
Arlington Commission for Arts & Culture Minutes 

Thursday, Oct. 2, 2025 
Time: 7:00-8:30p 
Location: Hybrid - Town Hall Annex and Zoom (register in advance) 

Present: Stewart Ikeda, Jessica Chao, Anne Thomson, Sarah Morgan-Wu 
Absent: Parmit Singh (proxy), Laurie Bogdan (proxy), Tom Formicola, Christine Noah 
Guests: Nora Chan, Katie Luczai, Matt Mayerchak, Teresa Cader 

7:00-7:05​

7:05-7:15 

1. Welcome

2. Minutes – For approval: September Minutes 
All in favor

3. DPCD & Chair Updates 7:15-7:30​
● Brief update: Anyone who is interested in being Treasurer talk to the co-chairs; this role

would be supported by DPCD and collaborative with the chairs. Any interest in co-chair?
● Recruiting More Commissioners; please actively share this with potential candidates.

Currently 4 spots down from where we should be. Looking for people with experience in
fundraising and financial.

● AMPUp Meeting for arts, culture and historical leaders at 20 Academy Street (community
center), Wednesday October 15, 7:30-9PM. Commissioners should try to join this
meeting.

● Interactive map online where you can pin a location and make comments or post ideas
for AMPUp is here. Commissioners should take a look at what’s there, and make
suggestions. We could promote this in our newsletters, emails, social media etc.

● Last year had a business summit with the chamber. This year we will engage with the
business community again, and learn about vision

● Having a larger town wide meeting on Oct. 30 at AHS- share draft goals from committee
● October 18 Jean Flanagan-led poetry reading in celebration of Chris Frost’s installation

in the Town Hall garden will be rescheduled for the spring, as a 250-themed event.
● Battle of Menotomy reenactment will happen again next year with beer hall for Patriot’s

Day Weekend
● Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC) planning meeting in Arlington October 29.

Stewart invited to talk about our work and give tours? He’ll be sending more info soon.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q-IV9vkNb-bJlEXWGHi9NNWWfh10wcgxtttbqMRXP3U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m3DOQLWk5vjWXbGJTWa8J6kokNEmNUWYNT9j1hV6pbw/edit?usp=sharing
https://engagestantec.com/arlington-comp-plan


4. Community Engagement Updates 7:20-7:50 
● Debrief on Bike Party and Town Day: Bike Party was a huge success, music was great.

Over a hundred people participated in bling your bike.
● 3 new utility boxes have been painted
● Actively soliciting nominations for new Poet Laureate. Teresa Cader is a guest tonight- 

she has a poem about herring, what the Mystic Project has done. She can share this.
We can incorporate this with the fish mural project- between now and spring. Can have
an event with Teresa.

● ACAC can have more involvement with Poet Laureate role’s planning process
● Al asks people to participate in Inktober- it’s a yearly October drawing event that

happens on Instagram. There’s a list of prompts. Word for every day- very inclusive.
People should post and tag #Inktober.

● Spy Pond Fun Day: Nora attended and said it was a lot of fun; she helped with the
activities. Some high school students were there doing community service, and helped
with a leaf printing project.

● Cecily is working on the fish painting project. Will build community and awareness about
ACAC. Showing what can happen when hundreds of people work together. She’s been
testing the materials, seeing if they stick, etc. First painting projects will happen with the
Mystic River Watershed Association.

● Dance of the Herring event happening this weekend- would be interesting to experience
● Some of the climate future markers have been damaged- Cecily will look at and

hopefully fix
● Opening reception for exhibition featuring 3 of our 250-themed projects at ACA October

9.
● Matt had a new idea involving songwriters- using prompts, maybe in February? We’ll

discuss more in the community engagement meeting.

5. Marketing Updates 7:50-8:00 
● New collateral and ads designed by Laura and Maria
● Website is being updated
● Interest in attending Chamber events as ambassadors
● Music for Chamber-organized Trick or Treat event; Matt is looking into this
● Job description for this Marketing Coordinator completed; reviewing regulations that

would permit interested internal candidate

6. Cultural District 8:00-8:15 
● No discussion

7. New Business 8:15-8:30p 
● Grants - Applications due October 18

https://artsarlington.org/2025/09/grants-committee-announces-opening-of-the-2026-gran
t-application-cycle/

● https://massculturalcouncil.org/local-council/arlington/

Next meeting will be Thursday, November 6, 2025 from 7:00-8:30p 

https://artsarlington.org/2025/09/grants-committee-announces-opening-of-the-2026-grant-application-cycle/
https://artsarlington.org/2025/09/grants-committee-announces-opening-of-the-2026-grant-application-cycle/
https://massculturalcouncil.org/local-council/arlington/

	 



