Board of Registrars

Date: Thursday, August 14, 2025
Time: 5:30 pm
Location: Town Hall, First Floor Annex Conference Room

Attendance: Juli Brazile, Bill Logan, Ralph MacDonald, Nicole Sammarco

Minutes

1.

Approve January minutes

On a motion by Bill and seconded by Ralph, the minutes were approved as
written with a unanimous vote.

Discussion: Board of Registrars Duties

a. Assist with voter registration efforts

Juli reviewed a number of details for the benefit of new member, Nicole
Sammarco. The Board provides assistance on the days where voter
registration ends for state primary and general elections. Since those
elections are always on a Tuesday, the deadline is a Saturday 10 days
before and we are required to have registration staffed from 9 am to 5 pm.
Since in-person early voting usually takes place in the afternoons, the
Registrars cover the morning. And the Registrar can organize efforts
during the year if they wish. The Clerk can provide materials to any group
that wants to register voters. Town Day booths often request them,
especially the League of Women Voters.

. Conduct hearings as needed

If a complaint was made about the validity of a voter’s registration or
address, the Board would conduct a hearing.

. Sign nomination papers

For all elections (local, state, and federal), signatures on nomination
papers for candidates and initiative petitions for ballot questions must be
signed by the Board. The Board has authorized the Clerk’s Office to use a
facsimile stamp of the signatures rather than require the Board members
to sign hundreds of forms in person.



3. 2026 Elections
a. Town Election

The date has not been set by the Select Board. Normally it would fall on
Saturday, April 4. Juli has recommended against having an election over
Easter Weekend because Good Friday is a holiday. The Select Board may
choose the previous Saturday, March 28 and Juli will notify the Board
when the date is finalized so they will be available on election day.

b. State Primary

Similarly, the State Primary could be scheduled on Tuesday, September
8, which is the day after Labor Day. Juli has asked the Arlington legislators
to advocate for September 1 instead.

c. General Election

The date is set for Tuesday, November 3.

4. New Business

Juli shared a handout that shows turnout percentages for elections since 2016.
Local election turnout is historically low except for overrides. She is always
seeking ideas to improve voter engagement.

Bill asked if anyone knew anything about the US Department of Justice audit of
voter rolls. No one had any information other than what has been in the news.
Juli believes it would be handled by the State Secretary’s Office rather than
locally.

5. Adjourn
On a motion by Bill and seconded by Ralph, the meeting adjourned at 5:51 pm.

Meeting Materials:
08142025 Handout — Election Statistics



Official Registered

Election Turnout  Voters Percent

2011 Town Spec 13,596 29179 46.60% Override Town Belmont Winches Burlington Lexington
2016 Pres. Prim. 18427 30842 59.75% 15.42 2016

2016 Town 4769 30922 15.42% 8.65 2017

2016 Town Spec. 9718 30895 31.45% 3 Debt Exclusion Questions 15.12 2018

2016 Primary 3116 31260 9.97% 19.12 2019

2016 Minuteman 4109 31295 13.13% 35.12 2020

2016 State 26796 32291 82.98% 19.69 2021

2017 Town 2778 32120 8.65% 14.81 2022

2018 Town 4853 32099 15.12% 22.64 2023

2018 Primary 11818 30810 38.36% 15.63 2024

2018 State 24104 31387 76.80% 16.55 2025 23.62 17.2 18.6 27
2019 Town 6158 32209 19.12%

2019 Special 12723 31056 40.97% AHS Debt Exclusion; Override

2020 Pres. Prim. 19391 31859 60.87%

2020 Town 11251 32035 35.12% postcard

2020 Primary 18028 32436 55.58% postcard

2020 State 28759 32918 87.37% postcard

2021 Town 6341 32209 19.69% EV allowed late

2022 Town 4755 32099 14.81% AV only

2022 Primary 10638 32120 33.12% postcard

2022 State 22351 32249 69.31% postcard

2023 Town 7174 31682 22.64% EV and EVIP, SC and SBd contested postcard

2023 Special 12948 32070 40.37% override postcard

2024 Pres. Prim. 8756 32471 26.97% postcard

2024 Town 5074 32462 15.63% Clerk ballot question, no contested races state postcard got us ~ 8000 mailed ballots
2024 Primary 8758 32794 26.71% postcard

2024 State 27764 33504 82.87% postcard

2025 Town 5316 32129 16.55% SC and HA contested household application in census - higher overall turnout, but fewer voted by mail
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