [PDF] (August 2010) Where to Park [PDF]: Recommended Owner & Employee Practices 
for Parking in East Arlington Business District (October 2010) 
East Arlington Parking Report, TAC Report [PDF] (November 26, 2007) 

Residential Parking (2005) 
TAC Report [PDF] (December 15, 2005) 
On-Street Residential Parking: Next Steps, TAC Report [PDF] (November 11, 2005) 

Parking Study: 
Executive Summary [PDF] - DRAFT TAC Report (June 23, 2005) 
Survey Form [PDF] 
Survey Response Summary [PDF] (June 23, 2005) 
Presentation at June 23, 2005 Meeting [PDF] 

Safe Routes to Schools 

Bishop School Traffic Issues, TAC Report [PDF] (February 8, 2003) 

Bishop School Phase 1A, TAC Report [PDF] (September 8, 2008) 
Brackett School Crosswalk Safety Improvements, TAC Report [PDF] (October 28, 2010) 
Dallin School, TAC Report [PDF] (July 11, 2005) 
Hardy School Bike Pilot Program, TAC Report [PDF] (February 9, 2009) 
Hardy School: School Zone and Parking Changes, TAC Report [PDF] (July 14, 2011) 
Peirce School Phase 1A, TAC Report [PDF] (August 11, 2008) 
Peirce School Pedestrian Safety Improvements, TAC Report [PDF] (05/18/2009) 
Stratton School, Phase 1, TAC Report [PDF] (August 13, 2007) 
Stratton School Phase 1B, TAC Report [PDF] (July 14, 2008) 
Stratton and Dallin School Parking, TAC Report [PDF] (February 9, 2009) 
Stratton Circle, TAC Recommendations [PDF] (March 9, 2010) 
Stratton School Circulation, TAC Report [PDF] (July 12, 2010)   
Stratton School Circulation, Alternative Plan, TAC Report [PDF] (August 9, 2010) 
Traffic Supervisors to Board of Selectmen, TAC Report [PDF] (August 9, 2010) 
Traffic Supervisors to School Committee, TAC Report [PDF] (August 3, 2010) 
Jason Street School Bus Stops, TAC Report [PDF] (September 14, 2009) 
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Stowecroft Road/Bishop Elementary School, TAC Report [PDF] (March 21, 2006) 
Thompson School Parking and River/University Crosswalk, TAC Report [PDF] (August 19, 2013) 
School Transportation Safety Improvement  Conceptual Plan [PDF] to Improve (January 28, 2008) 
School area sign standard [PDF] 

Arlington Center Parking Management 

Parking in Arlington Center, TAC Report [PDF] (May 20,2013) 

Bicycle Safety 

Arlington Center Bicycle Safety - Short-term Recommendations [PDF] (June 21, 2010) 
Arlington Center Bicycle Safety Program - Phase 1, TAC Report [PDF] (April 12, 2010) 
Park avenue Bicycle Lanes, TAC Recommendations [PDF] (March 17, 2010) 

Key Bus Routes 

Proposed MBTA Bus Route 77 Improvements, TAC Report [PDF] (November 21, 2011) 
MBTA Bus Shelters, TAC Position Paper [PDF] (March 8, 2010) 

Arlington Center Safe Travel Project 

Mass Ave Corridor Project Historic Chronology (2009 [PDF]) 
Mass Ave Corridor in East Arlington: A Brief History of the Project as of July 2006 [PDF] (July 15, 
2006) 
Massachusetts Avenue Corridor Study Handout, TAC Handout [PDF] (April 9, 2002) 
Massachusetts Avenue Corridor Meeting Notes, TAC Working Group Notes [PDF] (July 10, 2002) 
Massachusetts Avenue Corridor Meeting Notes, TAC Working Group Notes [PDF] (September 4, 
2002) 
Massachusetts Avenue Corridor Meeting Notes, TAC Working Group Notes [PDF] (October 10, 
2002) 
Massachusetts Avenue Corridor Meeting Handout, TAC Working Group Notes [PDF] (December 4, 
2002) 

Arlington Data Maps 

Arlington Street List [PDF 1.1M, scanned] 
Crash "Hot Spots" [PDF] (1990-2001)  - update 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Crash "Hot Spots" [PDF] (1990-2001) - update 

Other TAC Reports 

Stop Sign at Intersection of Prospect Avenue & Hillside Avenue TAC/Selectmen Report [PDF] 
(September 22, 2014) 
Jason Street Issues and Recommendations TAC/Selectmen Report [PDF] (June 26, 2014) 
Lowell Street & Westminster Avenue, TAC/Selectmen Report [PDF] to Lexington Board of Selectmen 
(10/20/2010) 
Draft Environmental Impact Report, Green Line Extension, TAC Letter [PDF] (January 7. 2010) 
Parking Policy Recommendations [PDF] (January 8, 2007) 
School Zone Evaluation Recommendation [PDF] (January 8, 2007) 
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Transportation Survey Results [PDF] from Vision 2020 Survey (June 14, 2002) 
Crosswalk Report [PDF] to the Board of Selectmen (June 5, 2004) 

Guidelines  - all of these should be reviewed  

Traffic Calming Policy and Procedures [PDF]  - update 
Decision criteria for transportation decisions [PDF] -  review 
Guidelines for a two-way stop installation [PDF] -  review current MUTCD and update 
Guidelines for an all-way stop installation [PDF] – review current MUTCD and update 
About crosswalks [PDF] -  update.   Current guidelines in MUTCD are based on the cited research 
Advance yield lines at crosswalks [PDF] -  update or remove 
When should intersections receive stop signs and signals? [PDF] – update to be consistent with 
current MUTCD 
What you can do to improve traffic safety in Arlington [PDF] -  review and update, with more current 
references 
Crosswalk Marking Standards [PDF] – review for consistency with current MUTCD 
Pedestrian Flag Program Guidelines [PDF] - review 
Bike Lane Design Guide  - update (is now out of date) 
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What You Can’t See
Findings from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Direct Vision Study

The Lab @ MassDOT
Kris Carter 

March 12, 2025
Arlington TAC



Why this matters



Large trucks are involved in a disproportionate share of 
crashes as compared with their prevalence on the road

*Data for entire US from US DOT Volpe Center 

8% of pedestrian 
fatalities 

11% of bicyclist 
fatalities 

but were involved in…

…in 2021.*

4%
Large trucks are only 

of registered vehicles

Why this matters



Drivers can’t 
avoid what 
they can’t 
see.



What is Direct Vision?



When drivers have direct vision of a pedestrian, 
they can react up to 50% faster.



Measure
 Commonwealth-

owned vehicles

Collaboration with 10 
municipalities and USDOT

Produce a report and 
Direct Vision rating system
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Commonwealth Direct Vision Study 



Study Findings

1
Downsize 
the vehicle
whenever 
possible

On average, light-duty vehicles 
have the highest visibility. 
Picking the smallest vehicle 
possible affords better visibility



Study Findings

2
Drivers in heavy-
duty vehicles 
cannot easily 
see people on 
the street

50% of heavy-duty vehicles 
cannot see a child in the 
crosswalk

90% of heavy-duty vehicles 
cannot see a child in a bike 
lane



Example: Trash Trucks are not all bad



Example: Pickup Trucks are not all the same



Study Findings

3
Driver 
visibility 
is mostly 
getting 
worse

Visibility in weight class 3 and 4 
vehicles appears to be 
decreasing in newer 
generations of legacy models.



Visibility is Getting Worse



Visibility is Getting Worse
From 2016 to 2024 in the F-450, the visible area at 10 meters decreased by 7% and at 20 meters decreased by 11% 





Does your town manage a fleet or a contract for 
trash and recycling services?

The three ‘M’s for action

1 Measure Mitigate Migrate2 3



The 5-Star Rating System
Front Direct Vision Rating

Passenger Direct Vision Rating



Self Measurement of Vehicles: The Cone Method

Materials Needed Step 1:
Measurement A

Step 2:
Measurement B

Check the Ratings!



Mitigate: Find countermeasure to low-star trucks

19

Less than

Front vision

Less than

Side vision

Best Practice
For

All Trucks

Cross-Over Mirrors Surround Cameras

Surround CamerasPedestrian Sensors Class V Mirrors

Side Guards Back-up Cameras



Migrate when buying new vehicles: 
1. Cab-over or Cab-forward instead of Conventional
2. Downsize whenever possible



Touch-a-Truck and Blind Zone Education
MassDOT has run two experiential exhibits that allow participants to compare truck cabs. In the spring of 
2025, we are hoping to partner with cities to host try-and-drive events for their staff if relevant.

Does Arlington host a 
touch-a-truck event?
We are developing a simple 
playbook for volunteers to show 
case blind zones and educate 
families. Connect with us if you're 
interested in putting on an event



Questions & Discussion

Commonwealth Direct 
Vision Report

tinyurl.com/MA-dv-study

The Lab @ MassDOT
mass.gov/the-lab-massdot

e: TheLab@dot.state.ma.us

Fleet Measurement Resources 
from Together for Safer Roads
Tinyurl.com/tsr-dv-rating-guide

http://tinyurl.com/MA-dv-study
https://www.mass.gov/the-lab-massdot


Appendix



Visibility in a bike lane
Who can a driver see?

Heavy Duty Vehicles

Cannot see a child in the bike lane

Cannot see a child or an adult in 
the bike lane



Visibility at a Crosswalk
Who can a driver see?

Full Report available at
tinyurl.com/MA-dv-study

Heavy Duty Vehicles

Cannot see a child or an 
adult in the crosswalk

Cannot see a child in the 
crosswalk



Match: a menu of Safety Retrofits

Devices Category Cost 
(approx.)

Cross-over mirrors * Mirrors $500 

Convex side mirrors** Mirrors $300 

Surround cameras Cameras $1,600 

Back-up cameras* Cameras $500 

Backup Sensors Sensors $690 

Pedestrian turn warnings Sensors $900 

White noise backup alarms Sensors $200 

Truck Sideguards* Lateral Protective Devices $3,000 

Toolboxes Lateral Protective Devices $500 

Intelligent Speed Assistance Speed management $1,800 

26
* Denotes a device required on state-owned/contracted in the current law
** We estimate that 80% of trucks already have side convex mirrors


