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Transportation Advisory Committee.

Date: May 14, 2025.
Time: 7:00 PM — 9:00 PM.
Location: Conducted via Remote Participation (Zoom).

Minutes.

1. Administration.

Members in Attendance: John Alessi (DPCD), John Aslanian, Bill Copithorne
(DPW), Lenard Diggins, Andrew Greenspon, Melissa Laube,

Emily Prud’hommeaux, Scott Smith, James Stubbe (Chair), Laura Swan,
Shoji Takahashi, and Chris Tassone.

Members Absent: Beth Benedikt, Ofer Mazor, Kristina Osborn, and
Corey Rateau (APD).

Members of Public in Attendance: Kathryn Gillis, Woody Redpath, and Petru
Sofio.

The Chair provided notice regarding Remotely Conducted Meetings, referring the
members to Governor Healey’s legislation of March 28, 2025, which allows public
bodies to meet in a hybrid or remote format while also allowing participants at
town meetings to participate remotely.

The Chair reviewed the meeting ground rules and announced that the meeting
was being recorded.
B. Approval of April 9, 2025 Meeting Notes.

Minutes for the April 9, 2025 Meeting were approved.

C. Summer Break.

TAC will take a summer break for the month of July or August depending on the
availability of members.
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D. Town Day.

Town Day is scheduled for September 20, 2025. TAC Working Group will try to
add elements to make for a more welcoming and engaging booth. TAC and
ABAC will have a joint booth, and TAC will pay the Town fee for the booth.

E. Park Ave — Pedestrian Flag Installation.

Park Ave pedestrian flags have been installed at Wollaston Ave and Paul

Revere Rd. Park Circle and Appleton St do not have poles to install flag
canisters, and a request was made to the Town Manager and DPW to install sign
posts. Emily Prud’hommeaux commented that she observes high use of
pedestrian flags at Park Ave / Wollaston Ave / Paul Revere Rd. She rebalances
the pedestrian flags during the week.

F. SSR Update.

All speed limit signs above 25 mph have been removed. Some 20-mph signs
remain and will be removed. Bill Copithorne added that the speed feedback sign
on Lake St was programmed for 30 mph and will be reprogrammed for 20 mph
during school hours and 25 mph otherwise.

G. Correspondence Sent/Received from 4/5/25 — 5/2/25.

e 3 Roadway Safety Forms — will be discussed during the Pedestrian Flag
Requests topic.

e Select Board Approval: 04.28.25 North Union Approval TAC.

2. Public Comments (for information only, not for action).

A. To submit a “fix” request, go to Arlington’s Question/Answer Center at:
https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/ rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wugodzqwdOghv
03))/supporthome.aspx

B. To submit a new transportation infrastructure request, go to Arlington’s
Roadway Safety Request form at: https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-
governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form.



https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhvo3))/supporthome.aspx
https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhvo3))/supporthome.aspx
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form
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3. Town Issues/Activities (not already on the agenda).

A. Update from the Department of Planning and Community
Development (John Alessi, DPCD).

Broadway Corridor Redesign: eleven proposals were received and will be
reviewed. Town Meeting passed the funding match.

Stratton SRTS: Right-of-way acquisition is nearly complete: formal legal
paperwork will be filed with the Registry of Deeds.

School, Parks & Recreation: new bicycle rack locations will be selected based in-
part on work conducted by AHS intern. Concrete pads will be placed.

Bluebikes Stations: new stations will be installed at Mystic Valley Parkway/River
St, and Mass Ave/Alewife Brook Parkway.

Bike Lane Design: capital approval for bike lane design by Toole Design for
Mill St and Pleasant St, which are currently undergoing utility work. Toole Design
was previously contracted for bike lane design in the Town.

Mystic River to Minuteman Bikeway Connector: capital approval for final design
in advance of MWRA utility work.

B. Update from the Department of Public Works (Bill Copithorne, DPW).

Sidewalk construction: Improvements near Hardy School underway and will
conclude at the end of May.

Road rehabilitation: Marathon St, Harlow St, and Everett St (includes sidewalk
and curbs).

Watermain Replacement: Decatur St will conclude next week followed by
restoration the following week.

Minuteman Bikeway Bridge Deck Replacement (near Alewife Station):
Construction is planned for June.

C. There was no update from the Police Department.

4. Discussion: Pedestrian Flag Requests via the Roadway Safety
Request Form.

Jim Stubbe summarized the slides. He posed questions on flag-location
prioritization: What are criteria and limits for flag placement? What are the
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expectations? Andy Greenspon responded that the requests are indicative of the
need for safety.

Scott Smith affirmed the placement of pedestrian flags on Pleasant St. As the
neighbor support is strong, will they care for flags? However, managing neighbor-
maintenance can take a lot of time. The placement of flags along Summer St is
less clear, and there are possible visibility challenges. Shoji Takahashi also
affirmed the placement at Pleasant St, and added that a bus stop is located at
Washington St/ Summer St.

Laura Swan said that if pedestrian flags are installed, other simple interventions
such as pedestrian crossing bollard be considered. TAC should visit and observe
candidate locations to see if proper signs are placed, detectable panels are
installed, and lighting is adequate.

Woody Redpath, who submitted the requests on Summer St for pedestrian flags
and RRFB, informed TAC that he has neighbor support and will obtain additional
signatures. He walks along the route and crosses Summer St with his 4-year-old

son.
5. Discussion and Vote: Safety Zone at Buzzell/Catholic Fields on
Summer St.

Jim Stubbe summarized the slides on proposed Safety Zones on Summer St.
Scott Smith said that speed and volume data would make for a stronger case.
Jim Stubbe responded that there are old speed studies; new studies will be
conducted with the rescission of SSR.

TAC will hold the vote for further discussion.

6. Discussion: TAC website.

Scott Smith summarized the slides on the project to renew the TAC website. For
the next steps, John Alessi will contact Joan Roman, the Town Public Information
Officer on the process for updating the website.

7. Discussion: Distributed TAC Project List.

Commercial Zones. Ofer Mazor, Scott Smith, and Chris Tassone will form a
Working Group on the Commercial Zones.

Phase 2/3 SSR Rescissions. Jim Stubbe presented the slides and inquired about
the 20-mph SSR segments. John Alessi commented that the 20-mph segments
are not harmful; removing them now only to restore them later would be
problematic. Removing the signs is probably a low priority. Bill Copithorne added
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that removing 20-mph segments would not improve safety. He also mentioned
that enforcement under the statutory townwide speed limit requires a longer
period of observation before a citation can be issued than under the current
regulatory SSR speed limits). Ofer Mazor said that removing the signs would be
at great effort with small effects.

Jim Stubbe inquired about placement of “Thickly Settled” signs. John Alessi
responded that signs be placed at strategic locations where higher speeds might
occur and in commercial zones. Bill Copithorne and Laura Swan commented that
Lowell St is well covered with statutory signs and speed feedback sign.

Washington St / Ronald Rd and Washington St / Overlook Ave Stop Sign
Referral. John Alessi, Scott Smith, and Shoji Takahashi will form a Working
Group to review the stop sign request.

8. Adjourn.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.





