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Transportation Advisory Committee

Date: Wednesday, May 14th, 2025.
Time: 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM.
Location: Conducted via Remote Participation.

Remote Participation Details

e To register for the Zoom meeting:
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/35825/

e After registering via the link in the calendar event, you will receive a confirmation
email containing information about joining the meeting.

Members of the public are asked to send written comments to Jim Stubbe, TAC Chair at
tac@town.arlington.ma.us.

*Notice to the Public on meeting privacy*

In the interests of preventing abuse of videoconferencing technology, all participants
wishing to attend via the Zoom App must register for each meeting and follow multi-step
authentication protocols. Please allow additional time to join the meeting. Further,
members of the public who wish to participate without providing their name may still do
so by telephone at (646) 876-9923 using Meeting ID 823 4735 2935.

Agenda

NOTE: Times are for planning purposes only and will vary depending upon discussion.
If time becomes short, some topics may be postponed to a later meeting.

1. 7:00 Administration — Chair (10 min).
A. Notice of Remotely Conducted Meetings.
B. Pedestrian Flag Requests - Status
C. Vote: Approval of 5/14/25 meeting notes.
D. Correspondence.
2. 7:10 Public Comments (for information only, not for action) — Chair (5 min).
A. To submit a “fix” request, go to Arlington’s Question/Answer Center at:
https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wugodzqwd0
ghvo3))/supporthome.aspx
B. To submit a new transportation infrastructure request, go to Arlington’s
Roadway Safety Request form at:
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-
committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form
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3. 7:15 Town Issues/Activities (not already on the agenda) — John/ Bill/ Corey (25
min)

4. 7:40 Vote: Simplified Safety Zone at Buzzell/Catholic Fields on Summer St —
Jim (20 minutes)

5. 8:00 Discussion — Pre / Post SSR Speed Study - Park and Broadway — Jim (15
minutes)

6. 8:15 Discussion — Quick Build Solutions — Jim (15 minutes)

7. 8:30 Discussion: TAC Project List Recap and Status —(15 minutes)

8. 8:45 Adjourn

Correspondence Sent/Received from 4/5/25 — 5/2/25.

e Select Board Approval TAC Rec Winter Oxford Streets.
Next Meetings.

e July 9, 2025.

e August — Summer Break.
e September 10, 2025.
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Transportation Advisory Committee.

Date: May 14, 2025.
Time: 7:00 PM — 9:00 PM.
Location: Conducted via Remote Participation (Zoom).

Minutes.

1. Administration.

Members in Attendance: John Alessi (DPCD), John Aslanian, Bill Copithorne
(DPW), Lenard Diggins, Andrew Greenspon, Melissa Laube,

Emily Prud’hommeaux, Scott Smith, James Stubbe (Chair), Laura Swan,
Shoji Takahashi, and Chris Tassone.

Members Absent: Beth Benedikt, Ofer Mazor, Kristina Osborn, and
Corey Rateau (APD).

Members of Public in Attendance: Kathryn Gillis, Woody Redpath, and Petru
Sofio.

The Chair provided notice regarding Remotely Conducted Meetings, referring the
members to Governor Healey’s legislation of March 28, 2025, which allows public
bodies to meet in a hybrid or remote format while also allowing participants at
town meetings to participate remotely.

The Chair reviewed the meeting ground rules and announced that the meeting
was being recorded.
B. Approval of April 9, 2025 Meeting Notes.

Minutes for the April 9, 2025 Meeting were approved.

C. Summer Break.

TAC will take a summer break for the month of July or August depending on the
availability of members.
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D. Town Day.

Town Day is scheduled for September 20, 2025. TAC Working Group will try to
add elements to make for a more welcoming and engaging booth. TAC and
ABAC will have a joint booth, and TAC will pay the Town fee for the booth.

E. Park Ave — Pedestrian Flag Installation.

Park Ave pedestrian flags have been installed at Wollaston Ave and Paul

Revere Rd. Park Circle and Appleton St do not have poles to install flag
canisters, and a request was made to the Town Manager and DPW to install sign
posts. Emily Prud’hommeaux commented that she observes high use of
pedestrian flags at Park Ave / Wollaston Ave / Paul Revere Rd. She rebalances
the pedestrian flags during the week.

F. SSR Update.

All speed limit signs above 25 mph have been removed. Some 20-mph signs
remain and will be removed. Bill Copithorne added that the speed feedback sign
on Lake St was programmed for 30 mph and will be reprogrammed for 20 mph
during school hours and 25 mph otherwise.

G. Correspondence Sent/Received from 4/5/25 — 5/2/25.

e 3 Roadway Safety Forms — will be discussed during the Pedestrian Flag
Requests topic.

e Select Board Approval: 04.28.25 North Union Approval TAC.

2. Public Comments (for information only, not for action).

A. To submit a “fix” request, go to Arlington’s Question/Answer Center at:
https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/ rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wugodzqwdOghv
03))/supporthome.aspx

B. To submit a new transportation infrastructure request, go to Arlington’s
Roadway Safety Request form at: https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-
governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form.
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3. Town Issues/Activities (not already on the agenda).

A. Update from the Department of Planning and Community
Development (John Alessi, DPCD).

Broadway Corridor Redesign: eleven proposals were received and will be
reviewed. Town Meeting passed the funding match.

Stratton SRTS: Right-of-way acquisition is nearly complete: formal legal
paperwork will be filed with the Registry of Deeds.

School, Parks & Recreation: new bicycle rack locations will be selected based in-
part on work conducted by AHS intern. Concrete pads will be placed.

Bluebikes Stations: new stations will be installed at Mystic Valley Parkway/River
St, and Mass Ave/Alewife Brook Parkway.

Bike Lane Design: capital approval for bike lane design by Toole Design for
Mill St and Pleasant St, which are currently undergoing utility work. Toole Design
was previously contracted for bike lane design in the Town.

Mystic River to Minuteman Bikeway Connector: capital approval for final design
in advance of MWRA utility work.

B. Update from the Department of Public Works (Bill Copithorne, DPW).

Sidewalk construction: Improvements near Hardy School underway and will
conclude at the end of May.

Road rehabilitation: Marathon St, Harlow St, and Everett St (includes sidewalk
and curbs).

Watermain Replacement: Decatur St will conclude next week followed by
restoration the following week.

Minuteman Bikeway Bridge Deck Replacement (near Alewife Station):
Construction is planned for June.

C. There was no update from the Police Department.

4. Discussion: Pedestrian Flag Requests via the Roadway Safety
Request Form.

Jim Stubbe summarized the slides. He posed questions on flag-location
prioritization: What are criteria and limits for flag placement? What are the
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expectations? Andy Greenspon responded that the requests are indicative of the
need for safety.

Scott Smith affirmed the placement of pedestrian flags on Pleasant St. As the
neighbor support is strong, will they care for flags? However, managing neighbor-
maintenance can take a lot of time. The placement of flags along Summer St is
less clear, and there are possible visibility challenges. Shoji Takahashi also
affirmed the placement at Pleasant St, and added that a bus stop is located at
Washington St/ Summer St.

Laura Swan said that if pedestrian flags are installed, other simple interventions
such as pedestrian crossing bollard be considered. TAC should visit and observe
candidate locations to see if proper signs are placed, detectable panels are
installed, and lighting is adequate.

Woody Redpath, who submitted the requests on Summer St for pedestrian flags
and RRFB, informed TAC that he has neighbor support and will obtain additional
signatures. He walks along the route and crosses Summer St with his 4-year-old

son.
5. Discussion and Vote: Safety Zone at Buzzell/Catholic Fields on
Summer St.

Jim Stubbe summarized the slides on proposed Safety Zones on Summer St.
Scott Smith said that speed and volume data would make for a stronger case.
Jim Stubbe responded that there are old speed studies; new studies will be
conducted with the rescission of SSR.

TAC will hold the vote for further discussion.

6. Discussion: TAC website.

Scott Smith summarized the slides on the project to renew the TAC website. For
the next steps, John Alessi will contact Joan Roman, the Town Public Information
Officer on the process for updating the website.

7. Discussion: Distributed TAC Project List.

Commercial Zones. Ofer Mazor, Scott Smith, and Chris Tassone will form a
Working Group on the Commercial Zones.

Phase 2/3 SSR Rescissions. Jim Stubbe presented the slides and inquired about
the 20-mph SSR segments. John Alessi commented that the 20-mph segments
are not harmful; removing them now only to restore them later would be
problematic. Removing the signs is probably a low priority. Bill Copithorne added
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that removing 20-mph segments would not improve safety. He also mentioned
that enforcement under the statutory townwide speed limit requires a longer
period of observation before a citation can be issued than under the current
regulatory SSR speed limits). Ofer Mazor said that removing the signs would be
at great effort with small effects.

Jim Stubbe inquired about placement of “Thickly Settled” signs. John Alessi
responded that signs be placed at strategic locations where higher speeds might
occur and in commercial zones. Bill Copithorne and Laura Swan commented that
Lowell St is well covered with statutory signs and speed feedback sign.

Washington St / Ronald Rd and Washington St / Overlook Ave Stop Sign
Referral. John Alessi, Scott Smith, and Shoji Takahashi will form a Working
Group to review the stop sign request.

8. Adjourn.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.



Summer St: Proposed Safety Zone

Span of Zone

With the recission of the SSR in effect on Summer St, that leaves
one segment of the roadway that falls in line with Arlington’s Safety

Zone prioritization for Parks / Playgrounds.

» Buzzell/Arlington Catholic Fields
The proposed span of the zone is shown below.

Buzzell / Arlington Catholic Fields — Proposed Safety Zone

Jo\’\\’\son Rd

Johnson Rd

Cltter kifjjpg

o Arlington Catholic
Practice Field

o Arlington Catholic Field B ooKe
Hollov

Field Park

MI}I St

Mill Brook
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Buzzell / Arlington Catholic Fields

Overview This section of Summer St is very heavily used and due to parking
on game days and the curvature of the road, there are recognized
visibility issues.

Given the lack of parking at the fields, many of the people arriving
by motor vehicle are parking in the neighborhood north of Summer

St and then proceeding to cross Summer St on foot.. This creates a
constant conflict between vulnerable users and vehicles.

Crash Summary In the past 5 years, this area has seen 10 crashes, 2 including
vulnerable users.

MassDOT Procedures for . . . .
Speed Zoning: Safety zone Vulnerable Buzzell / Arlington Catholic Fields are the primary vulnerable

A User user attractions. Dunkin and Fresh Pond Seafood attract
: Attraction(s) | vehicular traffic.

uuuuu

SAFETY

o R User / Vehicle| Thisis a heavily used vehicle corridor and a heavily used cross
;Jé"g’ Conflicts street pedestrian corridor for people going to and from games on
' both fields. Pedestrian visibility is poor on game days due to

parked vehicles along Summer St and the curvature of the

roadway.
\ Minimum ¥ Mi | The proposed zone is approximately ¥ mile.

Distance
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Pictures Showing Safety Zone Sign Locations — Summer St

End Speed Zone -
Summer St westbound in
front of Fresh Pond
Seafood

Safety Zone - Summer St
westbound in front of
Mystic St Gulf

Summer St eastbound in

Summer St eastbound in front Cusak Terrace

front of 86 Summer St/
Russell Terrace
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Post SSR Recission — Broadway Results

Overview

Broadway

Results

Detail

Speeds on Broadway and Park Ave were measured before and after
recission of the Special Speed Regulations. The speed studies
were performed at the end of April 2025 and then compared against
the same locations in early May 2024.

The SSRs in effect on Broadway were rescinded and the existing
Speed Limit signs were removed. Numerous Thickly Settled District
25 MPH signs were installed.

At a high level, the speeds on Broadway are now ~ 3.4% lower with
the 85t % speed now at 27.3 MPH.

The 85t % results for each Broadway location and direction are
shown below:

Broadway Post SSR Recission - 85th % Speed Assessment (MPH) 2025 vs 2024
Roadway Location Direction 2025 Speed Change from 2024 | % Change from 2024
All 27.3 -1.0 -3.4%
All Eastbound 26.8 -1.4 -4.9%
Westbound 27.8 -0.6 -2.0%
All 25.6 -1.3 -4.9%
Broadway Cleveland/Winter Eastbound 25.0 -1.7 -6.4%
Westbound 26.3 -0.9 -3.5%
All 29.0 -0.6 -2.1%
Allen/Wyman Eastbound 28.6 -1.1 -3.5%
Westbound 29.4 -0.2 -0.7%
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Post SSR Recission — Broadway Location/Direction Results

Broadway

The detailed data below presents the 2025 Max, 95" %, 85" % and
Mean speeds, the change from 2024 and % change from 2024 for
each location and direction.
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Post SSR Recission — Park Ave Results

Park Ave

Results

Detail

A number of actions occurred on Park Ave:
* The SSRs were rescinded

The existing Speed Limit signs were removed

An electronic speed feedback sign was installed on Park Ave
northbound south of Oakland

APD became much more active at enforcement

Numerous Thickly Settled District 25 MPH signs were installed

At a high level, the speeds on Park Ave are now ~10.3% lower at
31.3.

The 85t % results for each location and direction is below. Note
that the Appleton location actually shows a modest increase in
speeds and the Oakland location shows a significant reduction.

Park Ave Post SSR Recission - 85th % Speed Assessment (MPH) 2025 vs 2024
Roadway Location Direction 2025 Speed Change from 2024 | % Change from 2024

All 31.3 -3.6 -10.3%
All Northbound 31.9 -4.2 -11.6%

Southbound 30.7 -3.0 -8.9%
All 30.6 -8.1 -21.0%
Park Ave Oakland/Linden Northbound 29.9 -10.2 -25.4%
Southbound 31.3 -6.1 -16.2%

All 32.1 0.9 0.2%

North of Appleton Northbound 34.0 1.8 5.4%

Southbound 30.1 0.1 0.2%
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Post SSR Recission — Park Ave Location/Direction Results

Park Ave

The detailed data below presents the 2025 Max, 95" %, 85" % and

Mean speeds, the change from 2024 and % change from 2024 for

each location and direction.
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Proposal to Add Quick Build Crosswalks to Arlington’s Tools

Overview

Potential
Locations

TAC is proposing to recommend to the Select Board and Town
Manager that Arlington include quick build, temporary solutions as a
part of Arlington’s approach to pedestrian safety and traffic calming.

After initial start up / learning, the potential solutions outlined below
can be built and installed in %2 day.

Arlington’s intent in the long run is to build out permanent solutions
using traditional materials. For locations that have been identified
as significant risk to pedestrian safety and are included as a part of
a longer-term redesign effort, quick build can give a quick and low
cost temporary safety improvement almost immediately.

As a starting point, the crosswalks listed below have been identified
as having safety issues and fit the redesigin criteria:

» Mass Ave at Starbucks / Trader Joes
= Park Ave at Oakland

= Park Ave at Appleton

= Summer St at Victoria
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Available Companies

Companies

Quick Build

There are several companies that make products in this space. The
two main ones identified are:

» RediPave Modular Median — sold by Professional Pavement
Products (PPP)

https://pppcatalog.com/product/modular-median/

= US Reflector

https://www.usreflector.com/product-category/pedestrian-refuge/

Both companies offer similar solutions in both stock and
customizable configurations. US Reflector has been much beeter
about getting back to us with requested information.

For purposes of this discussion, the focus is on products that are
used at crosswalks.

Products from both companies are deployed at many locations
across the US and are claiming that installation of a crosswalk with
curb bump outs, bollards, and refuge island takes less than 1/2 day.
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Available Products

Products There are many other products available in the quick build product
catalogs like mini-rotaries, bike lane separators, speed cushions,
raised crosswalks, speed humps, speed bumps, etc. For simplicity,
todays discussion is focused on:

= Curb bump outs
» Pedestrian refuges

US Reflector Offers two similar products. The first is made out of a harder plastic
and required anchoring into the pavement. The second is made out
of reused tire material and can be anchored or simply placed for a
very quick install and ease of removal. Bollards and signs can be
attached easily.

Small Single Piece Bump Out Two Piece Narrow Refuge Two Piece Wide Refuge
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Available Products

US Reflector(Cont) Modular design allows for scaling to most desired sizes and
configurations.

Example Refuges layouts with Extensions

1. Right hand rounded end

2. Left hand rounded end

3. Straight extention

4, Right angle corner piece

5. Left angle corner piece

6. Tactile “peel and stick” pads

: REFUGE AREA :
i ANYLENGTH :

64,48 in,

P

Summer Victoria US Reflector gave us a simple design for the Summer and Victoria
crosswalk. The estimate for the rubber products and this
configuration was $8,900.

Standard curb to keep
pedestrians to walk up
B Pedestrian Path

2 Piece 6ft wide

One Way Road

1
>
(===

I' 5 <= Leftsection from 6t
piece

2 = U
= immej B . 7
4 -‘E s
; ’ L SUummer: 53(
S ’ 2 Piece 6ft wide with
3 ’ ft extension
/D" e
L?ﬂ secucniomety Right side section from
piece

6ft piece
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Available Products

US Reflector(Cont) Typical installation shown below, The rubber product can be easily
cut to any curvature length and width.

Place refuge pads on roadway Drill and anchor in place
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Available Products

RediPave RediPave Modular Median offers multiple pre-made shapes and
sizes to allow for customized configurations.

Two Piece Wide Refuge

Small Single Piece Bump Out
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Available Products

RedfiPave (Cont)

Modular design allows for scaling to most desired sizes and

configurations.

()
T"W
\earin| by
Pedestrian
Refuge
N f‘\\.
| [r27
- s
Mini
/ j Pedestrian
‘ Refuge
L] J
!

- T

=

T;ﬁ Curb

‘ «— Extension

Curb

i 7‘\
Extension — ‘
Ped Block I \
——
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Available Products

RediPave (Cont) Typical installation shown below,

EEVS o | e s S = Ty o : EASn R ¥t

1. Insure proper maintenance 2. Mark position on road for location of medians and assemble the Redipave modules accordingly.
of traffic is set up to ensure the

safety of the workers, motorists 3. Ensure all module joints are butted tightly together. Start from the middle sections of the

and pedestrians. RediPave, and with a 19/32-in. drill bit, drill through the holes to a depth of 10.5 inches or greater.
The drill used will be an electric Hilti T15 or T21 hammer drill (or similar) powered by a generator
and a suitable power extension cord.

4. Blow out anchor holes using a long-nosed air gun, powered by a 5. Insert torx screw through black plastic anchor block and
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Does TAC Want to Make a Recommendation?

Summary This was a quick high level summary of what is possible.
The question for TAC is, do we want to make a more formal

recommendation to Arlington that they adopt use of quick build
products as a part of their overall safety improvement approach?
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Washington/Overlook/Ronald Observations

6/6/2025

Washington Street is classified as a Collector road. Both Overlook and Ronald are
classified as local roads.

Physical conditions

Figure 1 Washington and Overlook

On Saturday 5/31/2025, spent about 15 minutes at the Washington/Overlook site.

- Overgrown hedges at the northern and southern corners
- Ifadriver pulls across the crosswalk, visibility is adequate
- Most drivers were respecting the traffic islands; except for one turning from
Washington northbound to Overlook southbound who went on the left side of the
island.
- Between9:31 and 9:43 AM
o 15 vehicles on Washington (~75 / hour)
o 14 vehicles on Overlook



- Only one corner (east side) has a pole adjacent to the crosswalk. The west corner
has no poles. The south and north corners have utility poles, but not very close to
the crosswalks

Figure 2 Washington and Ronald

On Saturday 5/31/2025, spent about 15 minutes at the Washington/Ronald site.

- Ifadriver pulls across the crosswalk, visibility is adequate
- Between 9:48 and 10:00 AM
o 13 vehicles on Washington (~70/ hour)
o 3vehicles (2 cars and 1 bicycle) on Ronald
o Two pedestrians crossing at the intersection
- The east corner has no nearly pole (utility or otherwise) for a crosswalk flag.

Crash data

Crashes over the past 20 years were obtained from MassGIS crash data portal. At
Washington and Overlook, a total of 7 crashes, with the most recent in April 2025. One
might have been miscoded as having been reported in Somerville. A total of 3 crashes on
Ronald at or near the Washington Street intersection, with the most recent in April 2025.



City Town | Crash Location Crash Severity Crash | Vehicle Travel
Name Date Time Directions (All Vehicles)
ARLINGTO | 08/25/ | Washington/Ov | Property damage only | 2:20 VI1:N /V2:E
N 2006 | erlook (none injured) PM

SOMERVIL | 07/14/ | Washington/Ov | Non-fatal injury 2:50 V1:S /V2:S
LE 2007 | erlook? AM

ARLINGTO | 11/06/ | Ronald near Property damage only | 3:20 V1: Not Reported / V2:
N 2009 | Washington (none injured) PM Not Reported
ARLINGTO | 04/05/  Washington/Ov | Property damage only | 6:27 VI:N /V2: W
N 2010 | erlook (none injured) PM

ARLINGTO | 08/22/ | Washington/Ro | Property damage only | 8:28 V1:N

N 2012 | nald (none injured) AM

ARLINGTO | 07/10/ | Washington/Ov | Non-fatal injury 8:20 V1:N /V2: W
N 2018 | erlook AM

ARLINGTO | 12/03/  Washington/Ov | Property damage only | 1:15 V1:S /V2:S
N 2019 | erlook (none injured) PM

ARLINGTO | 05/28/ | Washington/Ov | Property damageonly | 11:44 | V1:E /V2:S
N 2020 | erlook (none injured) AM

ARLINGTO | 04/04/ | Washington/Ro | Non-fatal injury 7:40 V1:E /V2:S
N 2025 | nald AM

ARLINGTO | 04/20/ | Washington/Ov | Non-fatal injury 9:53 V1:E /V2:S
N 2025 | erlook AM

MUTCD All-Way Stop Warrants

Section 2B.12 of the 2023 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices contains the warrants
for all-way stop signs.

All-way stop control may be installed at an intersection where an engineering study
indicates that:

A. Forafour-legintersection, there are five or more reported crashes in a 12-month
period or six or more reported crashes in a 36-month period that were of a type
susceptible to correction by the installation of all-way stop control.

Comment: The number of reported crashes does not meet this warrant.
B: Sight Distance Option:

All-way stop control may be installed at an intersection where an engineering study
indicates that sight distance on the minor-road approaches controlled by a STOP sign is not
adequate for a vehicle to turn onto or cross the major (uncontrolled) road.

Comment: sight distance appears adequate



C: Transition to Signal Control or YIELD Control at a Circular Intersection
Comment: not applicable
D: 8-Hour Volume (Vehicles, Pedestrians, Bicycles) Option:

All-way stop control may be installed at an intersection where an engineering study
indicates:

A. The combined motor vehicle, bicycle, and pedestrian volume entering the
intersection from the major street approaches is at least 300 units per hour for each
of any 8 hours of a typical day; and

B. The combined motor vehicle, bicycle, and pedestrian volume entering the

intersection from the minor street approaches is at least 200 units per hour for each
of any of the same 8 hours.

Comment: We will need a traffic count.
E: Other Factors Option:

All-way stop control may be installed at an intersection where an engineering study
indicates that all-way stop control is needed due to other factors not addressed in the
other all-way stop control warrants. Such other factors may include, but are not limited to,
the following:

A. The need to control left-turn conflicts,

B. An intersection of two residential neighborhood collector (through) streets of
similar design and operating characteristics where all-way stop control would
improve traffic operational characteristics of the intersection, or

C. Where pedestrian and/or bicyclist movements support the installation of all-way
stop control.

Comment: may need further observation, particularly at school hours.



TAC Project List — Discussion and Volunteers

Projects Projects started last month:

= Parks, fields, and playgrounds — Safety Zones
Emily, Kristina, and Jim - Kickoff meeting held 6/9

» Commercial Zones — Safety Zone prioritized list
Ofer, Scott, Chris — not started

= School Zone and Safety Zone overlaps and conflict
Now included under John Alessi’s traffic calming at schools

» Phase 2/3 SSR Recissions
After discuission — this was tabled as a low priority / impact
impact

» Pedestrian Crossing Requests — Roadway Safety Request Forms
Jim and ExCom

= Washington / Overlook / Ronald
Scott / Shoji — Presentation today

06/11/25





