Semiquincentennial Committee / Arlington250 Minutes
Date: Monday, April 14, 2025

Time: 7:00 pm

Conducted by Remote Participation

Attending:
Angela Olszewski, Jacob Schiller, Bob Bowes, Bob Tosi, Paul Fennelly, Michele Phelan, Katie
Luczai, Deborah Hamill, Nobuhiko Ogawa, George Parsons.

1.

2.

Call to Order 7:04 PM by Angela Olszewski

Present were committee members: Angela Olszewski, Jacob Schiller, Bob Bowes, Paul
Fennelly, Michele Phelan, and Bob Tosi. Also present: Katie Luczai, Deborah Hamill,
Nobuhiko Ogawa, and George Parsons. Not Present John Hurd, Stewart Ikeda, Beth Locke.

Approve minutes:

a.

Roll call vote to approve minutes from April 7, 2025, meeting, after agreed changes:
i. Jacob: yes
ii. Paul:yes
iii. Michele: yes
iv. Bob Bowes: yes
v. Angela: yes
vi. Bob Tosi: yes
Minutes approved.

Budget, Expense, and Reimbursement Requests — none

State, Regional, and Local Updates:

a.

Katie reminded everyone that the tickets for the Ken Burns talks were available at the
Town Hall. Town Hall will be closed on Friday as part of Patriots’ Day preparations.

Michele reported on movements of the William Dawes standup and reminded everyone
about the suggested hashtags for social media posts.

Restaurant Week in Arlington has started and restaurants are participating. Menotomy
Grill and Scutra have special menus for the event. See the Restaurant Week section of
the https://arlingtonrestaurantweek.com/ site to see all the participating restaurants.

Angela dropped off Arlington 250 materials for the Saturday, April 19, Beer Garden at
Town Hall. Deborah volunteered to staff the Arlington 250 table at the Beer Hall from 12
noon to 5:30 pm.

Katie mentioned that children’s coloring pages for Arlington events have been ordered
for various events’ craft tables.
Angela said there were enough for the Patriots’ Day events.



f.

g.

Michele followed up with Beth last week about marketing with Marianne Jacoby and
Brian Bergstein at the Globe.

Katie said that Arlington’s Restaurant Week was now listed on Boston.com .

6. Promotion and Publicity:

a.

b.

Angela reported that she went to Menotomy Gill and it was very full, which she ascribed
to the marketing around Restaurant Week by Beth, Michele, and Stewart.
Bob Bowes said Scutra restaurant Saturday night had special drinks and appetizers.

Angela reported that Cookie Time has special Arlington 250 cookies.

7. Patriots Day Weekend 2025 Planning:

a.
b.

C.

Foot of the Rocks ground-breaking ceremony will be Thursday April 17, 2025, at 9 am.
Beer Hall on Saturday, April 19, 12 noon to 5:30 pm.

Jacob will be in the Visitors’ Center in the morning on Saturday in uniform and will talk
with visitors.

Shuttles will run from the Russell Common parking lot to Lexington Center from 9 am to
7 pm.
Leland Stein will host a reading of the U.S. Constitution at the Regent Theater at 7 pm.
Katie asked that if people who have tickets for VIP section at Town Hall for Sunday’s
reenactment of the Battle of Menotomy 2 pm let her know the names of guests they
plan to bring.
Sunday:

i. Roads will begin closing around 12 noon on Sunday and Mass. Ave will be

uncrossable by 1 pm.

ii. Police recommend clear bags but purses okay for spectators.

iii. Seats for invited guests will be at Town Hall.

iv. Livestreaming by ACMI will be shown in the main hall of Town Hall.

v. John Hertz and Michael Ruderman will be commenting on the reenactment on
ACMI during the livestreaming.

Cyrus Dallin museum will have event with speakers celebrating Cyrus Dallin and his art
especially relating to his famous statue of Paul Revere on Monday, April 21, 2025, at 11
am.

Monday reenactment of Paul Revere’s and William Dawes’ rides from Boston out to
Lexington will begin in Arlington around 11 am and riders are expected about 12:30 pm.

Popcorn and some drinks and snacks will be part of the Paul Revere/William Dawes
reenactment on Monday at Town Hall.

Police detail for the Revere/Dawes event will begin about 11 and go until 1:30 pm.



10.

11.

12.

13.

k. Bob Tosi reported that the Revere/Dawes ride has 2 stops in Medford after 12 noon,
then they arrive in Arlington.

I.  Michele reported that Katie and others are doing a great job with moving the Dawes
standup.

m. Arlington Historical Society Matt Beres has William Dawes standup on Monday. The
society will be running Jason Russell tours on Monday.

Working Group and Subcommittee Reports

a. Paul Fennelly had emailed his report on the Massachusetts Office of Travel and Tourism
(MOTT) Massachusetts meeting last week to the committee.

Community Outreach & Events:

a. 0Old Schwamb Mill (OSM) will have the William Dawes standup on April 26, 2025. Ellen
Cohen is the contact for OSM.

Old Business — none

New Business

a.

Future Meeting Dates:

a. Not yet scheduled. Angela said she would send a poll for the next date by email.

Adjournment at 7:47 pm.
Vote on adjournment:
Paul: yes

Bob Bowes: yes

Bob Tosi: yes

Michele: yes

Jacob: yes

Angela: yes



