
 
Transportation Advisory Committee 

 
Date: Wednesday, May 14th, 2025. 
Time: 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM. 
Location: Conducted via Remote Participation. 
 
Remote Participation Details 
 

• To register for the Zoom meeting: 
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/35812#!/  

• After registering via the link in the calendar event, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining the meeting. 

 
Members of the public are asked to send written comments to Jim Stubbe, TAC Chair at 
tac@town.arlington.ma.us.  
 
*Notice to the Public on meeting privacy*  
In the interests of preventing abuse of videoconferencing technology, all participants 
wishing to attend via the Zoom App must register for each meeting and follow multi-step 
authentication protocols. Please allow additional time to join the meeting. Further, 
members of the public who wish to participate without providing their name may still do 
so by telephone at (646) 876-9923 using Meeting ID 823 4735 2935. 
 

Agenda 
 
NOTE: Times are for planning purposes only and will vary depending upon discussion. 
If time becomes short, some topics may be postponed to a later meeting. 
 

1. 7:00 Administration – Chair (15 min). 
A. Notice of Remotely Conducted Meetings. 
B. Vote:  Approval of 4/09/25 meeting notes. 
C. Summer Break.  
D. Town Day. 
E. Park Ave - Pedestrian Flag Installation. 
F. SSR Update. 
G. Correspondence. 

2. 7:15 Public Comments (for information only, not for action) – Chair (5 min).  
A. To submit a “fix” request, go to Arlington’s Question/Answer Center at: 

https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0
qhvo3))/supporthome.aspx 

B. To submit a new transportation infrastructure request, go to Arlington’s 

https://www.arlingtonma.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/35812#!/
mailto:tac@town.arlington.ma.us
https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhvo3))/supporthome.aspx
https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhvo3))/supporthome.aspx


Roadway Safety Request form at: 
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-
committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form 
 

3. 7:20 Town Issues/Activities (not already on the agenda) – John/ Bill/ Corey (25 
min) 

4. 7:45 Discussion: Pedestrian Flag Requests via the Roadway Safety Request 
Form – Jim – (10 Minutes) 

5. 7:55 Discussion and Vote: Safety Zone at Buzzell/Catholic Fields on Summer 
St – Jim (15 minutes) 

6. 8:10 – Discussion: TAC Web Site – Scott – (10 Minutes)  
7. 8:20 Discussion: Distributed TAC Project List – Looking for leads and volunteers 

(40 minutes) 
8. 9:00 Adjourn 
 
 
Correspondence Sent/Received from 4/5/25 – 5/2/25. 
 

• 3 Roadway Safety Forms – will be discussed during the Pedestrian Flag 
Requests topic. 

• Select Board Approval:  04.28.25 North Union Approval TAC. 
 
Next Meetings. 
 

• June 11, 2025. 

• July 9, 2025. 
 
 

https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form


 

 
Transportation Advisory Committee. 

Date: April 9, 2025. 
Time: 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM. 
Location: Conducted via Remote Participation (Zoom). 

Minutes. 

1. Administration. 

Members in Attendance: John Alessi (DPCD), John Aslanian, Bill Copithorne 
(DPW), Lenard Diggins, Andrew Greenspon, Melissa Laube, Ofer Mazor, 
Kristina Osborn, Emily Prud’hommeaux, Scott Smith, James Stubbe (Chair), 
Laura Swan, Shoji Takahashi, and Chris Tassone. 

Members Absent: Beth Benedikt and Corey Rateau (APD).  

Members of Public in Attendance: Rebecca Gruber, Carol Luddecke, and 
Petru Sofio.  

The Chair provided notice regarding Remotely Conducted Meetings, referring the 
members to Governor Healey’s legislation of March 28, 2025, which allows public 
bodies to meet in a hybrid or remote format while also allowing participants at 
town meetings to participate remotely.  

The Chair reviewed the meeting ground rules and announced that the meeting 
was being recorded. 

B. Approval of March 12, 2025 Meeting Notes. 

Minutes for the March 12, 2025 Meeting were approved. 

C. Pedestrian Flag Refresh. 

Jim Stubbe has checked pedestrian-flag canisters and replaced the 
faded/torn/missing flags as necessary. The pedestrian flags have a service life of 
about one year. 
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D. Correspondence Sent/Received from 3/8/25 – 4/4/25.  

None. 

2. Public Comments (for information only, not for action).  

A. To submit a “fix” request, go to Arlington’s Question/Answer Center at: 
https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhv
o3))/supporthome.aspx 

B. To submit a new transportation infrastructure request, go to Arlington’s 
Roadway Safety Request form at: https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-
governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form.  

3. Town Issues/Activities (not already on the agenda). 

A. Update from the Department of Planning and Community 
Development (John Alessi, DPCD). 

Park Ave Safety Corridor Meeting: public meeting held March 31 in Town Hall. 
TAC Members discussed briefly the point made by Stantec that ~70% of traffic 
along Park Ave is through traffic (i.e., origin and destination outside of Arlington), 
based on mobile phone data compiled by Replica. The meeting materials are 
available on the Town website. 
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/Home/Components/News/News/14699/16?platform
=hootsuite&npage=16 

Stratton SRTS: Right-of-way acquisition process continues. Construction bid will 
be advertised in August, 2025, with an anticipated construction start in 
spring, 2026.  

CargoB: partnership to bring electric cargo bikeshare to the Town with the first 
location in East Arlington. CargoB is through a mobile app.  

B. Update from the Department of Public Works (Bill Copithorne, DPW). 

Mystic St Bridge: Officially underway with Phase 1. This is the longest phase and 
will involve utilities relocation, sidewalk closures, and installation of temporary 
crosswalks. Phase 1 is estimated to take 9 – 12 months. Phase 2 will involve 
center construction; and Phase 3 will involve the side by the Police Department.  

Sidewalk construction: Improvements near Hardy School will take place through 
the end of May. Work will pause and then restart after July 1. 

https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhvo3))/supporthome.aspx
https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhvo3))/supporthome.aspx
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/Home/Components/News/News/14699/16?platform=hootsuite&npage=16
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/Home/Components/News/News/14699/16?platform=hootsuite&npage=16
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Road rehabilitation: work will start in May on Marathon St. This will include 
sidewalk and curbs. 

Curb-ramp project: Town and CBDG (Federal funds) to update sidewalk curb 
ramps for ADA compliance.  

Watermain Replacement: (1) Pleasant St from Irving St to Route 2 beginning 
after Patriots’ Day. (2) Decatur St. 

Minuteman Bikeway Bridge Deck Replacement (near Alewife Station): awaiting 
approval from MBTA. Construction is planned for June or July.  

AHS Traffic Signal Activation (Mill St and Mill Brook Dr): Traffic signal activated. 
Designer, APD, and DPW each separately made observations. Data are being 
compiled and more definitive conclusions will be presented at the next meeting.  

C. There was no update from the Police Department. 

4. Discussion: Crosswalks – Criteria and Research. 

Jim Stubbe summarized the slides, framing the discussion as related to 
crosswalks and pedestrian flags (leading to Article 5). What criteria should go 
into prioritizing pedestrian-flag locations? What are the expectations installing 
pedestrian flags? For example, should pedestrian flags be placed at all crossings 
of Broadway? 

Len Diggins argued that pedestrian flags should be installed everywhere, asking 
if the limitation was cost or maintenance. John Aslanian asked if the Select Board 
could provide has prioritization list for placement of pedestrian flags. 

Chris Tassone, Laura Swan, and Shoji Takahashi expressed concern that 
installing pedestrian flags might reduce use of interventions such as bollards to 
address safety issues. If pedestrian flags are installed, the Town should consider 
additional simple interventions such as placing a pedestrian-crossing bollard. 

Bill Copithorne commented that placing a pedestrian bollard requires APD 
review. He added that adding pedestrian bollards does increase costs related to 
materials and staff.  

Scott Smith asked if there is a role for neighbors near pedestrian flag 
installations. Jim Stubbe responded that managing neighbors’ roles (such as 
replacing flags and repairing canisters) can be time consuming and might be 
better handled by TAC.  

Ofer Mazor asked if there was evidence for pedestrian flags enhancing the 
safety. Melissa Laube suggested that TAC conduct observational studies to see 
how people are using pedestrian flags.  



Transportation Advisory Committee Minutes Page 4 
April 9, 2025 

4 

5. Vote: Crossing Flag Request (Park Ave). 

Town leadership requested that TAC consider proactively installing pedestrian 
crossing flags at every non-signalized intersection on Park Ave starting at the 
border road along Route 2 and continuing to Downing Sq. 

A motion was made for TAC to add pedestrian flags at the following crossings of 
Park Ave: Park Circle, Appleton St, Wollaston Ave, Paul Revere Rd (if practical).  

The motion passed 7 – 3 (Yes: John Aslanian, Len Diggins, Melissa Laube, Ofer 
Mazur, Scott Smith, Jim Stubbe, and Laura Swan. No: John Alessi, Copithorne, 
Takahashi).  

6. Update: Arlington Heights Safety Zone Implementation. 

Ofer Mazor summarized the slides, providing an update to TAC. Safety Zone 
signs have been mounted along the boundaries of the Safety Zone in Arlington 
Heights. Petru Sofio suggested that additional signs be placed inside the Safety 
Zone to remind drivers of the speed limit given the fairly long length of the Safety 
Zone.  

7. Update: SSR/Speed Limit Status. 

Jim Stubbe noted the rescission of Special Speed Regulations (SSRs) on the 
following roadways: Mystic St, Rt 2A – Summer St, Rt 60 -Pleasant / Mystic / 
Chestnut / Medford, Gray St, Lake St, Wachusett Ave, Mountain Ave, Pheasant 
St, and N Union St.  

Old speed limit signs are being removed and “Thickly Settled Speed Limit” signs 
are being fabricated. Slides were discussed showing the proposed signs and 
locations for placement.  

8. Discussion: Proposed Safety Zones on Summer St. 

Jim Stubbe summarized the slides on two proposed Safety Zones located on 
Summer St: Buzzell Field and McClennan Field.  

Scott Smith endorsed a Safety Zone at Buzzell Field. However, he expressed 
concern with a Safety Zone at McClennan Field noting that driver speeds are 
much higher than 20 mph and speed compliance could be a problem. TAC 
should consider other elements to reduce vehicle speeds such as a raised 
crosswalk. Melissa Laube concurred. Andy Greenspon expressed support for 
Safety Zones at both locations.  
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9. Adjourn. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm. 



Pedestrian Crossing Flag Requests

Flag Requests Since our last TAC meeting there have been 5 requests to install 

Pedestrian Crossing Flags, three on Pleasant St and two on 

Summer St:

▪  Pleasant St

▪ Guild and Kensington

▪ Maple and Lombard

▪ Wellington

▪ Summer St

▪ King St

▪ Washington St

05/14/25



Pleasant St and Guild/Kensington

From RSRF Submitter: Kathryn Gillis

Neighbor Support:  Yes – neighbor signature provided for each of the 3 

Pleasant St requests.

Please consider adding orange safety Pedestrian Flags and Canisters 

to hold the flags in, at each of these three crosswalks. I would be happy 

to help install them if a volunteer is needed. I have collected signatures 

from neighbors living adjacent to these crosswalks, which I have 

attached, as well as photos of each crosswalk. 

Please also consider repainting the white crosswalk lines at two of the 

locations- Gould Rd & Kensington, and at Maple St & Lombard, as 

some of the lines are not very visible anymore.
05/14/25



Pleasant St and Maple/Lombard

From RSRF Submitter: Kathryn Gillis

Neighbor Support:  Yes – neighbor signature provided for each of the 3 

Pleasant St requests.

Please consider adding orange safety Pedestrian Flags and Canisters 

to hold the flags in, at each of these three crosswalks. I would be happy 

to help install them if a volunteer is needed. I have collected signatures 

from neighbors living adjacent to these crosswalks, which I have 

attached, as well as photos of each crosswalk. 

Please also consider repainting the white crosswalk lines at two of the 

locations- Gould Rd & Kensington, and at Maple St & Lombard, as 

some of the lines are not very visible anymore.
05/14/25

Sa
me



Pleasant St and Wellington

From RSRF Submitter: Kathryn Gillis

Neighbor Support:  Yes – neighbor signature provided for each of the 3 

Pleasant St requests.

Please consider adding orange safety Pedestrian Flags and Canisters 

to hold the flags in, at each of these three crosswalks. I would be happy 

to help install them if a volunteer is needed. I have collected signatures 

from neighbors living adjacent to these crosswalks, which I have 

attached, as well as photos of each crosswalk. 

Please also consider repainting the white crosswalk lines at two of the 

locations- Gould Rd & Kensington, and at Maple St & Lombard, as 

some of the lines are not very visible anymore.
05/14/25

Sa
me



Summer St and King St

From RSRF Submitter: Woody Redpath

Neighbor Support:  Not provided

There are large pedestrian signs and a cross walk, but cars do not stop 

to allow pedestrians to cross. It is a necessary crossing area because 

the side closest to Hills Hill is the only side that has a sidewalk if one 

wishes to walk down the hill towards Ed Burns Arena. I have stood there 

waiting to cross for a minute or two. 

05/14/25



Summer St and Washington St

From RSRF Submitter: Woody Redpath

Neighbor Support:  Not provided

There is a cross walk and large pedestrian signs, but rarely do cars stop 

on Summer street to let pedestrians cross. Many people access Hills 

Hill.

05/14/25
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TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Town of Arlington 
Department of Planning & Community Development 

Town Hall Annex, 730 Mass Ave, Arlington, MA 02476 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

To: Members of the Select Board 

From: Transportation Advisory Committee 

Date: May14, 2025 

RE: Summer St – Buzzell and Arlington Catholic Fields Proposed Safety Zone 

 

 
Summary and Recommendation  

TAC would like to thank the Select Board and Town Staff for all of their support as Arlington has 

worked to rescind the Special Speed Regulations, install the advisory Thickly Settled District 25 

MPH signage, and embark on our first commercial Safety Zone in the heights.  Several TAC 

working groups were formed to assess remaining opportunities for Safety Zone and advisory 

signage and plans to provide a prioritized list that will be in line with the availability of DPW 

resources. 

The recent recission of the SSR in effect on Summer St gives Arlington the perfect opportunity 

to begin our Safety Zone prioritization for Parks / Playgrounds.  Summer St between Mill and 

Mystic Streets is one of the busiest stretches of roadway in Arlington and has two very active 

fields and a playground along the stretch.   TAC is proposing to make this stretch of Summer St 

a Safety Zone.  The proposed span of the zone is shown below.  

 

Buzzell / Arlington Catholic Fields – Proposed Safety Zone
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In order to increase the likelihood that drivers will adhere to the new Safety Zone Speed Limit, 

TAC is recommending that a number of actions approved in November 2022 for the Summer / 

Victoria crosswalk be implemented and that Arlington use this site to adopt a quick build 

solution including curb bump out and a pedestrian refuge island.  This solution does not require 

parking removal and aligns with and physically enforces existing No Parking areas. 

Overview 

This section of Summer St is very heavily used and due to parking on game days and the 

curvature of the road, there are recognized visibility issues.  TAC has made several 

recommendations which were approved by the Select Board.   

Given the lack of parking at the fields, many of the people arriving by motor vehicle are parking 

in the neighborhood north of Summer St and then proceeding to cross Summer St on foot..  

This creates a constant conflict between vulnerable users and vehicles. 

By including the curb bump outs and a pedestrian refuge in the solution, the visibility issues are 

significantly reduced.  Preliminary measurements indicate that with the proposed treatments, 

both the crossing distance and the travel lanes will be reduced to 11 feet.   

Crash Summary  

In the past 5 years, this area has seen 10 crashes, 2 including vulnerable users. 

Safety Zone Template  

Per prior discussion/agreement on presentation format, the information below outlines the 

reasoning behind TAC’s recommendations. 

 

MassDOT Procedures for

Speed Zoning: Safety Zone

Minimum ¼ Mi

Distance

Vulnerable

User

Attraction(s)

User / Vehicle

Conflicts

Buzzell / Arlington Catholic Fields are the primary vulnerable 

user attractions.   Dunkin and Fresh Pond Seafood attract 

vehicular traffic.

This is a heavily used vehicle corridor and a heavily used cross 

street pedestrian corridor for people going to and from games on 

both fields.  Pedestrian visibility is poor on game days due to 

parked vehicles along Summer St and the curvature of the 

roadway.

The proposed zone is approximately ¼ mile.  
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Sign Locations 

 

Summer St / Victoria St Crosswalk – Remaining Original Recommendations 

A number of actions were recommended by TAC and approved by the Select Board for this 

crosswalk (TAC Memo dated 12/14/22 - included as Attachment A).  To date, two actions have 

been completed: 

▪ Pedestrian flags were installed 

▪ Street lighting was upgraded 

Additionally, DPCD has made two requests to MassDOT for RRFB equipment for this location. 

In reconsidering what to recommend, TAC is proposing a low-cost, quick build solution that 

includes curb bump outs and a pedestrian refuge.  This recommendation addresses several of 

the recommendations in the original memo that were trying to address pedestrian visibility to 

drivers and vehicle visibility for pedestrians. 

When paired with this recommendation, the items from the original memo that are still 

recommended are: 

▪ Replace existing signs with Rectangular Rapid-Flashing Beacons (RRFBs) – requested 

from MassDOT 

▪ Trim the tree on the north side that is blocking sign visibility for eastbound drivers 

▪ Lower/move the No Parking signs 

▪ Repaint the crosswalk markings 

▪ Add advanced yield lines on the road 

Summer St / Victoria St Crosswalk – Quick Build Recommendation 

In the long run, the extension of the bike path along Mystic Valley Parkway will create a 

permanent solution for this crosswalk and overall Safety Zone area.  In the short term TAC is 

recommending that Arlington install a quick build crosswalk solution as shown below.   

Summer St eastbound in 

front of 86 Summer St / 

Russell Terrace

Summer St eastbound in 

front Cusak Terrace

Pictures Showing Safety Zone Sign Locations – Summer St

Safety Zone - Summer St 

westbound in front of 

Mystic St Gulf

End Speed Zone -

Summer St westbound in 

front of Fresh Pond 

Seafood
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There are three separate elements in the proposed solution: 

▪ North side of Summer St – 3’ bump out with extended parallel curb 

▪ Middle – 6’ wide pedestrian refuge 

▪ South side – 2 - 6’ wide and 9’ long bump outs on either side  

 

This is a mock-up and not the final design.  DPCD will need to create the design specifics for 

the final build out.  From a timing point of view, it would be ideal if DPW could plan to install 

these treatments over the summer and prior to the start of school and fall sports on the fields. 

There are two possible suppliers for these products:  Redipave and US Reflector.  They are 

similar and both have the ability to provide standard or modular configurations.  The estimated 

costs for the solution below are approximately $xx,yyy.  These options are more “permanent” in 

that they are installed and stay in position until the permanent curb/pavement solutions can be 

installed.  Both companies advertise a ½ day installation time for a crosswalk like this. 

Alternatively, a bollard solution (similar to what is installed at Appleton ad Mass Ave) would be 

cheaper but also require maintenance / removal for snow plowing. 
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Attachment A – TAC Memo dated 12/14/22 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 

Arlington Planning Department,  
730 Mass Ave, Arlington MA 

 

Date:  December 14, 2021. 

To:  Select Board. 

From:  Transportation Advisory Committee. 

Subject:  Recommended Summer Street and Victoria Road Crosswalk 

Improvements  

Memorandum 

1  Background 

Safety issues were raised by residents related visibility of pedestrians in this crosswalk and TAC 

was asked to revisit the location.   

 A prior TAC review resulted in expanding the No Parking zone to 40’ prior to the crosswalk on 

the eastbound side of Summer St.  Observations related to that show that 40 was insufficient to 

ensure safety. 

2  Summary Analysis 

The biggest concern is that traffic does not see pedestrians starting to cross until they are well 

past their safe stopping distance. There is a critical lack of visibility of the pedestrians  at the 

curb, and the crosswalk signs and pavement markings do very little to prepare motorized 

vehicles to stop.  These observations apply to both the Eastbound and Westbound directions of 

traffic on Summer St with the Eastbound direction being more severe.   

On-street parking activities drastically impact sight distance as well. Parking right up to the 

crosswalk severely limits sight distance especially eastbound coming through the curve. The 40' 

no-parking area  frequently has illegally parked cars blocking sight lines. Activity at the park and 

playing fields draw pedestrians frequently whether from the neighborhood or from people 

parking in the neighborhood and walking, and children are especially at risk.  These 

observations and the analysis if the stopping sight distance are given in detail in Section 4 of 

this memo. 
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3  Recommendations 

A two-pronged approach is recommended, where in the long term more costly capitol 

improvements may be included as part of the Mystic River Path to Minuteman Bikeway project 

(https://www.arlingtonma.gov/Home/Components/News/News/11771/16).  In the Short term, 

some signage and pavement markings will provide immediate safety improvements at this 

crosswalk. 

Summary Recommendations: 

▪ Limited Visibility for Crosswalk Signage and Markings (4.1) 
▪ Replace existing signs with Rectangular Rapid-Flashing Beacons (RRFBs) 
▪ Add paired advanced warning flashing beacon signs 
▪ Remove the Lowell Street Detour sign on Summer St westbound 
▪ Trim the tree on the north side that is blocking sign visibility for eastbound drivers 
▪ Lower/move the No Parking signs 
▪ Repaint the crosswalk markings 
▪ Add advanced yield lines on the road 

▪ Limited Visibility for Both Pedestrians and Drivers (4.2) 
▪ Eastbound - Extend the current 40’ No Parking zone before the crosswalk to 100’ 

(just beyond the telephone pole) – this removes 3 parking spots 
▪ Eastbound – Create a No Parking zone for 20’ past the crosswalk – this removes 

1 parking spot 
▪ Westbound – Create a No Parking zone between the driveways on either side of 

37 Summer St – this removes 1 parking spot 
▪ Install flex posts along the all the No Parking areas 
▪ Paint all the No Parking areas with a white chevron pattern 
▪ Install No Parking signs along the No Parking areas  
▪ Add orange crossing flags on both sides of Summer Street 

▪ No Posted Speed Limits and Crashes (4.3) 
▪ Put up a Speed Limit sign in both directions 
▪ Prior recommendations should increase visibility and reduce crashes  

▪ Arlington town activities underway 
▪ Police and Engineering are reviewing existing regulatory signs for update 
▪ Engineering has initiated an update to the lighting at this intersection   

 

Proposed intersection and crosswalk configuration based on recommendations: 

 

 

 

RRFB 

Replace

RRFB Replaces 

Existing Sign 

Paired RRFB Advanced 

Warning Sign – 100’ From 

Crosswalk 

Paired RRFB Advanced 

Warning Sign – 100’ 

From Crosswalk 

Advanced 

Yield Line 

Advanced 

Yield Line 

RRFB Replaces 

Existing Sign 

Chevron Paint in No 

Parking Zones and Flex 

Posts Along Edge Lines 
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4  Existing Conditions and Problem Analysis  

4.1  Limited Visibility for Crosswalk Signage and Markings on Road   

 

Crosswalk signage observations: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crosswalk signage recommendations: 

▪ Replace the existing crosswalk signs on both sides of Summer St with double sided 
Rectangular Rapid-Flashing Beacons (RRFBs) with down arrow signs 

▪ Add paired advanced warning flashing beacon signs ~100’ before the RRFBs  
▪ Remove the Lowell Street Detour sign on Summer St westbound 
▪ Trim the tree on the north side that is blocking sign visibility for eastbound drivers 
▪ Lower/move the No Parking signs in both directions so they are not blocking the new 

RRFB crosswalk signs 
 

Markings on road observations: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Markings on the road recommendations: 

▪ Repaint the crosswalk markings 
▪ Add an advanced yield line on the road before the crosswalks in both directions aligned 

with the paired advanced warning flashing beacon signs 
 

Summer St Westbound 

Crosswalk Sign Blocked Crosswalk Sign Missing 

Summer St Eastbound 

Crosswalk Signs Blocked 

Summer St Eastbound Summer St Westbound 

Limited Visibility of Crosswalk Markings on Street 
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4.2  Limited Visibility for Both Pedestrians and Drivers  

 

Pedestrians waiting at the curb and drivers approaching the crosswalk have limited 

visibility - observations: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pedestrians and vehicles are not visible when pedestrians are at the curb and drivers are 

at the safe stopping distance for 30 mph (109 feet) - observations: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer St Eastbound Summer St Westbound 

Pictures taken from safe stopping distance and drivers position in road during game days. 

Pedestrians are hidden around curve 

and behind parked cars. 

Pedestrians are hidden behind parked car, 

and signs. 

Summer St Westbound Summer St Eastbound 

Pedestrians do not have a clear view of traffic approaching the crosswalk in either direction. 

Drivers do not have a clear view of pedestrians waiting at the crosswalk in either direction. 

Summer St Eastbound Summer St Westbound 

Safe Stopping Distance at 30 mph (109 feet) 
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Limited visibility for both pedestrians and drivers – recommendations: 

▪ Eastbound – Extend the current 40’ No Parking zone before the crosswalk to 100’ (just 
beyond the telephone pole) – this removes 3 parking spots 

▪ Eastbound – Create a No Parking zone for 20’ past the crosswalk – this removes 1 
parking spot 

▪ Westbound – Create a No Parking zone between the driveways on either side of 37 
Summer St – this removes 1 parking spot 

▪ Install flex posts along the both No Parking areas aligned with the edge lines of Summer 
Street 

▪ Paint all the No Parking areas with a white chevron pattern to increase visibility  
▪ Install No Parking signs along the No Parking areas  
▪ Add orange crossing flags on both sides of Summer Street 

 

 

4.3  No Posted Speed Limits and Crashes 

No posted speed limit: 

▪ There are no posted speed limit signs along Summer Street near the crosswalk 
▪ The nearest signs which post the speed at 30 MPH are located just east of the skating 

rink on the eastbound side of Summer and just west of the High St rotary on the 
westbound side of Mystic Valley Parkway 

▪ The Town of Arlington issued Special Speed Regulation 44-A (below) in 1972 indicating 
that the speed limit in both directions on Summer St between Mystic St and the start of 
the State Highway is 25 MPH.  This covers the crosswalk at Summer and Victoria. 

 

 

 



   
 

10 – 05/14/25 
 

Crash data at the Victoria and Summer Intersection: 

 

 

 

 

No Posted Speed Limit and Crashes – Recommendations: 

▪ Put up a Speed Limit sign in both directions far enough in advance of the crosswalk so 
as not to block other signs 

▪ Other recommendations already made should increase visibility and reduce crashes  
▪ Note that the Arlington Police and Engineering departments are already reviewing the 

existing regulatory signs on Summer Street and will request updates as needed from 
DPW 

 

Crash Date Crash Time Crash Severity Number of 

Vehicles

Vehicle Action Prior to Crash Ambient Light Weather 

Condition

Non Motorist 

Type

30-Apr-2016 2:29 PM Property 

damage only 

(none injured)

2 V1: Slowing or stopped in traffic / 

V2: Travelling straight ahead

Daylight Clear

21-May-2016 5:12 PM Property 

damage only 

(none injured)

2 V1: Slowing or stopped in traffic / 

V2: Travelling straight ahead

Daylight Clear

30-Jun-2016 8:22 AM Not Reported 2 V1: Slowing or stopped in traffic / 

V2: Travelling straight ahead

Daylight Clear/Clear

25-Oct-2017 7:25 AM Non-fatal injury 3 V1: Slowing or stopped in traffic / 

V2: Slowing or stopped in traffic / 

V3: Travelling straight ahead

Daylight Rain

09-Dec-2017 8:00 PM Property 

damage only 

(none injured)

2 V1: Travelling straight ahead / V2: 

Slowing or stopped in traffic

Dark - lighted 

roadway

Snow/Sleet, hail 

(freezing rain or 

drizzle)

01-Jun-2018 12:13 PM Non-fatal injury 2 V1: Travelling straight ahead / V2: 

Turning left

Daylight Clear

21-Nov-2018 2:14 PM Property 

damage only 

(none injured)

2 V1: Travelling straight ahead / V2: 

Slowing or stopped in traffic

Daylight Clear

23-Dec-2019 6:29 PM Property 

damage only 

(none injured)

2 V1: Slowing or stopped in traffic / 

V2: Travelling straight ahead

Dark - lighted 

roadway

Clear

22-Mar-2021 3:31 PM Property 

damage only 

(none injured)

2 V1: Slowing or stopped in traffic / 

V2: Travelling straight ahead

Daylight Clear

07-Jul-2021 9:05 PM Non-fatal injury 2 V1: Turning left / V2: Travelling 

straight ahead

Dark - lighted 

roadway

Rain

13-Nov-2021 2:57 PM Non-fatal injury 1 V1: Travelling straight ahead Daylight Clear  P1: Cyclist

20-May-2022 2:49 PM Property 

damage only 

(none injured)

2 V1: Slowing or stopped in traffic / 

V2: Travelling straight ahead

Daylight ClearRear-end

Angle

Rear-end

Rear-end

Rear-end

Rear-end

Angle

Rear-end

Rear-end

Rear-end

Rear-end

Rear-end

Manner of Collision



TAC Website
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Current website
• https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-

committees/transportation-advisory-committee



Issues

• Over the past 24 years, we have accumulated a lot of material
• Some is now outdated
• Organization could be improved



Recommended reorganization
• Agendas, minutes and membership (handled separately by the Town)
• Guidelines

• Arlington-specific guidelines and policies

• Arlington-specific data and reports
• Town-wide items (e.g., crash maps, street list)
• Neighborhood reports

• External links
• Primarily from State and Federal governments

• Archive
• Old materials that may be outdated.  Keep, but with a disclaimer.  



Guidelines

• Decision criteria for transportation decisions (review)

• Traffic calming policy
• Complete streets policy
• Parking policies (e.g., one-side parking)

• What you can do to improve traffic safety in Arlington (review and update to 
be consistent with current law.  e.g., 25 mph speed limit))

• Other policies: stop signs, crosswalks, speed regulations
• Move to the archive, pending review



Arlington-specific data and reports

• Town-wide
• Crash maps, street list
• Transportation assessment study
• Safe routes to school

• Neighborhood memos and reports



External links

• State
• Recommend adding Crash Data | Mass.gov
• Keep Boston MPO, MBTA, MassBike, WalkMassachusetts
• Add Mass MUTCD Amendments

• Federal
• Keep Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
• Keep Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center
• Add  Proven Safety Countermeasures | FHWA



Archive

• Disclaimer:  Items here are archived, and may contain outdated information

• Include materials from earlier in TAC history, for example
• Getting around A-Town series from 2011-2012
• Older materials on traffic calming



TAC Project List – Discussion and Volunteers

Projects TAC is well positioned to move Arlington’s approach to 

transportation issues over the coming year.  TAC does need to 

balance need versus urgency versus ability of the town to support 

our activities and recommendations.  

 Well thought out, pragmatic solutions resonate with town staff and 

the Select Board and have a much higher probability of adoption.

 Currently the high visibility options for TAC include:

▪ Parks, fields, and playgrounds – Safety Zones

▪ Commercial Zones – Safety Zone prioritized list

▪ School Zone and Safety Zone overlaps and conflict

▪ Phase 2/3 SSR Recissions

▪ Connector roadways 

▪ Pedestrian Crossing Requests – Roadway Safety Request Forms

Prioritization With the actions already given to DPW, TAC will need to balance the 

priorities of any new recommendations agains existing work in the 

queue as well as newly proposed work being recommended but our 

working groups.  

05/14/25



Parks Fields and Playgrounds

Fields/Playground Need to establish a Safety Zone prioritized list:

▪ Do we do them all?  (starting list below)  A subset?  

▪ Need to establish criteria to “not” do (i.e., parking available)

▪ Schools?  See item on P4

▪ Other ideas?  Volunteers?

05/14/25

Park Adjacent Street(s) Fenced (Y/N/Partial)? Adjacent School (Y/N)?
Parking? Lot / Street / 

Small Lot

Safety Zone 

Recommendation
Notes

Arlington Reservoir Lowell St Y N Lot

Buzzell Field Summer St Y N Street

Catholic Practice Field Summer St Y N Street

N Union Y Y Street

Everett St Y Y Street

Herbert Rd Y N Street Already a Safety Zone

Thorndike St N N Street

McClennnan Patk Summer St N N Lot

Jason St Y N Street Already SSR 20

Spring St N N Small Lot Already SSR 20

Parallel Park Medford St Y N Street

Robbins Farm Park Eastern Ave Partial Y Street
Brackett School Zone covers 

some of the park.

Summer St 

Forest St

Ryder St

Lombard Terrrace Y N Street Near Boys/Girls Club

Wellington St N N Street

Spy Pond Park Linwood St N N Street
Linwood St dead ends at the 

park.

Thorndike Field Margaret St N N Lot No Need
Margaret St dead ends in the 

parking lot

Wellington Park Grove St Partial N Street Tennis courts

Spy Pond Field

Menotomy Rocks Park

Summer St Field / 

Buck Filed / Hills Hill / 

Ed Burns Arena

Y N Lot

Magnolia Park

Lussiano Field / N 

Union Spray Park

Potential Safety Zones - Parks

Two lots at Thompson 

School.  School Zone covers 

some of the park.



Commercial Zones

Commercial Arlington Heights Business District is our first.  The specifications 

are in DPW’s hands for implementation.  

Where else?

▪ Mass Ave- Arlington Center

▪ Mass Ave - East Arlington

▪ Broadway – where?

▪ Others?

▪ Volunteers?
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School and Safety Zone Overlap/Conflict

School/Safety There is a fundamental mis-alignment of school and safety zones in 

Arlington.  Often, schools are near parks and playgrounds and the 

School Zone regulations do not cover the times the associated park, 

field and playground areas are active.

▪ Characterize each school with adjoining parks, fields and 

playgrounds (effort should be combined with P2)

▪ Define and work to resolve with MassDOT

▪ Trying to systematically answer the question of how best to 

protect our vulnerable users who are attracted to these 

spaces

▪ This may not be well served by signage and be better addressed 

by calming

▪ Will potentially impact Safety Zones on P2
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Phase 2/3 SSR Recissions

Recissions Phase 2 of the recissions includes roadways where SSR sets the 

Speed Limit to 25 MPH for the entire roadway.

Phase3 of the recissions includes roadways where the SSR either 

sets the Speed Limit to 20 MPH for the entire roadway or a portion 

of the roadway (with the remainder at 25 MPH).  Issues to be 

resolved:

▪ What to do with 20 MPH segments?

▪ How many Thickly Settled District signs are appropriate?

Objective The original objective of the SSR project was to ensure that all 

SSRs are rescinded at the completion of the projects.  To put it a 

more visual way, TAC would like to simplify driving in Arlington and 

only have the Speed Limit signs below in town.

 Is this still our objective?
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Other Connector Roadways

Connectors This item could easily be combined with the prior one though the 

timing is most likely different.  The question we need to decide is for 

the roadways not covered by SSRs, which of our collector roads 

should have the Thickly Settled District 25 MPH signs installed?

The “elephant in the room” here is Mass Ave.  This discussion 

should probably wait for TAC and Arlingtpn to address what Safety 

Zones are appropriate for Mass Ave and then examine the 

remaining portions of the roadway.

Other connectors?  Lowell St?
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Pedestrian Crossing Flags

Flag Requests As discussed earlier, these are now coming in formally to TAC 

through the Roadway Safety Request Forms on Arlington’s web site.  

We are looking to establish a team who is responsible for:

▪ Fielding the requests as they come in

▪ Performing an initial assessment of request / location

▪ Bringing the assessment along with a recommendation to the next 

TAC meeting for discussion as needed or for vote if appropriate to 

expedite

▪ Messaging the submitter(s) along the way so they know the 

actions and resolution to the request
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