
 
Arlington Poet Laureate Committee 

 
  
Meeting Minutes 
 
 
Date:  Wednesday, August 20, 2025 
Time: 7:00 PM 
Location: over zoom 
 
Chair Lidia Kenig-Scher called the meeting to order. In attendance were Poet 
Laureate Jean Flanagan and committee members Stewart Deck, Amy Hampe, and 
Lenard Diggins (Mr. Diggins had to leave the meeting at 7:25). Steven Ratiner was 
absent. 
 
Community time 
No members of the community were present.  
 
Approve minutes of July 22, 2025 meeting 
Mr. Diggins made a motion to approve the July 22, 2025 meeting minutes. Mr. Deck 
seconded. The motion passed.  
 
Finalize the application, poster, and marketing plan to launch the search for the 
next Poet Laureate 
The committee revisited the best deadline for the next application given that April is 
Poetry Month and agreed on January 30, 2026, with the announcement of the 
search to align with Town Day on September 20, 2025. The intention is to select the 
next Poet Laureate so they can be confirmed as soon as possible after March 1 to 
minimize the gap between Laureate terms. Ms. Hampe will update the online 
application with this information. Ms. Kenig-Scher will work with ACAC on how 
different starting dates would impact the payment of the stipend.  
 
Ms. Flanagan shared feedback on the poster and will work with Mr. Ratiner on 
updates. She shared additional feedback on places where information on the Poet 
Laureate could be updated, such as the Arts Arlington page and the Town website. 
She will work with Mr. Ratiner and others to help source applicants.  
 
The committee will request the application be posted on the Town website and will 
share it through other channels like ACAC, Facebook, etc.  
 
The group affirmed they would wait until the Attorney General approves the 
amended bylaws before promoting the position to any poets outside of Arlington. 
 



Schedule next meeting 
The committee agreed to meet on Wednesday, September 17 at 7:00 pm. 
 
New business 
The group agreed to include a future agenda item to discuss a bylaw update that 
would mention the stipend and clarify that it is not a volunteer position. There was 
no other new business. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 

 
 


