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Transportation Advisory Committee 

 
Date: Wednesday October 8, 2025. 
Time: 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM. 
Location: Conducted via Remote Participation. 
 
Remote Participation Details 
 

• To register for the Zoom meeting: 
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/34823/ 

• After registering via the link in the calendar event, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining the meeting. 

 
Members of the public are asked to send written comments to Jim Stubbe at 
tac@town.arlington.ma.us 
 
*Notice to the Public on meeting privacy*  
In the interests of preventing abuse of videoconferencing technology, all participants 
wishing to attend via the Zoom App must register for each meeting and follow multi-step 
authentication protocols. Please allow additional time to join the meeting. Further, 
members of the public who wish to participate without providing their name may still do 
so by telephone at (646) 876-9923 using Meeting ID 823 4735 2935. 
 

https://www.arlingtonma.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/34823/
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Agenda 
 
NOTE: Times are for planning purposes only and will vary depending upon discussion. 
If time becomes short, some topics may be postponed to a later meeting. 

1. 7:00 Administration – Chair (10 min). 

A. Notice of Remotely Conducted Meetings. 

B. Vote: Approval of 09/10/25 meeting notes. 

C. Correspondence. 

2. 7:10 Public Comments (for information only, not for action) – Chair (5 min).  

A. To submit a “fix” request, go to Arlington’s Question/Answer Center at: 
https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0
qhvo3))/supporthome.aspx 

B. To submit a new transportation infrastructure request, go to Arlington’s 
Roadway Safety Request form at: 
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-
committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form 

3. 7:15 Town Issues/Activities (not already on the agenda) – DPCD / Bill/ Corey 
(15 min) 

4. 7:30 Vote: Arlington Center Safety Zone – Ofer (20 min) 

5. 7:50 Vote: Irving St / Parmenter Park – Safety Zone – Jim (15 min) 

6. 8:05 Discussion: Wellington St / Pond Ln Safety Zone – Jim (10 min) 

7. 8:15 Discussion: Washington / Overlook / Ronald – Scott/Shoji 10 min 

8. 8:25 Discussion: Town Day – All (10 min) 

9. 8:35 Discussion: Eversource Grid Work and Opportunity – Ross Doty (25 min) 

10. 9:00 Adjourn 
 
 
Correspondence Sent/Received from 9/5/25 - 10/3/25. 
 
Memo sent to Select Board for approval: East Arlington Safety Zone 
 
Next Meetings 
 

• November 12 

• December 10 

https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhvo3))/supporthome.aspx
https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhvo3))/supporthome.aspx
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form


 

 
Transportation Advisory Committee. 

Date: September 10, 2025. 
Time: 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM. 
Location: Conducted via Remote Participation (Zoom). 

Minutes. 

1. Administration. 

Members in Attendance: John Aslanian, Beth Benedikt, Bill Copithorne (DPW), 
Lenard Diggins, Melissa Laube, Ofer Mazor, Kristina Osborn, 
Emily Prud’hommeaux, Scott Smith, James Stubbe (Chair), Laura Swan, and 
Shoji Takahashi. 

Members Absent: Corey Rateau (APD) and Chris Tassone.  

Members of Public in Attendance: Rebecca Gruber, Paul Schlichtman, Claire 
Ricker (DPCD), Petru Sofio, and Joe Solomon.  

The Chair provided notice regarding Remotely Conducted Meetings, referring the 
members to Governor Healey’s legislation of March 28, 2025, which allows public 
bodies to meet in a hybrid or remote format while also allowing participants at 
town meetings to participate remotely. 

The Chair reviewed the meeting ground rules and announced that the meeting 
was being recorded. 

B. Pedestrian Flag Requests – Status. 

Pedestrian flags are installed at 22 locations throughout the Town. The previous 
17 locations have been refreshed. Pedestrian flags will be removed when an 
RRFB is installed at that location.  

C. Approval of July 9, 2025 Meeting Notes. 

Minutes for the July 9, 2025 Meeting were approved. 
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D. Correspondence Sent/Received from 7/4/25 – 9/5/25. 

• None. 

E. John Alessi (DPCD). 

TAC stated its appreciation for John Alessi and the work he did for TAC and the 
Town. He has now moved onto a different job, and TAC wishes him well. 

2. Public Comments (for information only, not for action).  

A. To submit a “fix” request, go to Arlington’s Question/Answer Center at: 
https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhv
o3))/supporthome.aspx 

B. To submit a new transportation infrastructure request, go to Arlington’s 
Roadway Safety Request form at: https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-
governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form.  

3. Discussion Master Plan (Claire Ricker, DPCD). 

Claire Ricker, Director of DPCD, presented the slides on the Master Plan (or 
Comprehensive Plan). This is an approximately 6-month process with a kickoff 
planned for April, 2026. The consultant leading the Master Plan process is 
Stantec.  

This is an appropriate time to revisit the Comprehensive Plan as the last one was 
conducted in 2015. The goal is to have a final draft for comment by the end of the 
year for approval by Town Meeting in the spring.  

Andy Greenspon inquired if the Town will pursue Vision Zero and safety zones 
along Mass Ave. Scott Smith agreed that this is an appropriate time to revisit the 
Comprehensive Plan. He noted the changes in Mass Ave street design, traffic 
patterns following COVID-19, reduction in MBTA bus service, and increased 
micromobility options such as electric scooters and ebikes.  

Claire Ricker responded that many people have expressed support for Vision 
Zero, and safety is a priority. She added that DPCD will consider how to pursue it 
following acceptance of the Traffic Calming Guide. Len Diggins commented that 
there is no political opposition to Vision Zero.  

https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhvo3))/supporthome.aspx
https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhvo3))/supporthome.aspx
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form
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4. Town Issues/Activities (not already on the agenda). 

A. Update from the Department of Planning and Community 
Development (in absentia John Alessi, DPCD). 

Stratton SRTS: Select Board vote in November to move forward with the project, 
which is on-track for construction next spring.  

Traffic Calming Guide: public-facing guide is being finalized, and the prioritization 
tool is almost complete. This project will conclude this summer. 

Bike Racks: contractor bids completed, which will be overseen by the Town 
Manager. 

Broadway Redesign: contracting in process by MassDOT. The project is set to 
begin in July. 

Park Ave. Committee is reviewing the traffic data.  

Mass Ave and Appleton St: MassWorks Grant application in process. 

Minuteman Bikeway/Ryder St/Burns Arena: preliminary design completed.  

B. Update from the Department of Public Works (Bill Copithorne, DPW). 

Safety Zone: Highway Division is working on installing the signs. 

Mass Ave Resurfacing: short stretch of Mass Ave complete.  

Road rehabilitation: Marathon St, Harlow St, and Everett St (includes sidewalk 
and curbs) are underway with final surfacing scheduled for July/August. 

Watermain Replacement: Pleasant St watermain work will continue into August. 
National Grid has additional work on this route after the watermain upgrades are 
completed. 

MWRA Regional Water Transmission Lines: MWRA project at the Arlington-
Lexington border that will entail evening work.  

Mystic Bridge: utility work continues into November. Utility companies will do 
work in the winter. 

RRFB: MassDOT initiated the order process; the equipment will not be ready 
until November. The Town may delay the order until the spring as MassDOT has 
requirements when the RRFB must be installed after receipt.  

Road Striping and Markings: Scott Smith noted that newly striped lane markings 
on Mass Ave are good, but the new markings on Rt 60 near the roundabout are 





Transportation Advisory Committee Minutes Page 5 
September 10, 2025 

5 

7. Washington / Overlook / Ronald. 

Scott Smith and Shoji Takahashi summarized the slides. APD acquired traffic 
data when school was in session. The data showed that speeding is not 
problematic in these locations. Traffic data do not support an all-way stop at this 
location based on MUTCD guidelines The Working Group is considering other 
options to increase safety.  

8. Discussion: Town Day – Sign up and planning. 

TAC has acquired ~60 walking safety flashing lights that will be giveaways to 
residents visiting the TAC/ABAC Booth at Town Day. TAC will also display 
pedestrian flags and canisters. Scott Smith has created crash maps to display. A 
signup sheet will be shared for volunteers. 

9. Adjourn. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm. 







Arlington Center 
Eastbound



Arlington Center 
Westbound



Irving St:  Proposed Safety Zone

Span of Zone The proposed Zone covers Irving St from Jason St to Pleasant St 
and aligns with Arlington’s Safety Zone prioritization for Parks / 
Playgrounds.
 Parmenter Playground

The proposed span of the zone is shown below.

10/08/25

Parmenter Playground – Proposed Safety Zone



Parmenter Playground

Overview This section of Irving St is narrow and well used as a cut through 
from Jason St to the light at Pleasant St.  It is two way from Jason to 
Academy and then one way towards Pleasant from Academy to 
Pleasant.

 There are a fair number of pedestrians going to and from the 
playground and the Arlington Children’s Center.  The street is 
narrow and curvy giving somewhat limited visibility..

Crash Summary In the past 5 years, this area has seen 7 crashes, 2 on Irving at and 
the rest at Jason and Pleasant.  No injuries.

10/08/25

MassDOT Procedures for
Speed Zoning: Safety Zone

Minimum ¼ Mi
Distance

Vulnerable
User

Attraction(s)

User / Vehicle
Conflicts

Parmenter Playground and the Arlington Children’s Center are 
the primary vulnerable user attractions..

This is a moderately used vehicle cut through from Jason to 
Pleasant St. The street is narrow, curvy, and on a hill all of which 
limit visibility for vehicles and pedestrians.

The proposed zone is approximately ¼ mile.  



Safety Zone - Irving St 
eastbound just east of the 
intersection with Academy 
Rd.

End Speed Zone – Irving 
Street westbound ~30’ 
east of Jason St.

Pictures Showing Safety Zone Sign Locations – Irving St

Safety Zone – Irving Street 
eastbound ~30’ east of 
Jason St.

End Speed Zone – Ivring 
St eastbound ~ 30 feet 
west of Pleasant St..

10/08/25



Select Board Request

Request TAC is requesting that the Select Board approve the 
establishment of a Safety Zone along Irving Street beginning 
approximately 30 feet east of Jason St and stopping 
approximately 30 feet west of Pleasant Street.

10/08/25



Pond Lane Discussion

Pond Lane Pond Lane from Wellington St to the parking lot at Spy Pond Park is 
a Statutory Private way.  As such, Arlington has very limited ability to 
do anything in that area.

 It does appear that Arlington can identify that stretch as a Safety 
Zone though it is unclear if the signage would have to be outside the 
private property.

Boys / Girls Club Directly in front of the Club are two very small speed bumps (2-3 
inches high and well worn).  Those look like they have been there for 
some time.

Questions There are a few core questions that will shape further discussion;
 Both proposed zones will be less than 1000 feet
 Is there anything TAC can propose in this area?
 Can Arlington propose anything through the Club?
 Can the Club work with neighbors to add improvements?

Proposal Create two separate Speed Zones, one for Wellington St and the 
other for Pond Lane from Mass Ave to Spy Pond Park.  

 Do we want to separately (or coupled to this recommendation) 
recommend traffic calming be installed in this area?  

10/08/25



Washington/Overlook Update (October 8, 2025) 
Washington Street is classified as a Collector road. Both Overlook and Ronald are 
classified as local roads.  

TAC has previously reviewed and discussed observations, traffic data, and MUTCD 
guidelines of the intersections of Washington St with Overlook Rd and Ronald Rd. The 
Roadway Request of April 30, 2025, which included signatures of >40 neighbors requested: 

1. 4-way stop at Washington St and Overlook Rd; 
2. Properly install a stop sign at Ronald Rd and Washington St (currently attached to a 

telephone pole) and pain thick white line on the street directly adjacent to stop sign 
3. Wedge-shaped rumble strip medians on Ronald Rd (akin to what is currently in 

place on Overlook Rd) 
4. Orange pedestrian flags at crosswalks.  

 

Assessment and Recommendation: 

4-way stop at Washington St and Overlook Rd: Based on the previously discussed 
observations, traffic data, and MUTCD guidelines for an all-way stop, we do not 
recommend a 4-way stop at this location.  

Ronald Rd: We recommend installation of a proper stop-sign post and painting of a stop 
bar. In case of roadway repairs, consider installing rumble-strip medians on Ronald Rd to 
direct traffic. 

Pedestrian flags: challenges with canister placement given the geometry of the roadways 
and existing sign posts.  

 



Physical conditions 

 

Figure 1  Washington and Overlook 

Observations in May, 2025: 

- Overgrown hedges at the northern and southern corners. 
- If a driver pulls across the crosswalk, visibility is adequate. 
- Only one corner (east side) has a pole adjacent to the crosswalk. The west corner 

has no poles. The south and north corners have utility poles, but not very close to 
the crosswalks. 

- Traffic supervisor during school drop off and pickup. 

 



 

Figure 2 Washington and Ronald 

Observations in May, 2025, of Washington/Ronald site. 

- If a driver pulls across the crosswalk, visibility is adequate. 
- The east corner has no nearly pole (utility or otherwise) for a crosswalk flag. 
- No traffic supervisor.  

Crash data 
Crash data were obtained from MassGIS crash data portal. In the past five years, a total of 
three crashes were recorded at Washington and Overlook. There was an additional crash in 
August 26, 2025, as reported by the person making the Roadway Request. 

Crash Date Location Crash Severity Crash 
Time 

Vehicle Travel Directions (All 
Vehicles) 

05/28/2020 Washington/ 
Overlook 

Property damage only 
(none injured) 

11:44 AM V1: E / V2: S 

04/04/2025 Washington/ 
Ronald 

Non-fatal injury 7:40 AM V1: E / V2: S 

04/20/2025 Washington/ 
Overlook 

Non-fatal injury 9:53 AM V1: E / V2: S 

08/26/2025 Washington/
Overlook 

Reported by Roadway 
Requestor 

  

 



Traffic Data 
APD obtained traffic data on Washington St and Overlook Rd using tubes during a 72-hr 
mid-week period of June 10 – June 12, 2025. School was in session. Summary speed data 
are below (Left, Washington St; and Right, Overlook Rd): 

 

Summary of Traffic Volume: 

Washington St: peak volume of less than 200 vehicles per hour. AM Peak Average of 87 EB 
at 8:00AM and 75 WB at 8:00AM. PM Peak Average of 83 EB at 5:00PM and 86 WB at 
3:00PM. Average weekday daily volume (3-day count) was 1,849 per day.  

Overlook St: peak volume of less than 200 vehicles per hour. AM Peak Average of 87 NB at 
7:00AM and 96 SB at 8:00AM. PM Peak Average of 89 NB at5:00PM and 70 SB at 5:00PM.  
Average weekday daily volume (3-day count) was 1,650 per day. 

Speed and volume tables are included for the record.  

 

  



MUTCD All-Way Stop Warrants 
Section 2B.12 of the 2023 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices contains the warrants 
for all-way stop signs. All-way stop control may be installed at an intersection where an 
engineering study indicates that:  

A: Crash Data: 

For a four-leg intersection, there are five or more reported crashes in a 12-month period or 
six or more reported crashes in a 36-month period that were of a type susceptible to 
correction by the installation of all-way stop control. 

Comment: The number of reported crashes does not meet this warrant.  

B: Sight Distance Option:  

All-way stop control may be installed at an intersection where an engineering study 
indicates that sight distance on the minor-road approaches controlled by a STOP sign is not 
adequate for a vehicle to turn onto or cross the major (uncontrolled) road. 

Comment: sight distance appears adequate 

C: Transition to Signal Control or YIELD Control at a Circular Intersection 

Comment: not applicable 

D: 8-Hour Volume (Vehicles, Pedestrians, Bicycles) Option:  

All-way stop control may be installed at an intersection where an engineering study 
indicates:  

1. The combined motor vehicle, bicycle, and pedestrian volume entering the intersection 
from the major street approaches is at least 300 units per hour for each of any 8 hours of a 
typical day; and  

2. The combined motor vehicle, bicycle, and pedestrian volume entering the intersection 
from the minor street approaches is at least 200 units per hour for each of any of the same 
8 hours. 

Comment: Vehicle volume of less than 200 per hour. Pedestrian counts were not 
performed. 

E: Other Factors Option:  

All-way stop control may be installed at an intersection where an engineering study 
indicates that all-way stop control is needed due to other factors not addressed in the 



other all-way stop control warrants. Such other factors may include, but are not limited to, 
the following:  

1. The need to control left-turn conflicts;  

Comment: not applicable.  

2. An intersection of two residential neighborhood collector (through) streets of similar 
design and operating characteristics where all-way stop control would improve traffic 
operational characteristics of the intersection; or  

Comment: not applicable (Washington St is a collector street; Overlook Rd and 
Ronald Rd are local roads).  

3. Where pedestrian and/or bicyclist movements support the installation of all-way stop 
control. 

Comment: may need further observation, particularly at school hours.  



Town Day Discussion

Overall A beautiful dat after rain for the last two years!

 High level take aways:

▪ Flags at the booth attracted both people and comments

▪ Wrist bands all disappeared

▪ Having the crash maps, Speed Limit reductions, and Safety Zone 

installation information brought quite a few “I didn’t know that!” 

comments – this was relayed along to Jim Feeney and the Safety 

Zone information will go out as an Arlington press release\

▪ What Works / What Doesn’t Work was a success - 

Overall, there were 55 comments on the doesn’t work sheets and 

5 comments on the does work sheet!

Does Work

▪ Lake St at Bike Path

▪ Lafyette St, Massachusetts 

Ave - RRFB

▪ Broadway, Bates Rd, River St

Doesn’t Work

▪ Appleton and Park crosswalk

▪ Downing Sq

▪ Mass Ave at Water St

▪ Medford St at Mystic Valley Pkwy at High St - No crosswalks

▪ Add crosswalk on Bow St near Sunset at bikeway entrance

▪ Beacon at Warren - Daylight intersection

▪ Massachusetts Ave and Lowell St - foot of the rocks  - no 

crosswalk

▪ Massachusetts Ave at Lake St - add right turn lane

▪ Massachusetts Ave at Park Ave - need right turn lights
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Where We Are & Where We Are Headed
Yesterday’s Grid Compared to Tomorrow’s

▪ We’re On Our Way. Achieving the States's 

climate & clean energy goals is an ongoing 
success story that’s already under way.

▪ Upgrades Ahead. It will require an electric 
network buildout & upgrades at a significant 

pace and scale, in collaboration with 
customers, communities, policymakers & 
other stakeholders.

▪ Meaningful Engagement. Those potentially 

impacted by the transition deserve to play a 
role in energy discussions that affect their 
lives.
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Achieving a Clean Energy Future
Move Away from Fossil Fuels 

TYPICAL HOUSEHOLD TODAY

700 kWh/month
▪ Lighting, appliances, air conditioning 

(seasonal). 

▪ Heating likely from natural gas, oil or 
propane.

TYPICAL FUTURE HOUSEHOLD 
1,400-2,400 kWh/month

▪ 600 kWh: Lighting, appliances, cooling 
with air-source heat pump (efficiency 

gain of -100 kWh by replacing AC). 
▪ 400 kWh: First electric vehicle 
▪ 400 kWh: Second electric vehicle.

▪ 1,400 kWh: Summer average energy 
Consumption.

▪ 1,000 kWh: Heat pump.
▪ 2,400 kWh: Winter average energy 

consumption.

Image source: Silicon Valley Energy eHub




