
 
Arlington Poet Laureate Committee 

 
  
Meeting Minutes 
 
 
Date: Wednesday, February 26, 2025 
Time: 7:00 PM 
Location: over zoom  
 
Interim Chair, Lidia Kenig-Scher called the meeting to order. In attendance were 
Poet Laureate Jean Flanagan and committee members Lenard Diggins, Amy 
Hampe, and Steven Ratiner. Stewart Deck was absent. 
 
Community time 
Incoming Poet Laureate, Thomas DeFreitas shared brief remarks.  
  
Needs and responsibilities to support incoming Poet Laureate during the tran-
sition and after term begins July 1, 2025 
The Committee discussed the upcoming warrant article which would allow for 
consideration of applicants from beyond Arlington, if they could perform the 
duties as required in Arlington. There was also discussion of ways to support 
the Poets Laureate during their tenure, given the charge of the Committee un-
der the current bylaws. Ms. Kenig-Scher reported on the Arlington Commission 
for Arts and Culture (ACAC) honorarium for the role and other available funds. 
Mr. Ratiner shared information on grants and other funding he had pursued 
during his tenure. Ms. Flanagan shared that the Robbins Library would be able 
to give stipends to readers for some upcoming events at the library. 
 
Plans for announcing the new Poet Laureate appointment once confirmed by 
the Select Board 
Ms. Hampe will share a draft press release with Mr. DeFreitas to get an ap-
proved quote. Once he has met with the Town Manager and been confirmed 
by the Select Board, the final press release can be shared on the Town web-
site and email, as well as shared with ACAC, Your Arlington, on social media, 
and other outlets. 
 
Plans for the June 25 thank you and welcome event in Robbins Library com-
munity room from 7-8 pm 
Ms. Hampe confirmed the date with Robbins Library staff, and they can help 
promote the event when the time is closer.  
 
Schedule next meeting  



The Committee did not schedule its next meeting at this time but agreed to re-
visit a date in March/April once Mr. DeFreitas was confirmed by the Select 
Board.  
 
New business/other communications 
Ms. Kenig-Scher motioned, and Mr. Diggins seconded, then the Committee 
voted to approve the November 6 meeting minutes. Ms. Flanagan shared in-
formation about the March 2 Anthology book launch event.  
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 

 
 


