Arlington Commission for Arts & Culture

Date: Thursday, June 1, 2025
Time: 7:00-8:30p
Location: Hybrid Town Hall Annex and Zoom

Attendees: Stewart, Christine, Laurie, Maria, Sarah, Jessica, Laura, Anne
Absent: Tom (proxy), Nicole (proxy), Parmit
Guests: Nora Chan, Cecily Miller, Anna Litten

1.

Welcome

Minutes — For approval: May Minutes
Minutes approved

DPCD & Chair Updates

Welcome Maria Lobo as voting commissioner.

We do need more commissioners- brainstormed about who could be possibilities
Nicole rolling off (sadly couldn’t join tonight, but would still like to be engaged with the
commission, and help with music, etc.) -

More commissioners and chair succession

TM Article passed removing age restriction — hope to vote Nora in as soon as that goes
into effect

TM Changed B2 Zone for wider business artists use

Anyone is welcome to talk to Stewart about shadowing and transitioning into co-chair.

Budget: Summary Presentation

Committee Chairs - Start thinking through FY26 budgets. Jessica already talked to
Laurie and Laura and Jean Flanagan

Budget is in good shape, close to what was projected

Jessica has talked to people about next year’s budget. Once it's closed in July, she’ll
budget for ‘26.

Talked about lists, and which can we use? Currently have 1600ish contacts combined
Cecily asked if we were members of ACMI? We do a lot of promotions through them-
wondering what else we can do. Stewart talked to Jeff Munro and James Milan about
resuming a quarterly show about arts around town. And we should have a page on the
website with a collection of videos.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kRIZUjq9tVQ5KRYTlE-ciDciOzODQ6RfDahD6xqmBRw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m3DOQLWk5vjWXbGJTWa8J6kokNEmNUWYNT9j1hV6pbw/edit?usp=sharing

Guest Anna Litten, Director of Robbins Libraries, made a presentation on Reading Room
art. Paintings are copied, cut from larger works. There has been much criticism about the
collection over the years. Next steps: Information Gathering (research, paper, library
files) and building a Working Group to help pull information from library staff and
trustees, other town departments and other parties. Recommendations: present
actionable next steps to the board.

This could be an opportunity to come up with some new ideas, and they are looking for
someone from ACAC to join the working group. Doesn’t need to be solved right away,
but need to think of what can be there. The commitment shouldn’t be more than 4
meetings. At the end, the group will ask to draft a document that Anna will work on.

Community Engagement & Upcoming 250 Activities
Upcoming Events
o Banners for "People, Plants & Revolution" will be up in Town Hall through the
fall. There is an accompanying audio tour.
o Nilou Moochhala Timeline Project on display around town. Needs to be
promoted--a lot of programming.
o Christopher Frost: Being installed in area behind Robbins Library and
Whittemore-Robbins House

Bike Tour- Sunday, June 8. 9:30am - No budget or needs for this. Laurie sent a promo
to Terry for the website. Will start in Hurd Field, park next to Drake Village. 2 hour event.
Al and Laurie will do some writeups on the stops. One stop at the Rec center to talk
about an improvement going on there. Maybe ACAC involvement? Gateway. There will
be a police escort (on bikes). Go to Magnolia, American Alarm, will see the painted
Arlington 250 horses. (last stop) Open to anyone, no sign up ahead of time. Will hand
out a sheet, sticker and a card. Maybe have feather banner at Whittemore Park?
Garage Band (June 21: Squeezebox Stompers, family programming) - 6-8pm - Please
come and be ambassadors

At Porchfest: Outcome of Al, Sarah, and Cecily’s meetings to explore possibility of
“porches” at murals. American Alarm won'’t be participating.

Cecily- Christopher Frost pedestals project update: In the green space between
library and open lawn, 3 interactive pedestals will be installed under the trees, and 2 will
be in a more visible spot, in the library's front lawn- closer to the parking lot. One will be
near a paved pathway, for people with mobility issues. Transport should be on the week
of June 23rd. Chris will pour pads, week of the 16th. There’s also an audio piece-
reviewed by Michael Ruderman who thought it was very poignant. Maybe in October we
can have an event, with poetry, and a theme, read documents, etc. Need to discuss
more. Maybe in collaboration with the library? Maybe engage with the Youth Counseling
Center?

Banners Update: People, Plants and Revolution banners by Town Hall still up through
the end of June. Maybe add QR codes. Inside Town Hall, there are reprints on the rails
in the hallway- up through the end of September. Plan is to reinstall the banners again
next April. Will do sidewalk “stickers” next year.



e Laurie - Other CE Updates: New murals are done on the bike path. Ryder St, should be
done in June. Other one is Brattle Street, and Forest Street (for kids). Laurie will provide
some photos. Storm drain murals completed as well.

e Bikeway Block Party will be in September, on the 14th; Laurie will go to the next
meeting. Al and Laurie will do a “bling your bike” station.

e Prince Hall Cemetery Project: Update from Stewart. We have an interested contact at
Lodge. There is some interest with AHS, Arlington250, AHRC and maybe DEI in possibly
collaborating on a project perhaps to kick off in 2025 and extend into 2026. They just
installed a new gate. 250th celebration year of the masons.

e What about Juneteenth? Will not repeat event from last year; maybe in 2026
6. New Business
e No meeting in July? Are people around to do something social? People are around
in July (after the holiday). Will do a doodle poll to see when people are available.

Motion to adjourn: 8:25pm

Next meeting will be Thursday, August 7, 2025 from 7:00-8:30p



	 

