
 

 
Transportation Advisory Committee. 

Date: September 10, 2025. 
Time: 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM. 
Location: Conducted via Remote Participation (Zoom). 

Minutes. 

1. Administration. 

Members in Attendance: John Aslanian, Beth Benedikt, Bill Copithorne (DPW), 
Lenard Diggins, Melissa Laube, Ofer Mazor, Kristina Osborn, 
Emily Prud’hommeaux, Scott Smith, James Stubbe (Chair), Laura Swan, and 
Shoji Takahashi. 

Members Absent: Corey Rateau (APD) and Chris Tassone.  

Members of Public in Attendance: Rebecca Gruber, Paul Schlichtman, Claire 
Ricker (DPCD), Petru Sofio, and Joe Solomon.  

The Chair provided notice regarding Remotely Conducted Meetings, referring the 
members to Governor Healey’s legislation of March 28, 2025, which allows public 
bodies to meet in a hybrid or remote format while also allowing participants at 
town meetings to participate remotely. 

The Chair reviewed the meeting ground rules and announced that the meeting 
was being recorded. 

B. Pedestrian Flag Requests – Status. 

Pedestrian flags are installed at 22 locations throughout the Town. The previous 
17 locations have been refreshed. Pedestrian flags will be removed when an 
RRFB is installed at that location.  

C. Approval of July 9, 2025 Meeting Notes. 

Minutes for the July 9, 2025 Meeting were approved. 
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D. Correspondence Sent/Received from 7/4/25 – 9/5/25. 

• None. 

E. John Alessi (DPCD). 

TAC stated its appreciation for John Alessi and the work he did for TAC and the 
Town. He has now moved onto a different job, and TAC wishes him well. 

2. Public Comments (for information only, not for action).  

A. To submit a “fix” request, go to Arlington’s Question/Answer Center at: 
https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhv
o3))/supporthome.aspx 

B. To submit a new transportation infrastructure request, go to Arlington’s 
Roadway Safety Request form at: https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-
governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form.  

3. Discussion Master Plan (Claire Ricker, DPCD). 

Claire Ricker, Director of DPCD, presented the slides on the Master Plan (or 
Comprehensive Plan). This is an approximately 6-month process with a kickoff 
planned for April, 2026. The consultant leading the Master Plan process is 
Stantec.  

This is an appropriate time to revisit the Comprehensive Plan as the last one was 
conducted in 2015. The goal is to have a final draft for comment by the end of the 
year for approval by Town Meeting in the spring.  

Andy Greenspon inquired if the Town will pursue Vision Zero and safety zones 
along Mass Ave. Scott Smith agreed that this is an appropriate time to revisit the 
Comprehensive Plan. He noted the changes in Mass Ave street design, traffic 
patterns following COVID-19, reduction in MBTA bus service, and increased 
micromobility options such as electric scooters and ebikes.  

Claire Ricker responded that many people have expressed support for Vision 
Zero, and safety is a priority. She added that DPCD will consider how to pursue it 
following acceptance of the Traffic Calming Guide. Len Diggins commented that 
there is no political opposition to Vision Zero.  

https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhvo3))/supporthome.aspx
https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wuqodzqwd0qhvo3))/supporthome.aspx
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-form
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4. Town Issues/Activities (not already on the agenda). 

A. Update from the Department of Planning and Community 
Development (in absentia John Alessi, DPCD). 

Stratton SRTS: Select Board vote in November to move forward with the project, 
which is on-track for construction next spring.  

Traffic Calming Guide: public-facing guide is being finalized, and the prioritization 
tool is almost complete. This project will conclude this summer. 

Bike Racks: contractor bids completed, which will be overseen by the Town 
Manager. 

Broadway Redesign: contracting in process by MassDOT. The project is set to 
begin in July. 

Park Ave. Committee is reviewing the traffic data.  

Mass Ave and Appleton St: MassWorks Grant application in process. 

Minuteman Bikeway/Ryder St/Burns Arena: preliminary design completed.  

B. Update from the Department of Public Works (Bill Copithorne, DPW). 

Safety Zone: Highway Division is working on installing the signs. 

Mass Ave Resurfacing: short stretch of Mass Ave complete.  

Road rehabilitation: Marathon St, Harlow St, and Everett St (includes sidewalk 
and curbs) are underway with final surfacing scheduled for July/August. 

Watermain Replacement: Pleasant St watermain work will continue into August. 
National Grid has additional work on this route after the watermain upgrades are 
completed. 

MWRA Regional Water Transmission Lines: MWRA project at the Arlington-
Lexington border that will entail evening work.  

Mystic Bridge: utility work continues into November. Utility companies will do 
work in the winter. 

RRFB: MassDOT initiated the order process; the equipment will not be ready 
until November. The Town may delay the order until the spring as MassDOT has 
requirements when the RRFB must be installed after receipt.  

Road Striping and Markings: Scott Smith noted that newly striped lane markings 
on Mass Ave are good, but the new markings on Rt 60 near the roundabout are 
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problematic. ABAC and the Medford Bike Committee are discussing them, 
adding that DCR is responsible for the road markings.  

C. There was no update from the Police Department. 

5. Discussion: Parks and Fields – Safety Zone. 

Jim Stubbe presented the slides. Comments on the specific locations. 

Parmenter School: Rebecca Gruber expressed concern for Gray St traffic: 
diverting traffic to Gray St will make it more dangerous for pedestrians to cross at 
Gray St and Pleasant Ave. 

Spy Pond: John Aslanian said that this location needs more than a Safety Zone 
to enhance pedestrian safety due to the roadway geometry and foot-traffic 
volume. Ofer Mazor observed the absence of sidewalks at the turns by the 
Arlington Boys & Girls Club. Bill Copithorne responded that this is a private way; 
he asked about the permissibility of naming a Safety Zone on a private way. 
Shoji Takahashi suggested speed-bump installation to calm vehicle traffic.  

Robbins Farm Park: consider adding a fence along Eastern Ave from 
Grandview Rd eastward to the start of a Safety Zone. The intent would be to 
direct pedestrians to the marked cross walks. Beth Benedikt responded that 
users of the baseball fields do not use the marked crosswalk as it is located too 
far away.  

Other park locations: discussion postponed to the next meeting. 

6. Vote: Arlington Center and Capitol Sq Safety Zones.  

Capitol Sq / East Arlington: Ofer Mazor discussed the slides, noting that East 
Arlington has a higher number of crashes per distance compared to Arlington 
Center. Bill Copithorne asked if there was concern of implementing a Safety 
Zone having double lane in one direction. John Aslanian responded that 
Lexington Center is a Safety Zone and has double lanes in both directions.  

Laura Swan praised the work of the Safety Zone Committee. This is an important 
location for Safety Zone as some drivers drive slowly while others drive very fast 
given the straight road.  

Motion to send to the Select Board a recommendation for Safety Zone in 
Capitol Sq / East Arlington passed unanimously. 

Arlington Center: discussion postponed to the next meeting. 
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7. Washington / Overlook / Ronald. 

Scott Smith and Shoji Takahashi summarized the slides. APD acquired traffic 
data when school was in session. The data showed that speeding is not 
problematic in these locations. Traffic data do not support an all-way stop at this 
location based on MUTCD guidelines The Working Group is considering other 
options to increase safety.  

8. Discussion: Town Day – Sign up and planning. 

TAC has acquired ~60 walking safety flashing lights that will be giveaways to 
residents visiting the TAC/ABAC Booth at Town Day. TAC will also display 
pedestrian flags and canisters. Scott Smith has created crash maps to display. A 
signup sheet will be shared for volunteers. 

9. Adjourn. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm. 


