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Semiquincentennial Committee / Arlington250 Minutes 
Date: Monday, March 24, 2025 
Time: 7:00 pm 
Conducted by Remote Participation 
 
Attending: 
Angela Olszewski, Stewart Ikeda, Jacob Schiller, Bob Bowes, Bob Tosi, Paul Fennelly, Beth Locke, 
Michele Phelan, Deborah Hamill, Nobuhiko Ogawa, Cheryl Brusgulis 

 

1. Call to Order 7:04 PM by Angela Olszewski 

2. Present were committee members: Angela Olszewski, Stewart Ikeda, Jacob Schiller, Bob 
Bowes, Paul Fennelly, Beth Locke, Michele Phelan, and Bob Tosi. Also present Deborah 
Hamill, Nobuhiko Ogawa, and Cheryl Brusgulis - ACMI. Not Present John Hurd. 
Katie Luczai was unable to attend so she emailed the committee her reports on Arlington 
250-related activities before the meeting. 

3. Approve minutes:  

a. Roll call vote to approve minutes from March 10, 2025 meeting, after agreed changes: 

i. Jacob: yes 

ii. Paul: yes 

iii. Stewart: yes 

iv. Michele: yes 

v. Bob Bowes: yes 

vi. Beth: yes 

vii. Angela: yes 

4. Budget, Expense, and Reimbursement Requests  

5. State, Regional, and Local Updates: 

a. Prior to the meeting, Katie reported that the MBTA has put a promotional image on one 
of their commuter rail cars for the upcoming 250th celebrations which acknowledges 
Arlington, Concord, Lexington, and Lincoln. 

b. Katie reported that the Arlington 250 banners will be up until the end of May 2025.  
Banners at the high school will be up from April 1 2025 through May 31 2025. 

c. Stewart reported that MOTT grants have opened for a new grant application. Angela said 
that fixing monuments in Arlington would be a capital expense so would not be allowed 
for the MOTT grants. 
Paul said that he had heard that there would be some applications for MOTT grants from 
groups in Arlington, for example for additional signage for how to get to historical sites in 
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Arlington. 
MOTT applications are due April 11, 2025. 

6. Promotion and Publicity: 

a. Stewart reported that some of the designs for signs for Patriots’ Day, the Beer Hall, and 
Restaurant Week are completed. Maria Lobo is working on all of them and they are 
expected to be completed soon. 

b. Katie reported that we had a great final regional meeting on Thursday, March 13th. 
Thanks to everyone who attended. 

c. Katie reported that we received two individual shout-outs during the opening remarks of 
the Governor’s Conference on Travel and Tourism – the word’s finally gotten out that we 
were there on Patriots’ Day too! 

d. Katie reported that Ken Burns’ April 17 – Lottery for Tickets out now. 

e. Katie reported that documentarian Ken Burns will visit Lexington (12pm) and Concord 
(7pm) on April 17 to discuss his new film, “The American Revolution,” timed to the start 
of the War of Independence on April 19, 1775. Arlington residents have been allotted 
free tickets for this extremely limited event which will be distributed through a lottery 
system. Winners will be notified soon after the drawing on April 3, 2025. Enter the 
lottery through the Arlington 250 – Ken Burns’ Ticket form . FYI it is possible that all of 
the seats have been taken but at the time of the meeting there were still a few available. 

f. Katie reported that we’ve been spreading social media posts for the Kickoff event and 
town clean up which she is referring to as Tidy up the Town. 

g. Stewart reported that the Guilfoil PR agency is concentrating on Restaurant Week and is 
creating press releases. The Arlington 250 subcommittee on publicity is concentrating on 
local events-based listings for the America 250 celebrations in the area. The Facebook 
page is being updated and shared with partner sites. 

h. Beth reported that there has been good traffic on the arlington250.org site which is part 
of the https://www.visitarlingtonma.org/patriots-day-2025-arlington-ma/ website. She 
continues to update the Arlington 250 events schedule and also post some of them to 
some local sites and family-related social media. Examples of local media are the Patch 
https://patch.com/massachusetts/arlington and https://yourarlington.com/ . 

i. Stewart reported a post with Governor Maura Healey 
https://concordbridge.org/index.php/2025/03/24/whos-coming-to-concord-250th-
anniversary-vip-list-still-unclear/ 

j. Cheryl Brusgulis asked if Arlington 250 flyers would be distributed to the senior center 
and libraries for people who do not check social media. Stewart and Beth said they 
thought that those locations were on Katie Luczai’s list of distribution places. 

  

https://kenburns.com/films/the-american-revolution/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdINsMgJ2eHX68m4Oc9SihS8zUnyNwpziMvG1ADK2_T2cUWkQ/viewform?usp=sharing
https://patch.com/massachusetts/arlington
https://yourarlington.com/
https://concordbridge.org/index.php/2025/03/24/whos-coming-to-concord-250th-anniversary-vip-list-still-unclear/
https://concordbridge.org/index.php/2025/03/24/whos-coming-to-concord-250th-anniversary-vip-list-still-unclear/
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k. Clarification of who is doing which promotions for the Patriots’ Day week activities: 

i. Katie and Joan Roman will update massachusetts250.org and the Arlington Town 
website 

ii. Stewart and Beth will work with local promotions 

iii. Beth will put Arlington Restaurant Week onto the massachusetts250.org list of 
events 

iv. John Guilfoil will do regional, state promotions of Arlington, especially for 
Restaurant Week. 

7. Patriots Day Weekend 2025 Planning: 

a. Jacob reported that March 29, 2025 will be the muster for the Lexington and Concord 
reenactments on Patriots’ Day April 19, 2025 as supported by the National Park Service, 
specifically Minuteman National Park. 

b. Stewart reported that ACMI will film the reenactment in Arlington 
They are also working on a Talk of the Town episode and other PR. 

c. Stewart reported that the revolution250 podcast will have a post with Matt Beres, 
Executive Director of the Arlington Historical Society. 

d. Jacob reported that there are about 120 reenactors registered for the Battle of 
Menotomy and he expects more to register. It will be great! 

e. Angela reported that the Arlington Visitor’s Center will be open every weekend and 
some extra days during April. Especially Saturday April 19 2025 which is the same day as 
the Beer Hall, Sunday April 20 2025 which is the day of the Battle of Menotomy 
reenactment, and Monday April 21 2025 for the Paul Revere’s ride reenactment. 
Angela asked for volunteers for the April 6 2025 kickoff event at the Capitol. 
Jacob will be at the April 6th kickoff event as a reenactor. 

f. Michael Ruderman will give a talk at the April 6 2025 kickoff event at the Capitol. 

g. Beth reported that a trivia company will be at the April 6th kickoff, as will Diane Taraz 
(music).  There will be balloons and an info table. 

h. Stewart reported that Jeff Munro will be there reporting and doing some photographs 
for post event news. 

8. Working Group and Subcommittee Reports 

a. Restaurant Week in Arlington has a great page on the visitarlingtonma.org site: 
https://arlingtonrestaurantweek.com/ 
which lists quite a few restaurants which are participating in the event from Sunday April 
12 2025 through Monday April 21 2025. 

b. The Beer Hall will occur on Saturday April 19 2025 and go from 12 noon to 5 pm.  Good 
page about it here: 
https://www.visitarlingtonma.org/event/menotomy-beer-hall/ 
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9. Community Outreach & Events: 

a. Cheryl Brusgulis asked about cleanup of the obelisk in the Old Burying Ground and if it 
could be done before Patriots’ Day weekend. 
We didn’t have an answer in the meeting. 

b. Michele Phelan reported on the Where’s William standup and social media activity. The 
standup will be at Arlington Center for the Arts this week, then move to 13 Forest 
Gallery. It will be at the Capitol for the Patriots’ Day Kickoff event Sunday April 6 2025. 
She said that she would remind event locations to post with the Arlington 250 hashtags: 

#williamdawes 
#arlington250 
#ma250 
#rev250 

c. William Dawes standup will be at the Arlington Historical Society April 19th and 21st. It 
will probably be at the Visitors Center on April 20th.  

d. Beth reported that a backdrop for William Dawes has been ordered. 

e. Stewart will add art projects to Beth’s events list on arlington250.org . 

f. Fun discussion of the actor Kurt Russell and his relationship to Jason Russell!  

10. Old Business -none 

11.  New Business -none 

a. Paul Fennelly praised Angela Olszewski’s work and success as chair of this committee 
and there was complete agreement and support from the entire committee group. 

12. Future Meeting Dates: 

a. Monday April 7, 2025 7 PM 

b. Monday April 14, 2025 7 PM 

13.  Adjournment at 8:03 pm. 
Vote on adjournment: 
Paul: yes 
Bob Bowes: yes 
Bob Tosi: yes 
Stewart: yes 
Michele: yes 
Jacob: had left early 
Beth: yes 
Angela: yes 


