Semiquincentennial Committee / Arlington250 Minutes
Date: Monday, February 24, 2025

Time: 7:00 pm

Conducted by Remote Participation

Attending:
Stewart, Angela, Jacob, Bob Bowes, Robert Tosi, Paul Fennelly, Deborah, John Lane

1.

2.

Call to Order 7:06 PM by Stewart lkeda

Present were committee members: Stewart lkeda, Jacob Schiller, Bob Bowes, Paul Fennelly,
Angela Olszewski, and Bob Tosi. Deborah Hamill, Jonathan Lane. Not Present John Hurd,
Beth Locke, Michele Phelan. Angela left the meeting at 7:30 pm.

Approve minutes:

a. Roll call vote to approve minutes from February 10, 2025 meeting.

b. All agreed to approve the minutes.

Budget, Expense, and Reimbursement Requests:
i. ATED has some funds which could be provided for Arlington 250 projects. More

about this at our next meeting.
State, Regional, and Local Updates:

a. Paul Fennelly reported that the next state Massachusetts 250 meeting will be Tuesday
February 25, 2025. He will report on that meeting at the next Arlington 250 meeting.

b. Stewart reported on other events coming in 2026:
i. Tall Ships
ii. World Cup Soccer

Promotion and Publicity:
a. Stewart pitched an interview for a WGBH segment about Arlington 250.
b. ACMI recorded “a wakeup call” for WCVB.

c. John Guilfoyle, PR consultant for the town has made a series of posts for the Menotomy
Patriot’s Day.

d. Katie sent information to Stewart about the last regional Mass 250 meeting for this year
which will be Mar 13, 2025 at 6:30 pm at the Arlington High School. Media will be there
too.

e. Town of Arlington approved purchasing a page about Arlington in the special issue of
Discover Concord. It promotes Arlington in general, not only Arlington 250 events.



f.

Katie sent information that a new flyer has been designed for this year. It was written
and designed by Katie Luczai and Maria Lobo. They are also working on new posters for
events in Arlington and designs for the Beer Hall.

Angela reported that the next meeting with Leader Bank will be Tuesday February 25
2025 at 9:30 am. Angela and Katie will attend.

. The Town had a promotion meeting last week. The goals are local media and town sites.

John Guilfoyle is working on the promotions and Joan Roman is adding them to the
Town website.

7. Patriots Day Weekend 2025 Planning:

a.

Jacob talked with Katie and Angela last week about reenactment plans. He noted that
the American reenactors will gather at the Russell Commons Parking Lot. The British
reenactors will gather at the DPW, as will the civilian evacuees.

Jacob said that the Acton Minutemen have agreed to join the event.

Jonathan Lane talked about his guidelines for putting together a reenactment event,
including public safety, including reenactment groups as long as they meet minimum
requirements, and allowing as many reenactors as can safely be in the space.

. Jonathan reported that reenactors have applied from as far away as California and the

UK.

50 reenactors have registered so far. Jonathan Lane expects anywhere from 100 to 225
reenactors in the 2025 Battle of Menotomy but noted that reenactor groups tend to be
late in registering for events. He expects to know by the end of March how many
reenactors will be registered.

He noted that the Lexington and Concord battle is likely to have more reenactors, they
expect around 750 reenactors.

Jonathan said he would send another round of communications to the reenactor groups
to get them to register and send their insurance info to Christine.

Jonathan said he would like more civilians working the rope line during the event, from
the Arlington High School to just before Route 60 (Pleasant St.).

There will be a flanking maneuver during the battle reenactment behind Leader Bank on
Mass Ave.

All local reenactor groups are still invited to the event.

Jonathan mentioned that a UK podcaster Dan Snow has mentioned he plans to be in this
area from March 21-25 this year for the reenactments along Battle Road. The podcast is
called History Hit.

Bob Tosi asked if there would be any fife and drum groups. Jonathan said he did not
have any registered now. He noted that there is usually a cost associated with the fife
and drum group participation.



We expect visitors to take up all of the parking land and sidewalks on the north side of
Mass Ave (not the Town Hall side). There will be steel barricades.

Members of the press will be located opposite Jason Russell House to get soldiers
coming down the street and the battle there.

The Citizens Bank parking lot across from Town Hall will be assigned for visitors with
disabilities, as needed.

Stewart posted the press release from the MBTA showing where and when additional
transportation will be available for Patriots’ Day weekend 2025:
https://www.mbta.com/news/2025-02-13/mbta-shares-service-plans-250th-
celebrations-april-19-20

Working Group and Subcommittee Reports

a.

Stewart reported that 6 or 7 art and culture projects have been awarded grants. See list
of all awards here:
https://www.yourarlington.com/arlington-archives/residents/ideas-fun/56-arts/22750-
acac-12125.html

Old Schwamb Mill has 3 galleries with displays and art related to Arlington 250. Go see
the detailed diorama of the Battle Road in Arlington created by students at Minuteman
Tech and additional history provided by Doreen from OSM.

On April 4, the 13 Forest Gallery will show art related to Arlington 250.

Community Outreach & Events:

a.

Stewart was interviewed by WCVB about Arlington 250:
https://www.wcvb.com/article/wake-up-call-from-arlington-250/63930870

Where’s William standup is going to the Regent this week.

Katie Luczai and Maria Lobo are designing materials for Restaurant Week in Arlington
which is the week Monday April 14 2025 through Sunday April 20 2025.

. The Beer Hall which will be open Saturday 11:30 am to 4:30 pm as part of the Patriots’

Day weekend has information here:
https://massachusetts250.org/event/menotomy-beer-hall-american-revolution-

celebration/

The photo is from last year’s event.

The Arlington Historical Society is creating a special exhibition and a series of events for
Arlington 250.

Bob Tosi has organized a volunteer cleanup event in Arlington on Saturday April 5 2025
from 10 am to 2 pm along the Battle of Menotomy reenactment route which is Mass Ave
from AHS to Rt. 60.

Stewart will post info about the cleanup event on the https://massachusetts250.org/
website.


https://www.wcvb.com/article/wake-up-call-from-arlington-250/63930870
https://massachusetts250.org/event/menotomy-beer-hall-american-revolution-celebration/
https://massachusetts250.org/event/menotomy-beer-hall-american-revolution-celebration/

g. Volunteers for the events:

i. Jacob has contacted Arlington Boy Scout troops and has 20 boy scouts to help with
cleanup of detritus from the event.

ii. Deborah will contact Arlington Girl Scout troop leaders to see if they’d like to help.
10. Old Business -none
11. New Business -none

12. Future Meeting Dates:
a. Monday March 10, 2025 7 PM
b. Monday March 24, 2025 7 PM

13. Monday April 7, 2025 7 PM
Adjournment at 8:00 pm.



