Transportation Advisory Committee.

Date: October 8, 2025.
Time: 7:00 PM — 9:00 PM.
Location: Conducted via Remote Participation (Zoom).

Minutes.

1. Administration.

Members in Attendance: John Aslanian, Beth Benedikt, Bill Copithorne (DPW),
Lenard Diggins, Melissa Laube, Ofer Mazor, Kristina Osborn, Emily
Prud’hommeaux, Scott Smith, James Stubbe (Chair), Laura Swan and Shoji
Takahashi, and Chris Tassone.

Members Absent: Corey Rateau (APD).

Members of Public in Attendance: Holly Russell, Paul Schlichtman, and Joe
Solomon.

The Chair provided notice regarding Remotely Conducted Meetings, referring the
members to Governor Healey’s legislation of March 28, 2025, which allows public
bodies to meet in a hybrid or remote format while also allowing participants at
town meetings to participate remotely.

The Chair reviewed the meeting ground rules and announced that the meeting
was being recorded.

B. Approval of September 10, 2025 Meeting Notes.
Minutes for the September 10, 2025 Meeting were approved.

C. Correspondence Sent/Received from 9/5/25- 10/3/25.

e Memo sent to Select Board for approval: East Arlington Safety Zone.
Ofer Mazor presented earlier this week, and it was approved. TAC will
discuss it with Jim Feeney to add it to the DPW priority list.

e Len Diggins moved to Somerville. As such, he has resigned from the
Select Board. He will continue on TAC for the time being to assist with
the communication between the Select Board and TAC.
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2. Public Comments (for information only, not for action).

A. To submit a “fix” request, go to Arlington’s Question/Answer Center at:
https://arlingtonma.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/ rs/(S(bsbaz15s3wugodzgwd0
ghvo3))/supporthome.aspx

B. To submit a new transportation infrastructure request, go to Arlington’s
Roadway Safety Request form at: https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-
governance/boards-and-committees/select-board/roadway-safety-request-
form.

3. Town Issues/Activities (not already on the agenda).
A. Update from the Department of Public Works (Bill Copithorne, DPW).\
Safety Zone: Highway Division has installed signs on Summer St.

Road rehabilitation: Marathon St and Everett St are mostly complete. Harlow
St sidewalk and curbs are under construction; paving will follow.

Curb Ramp Project: construction restarted this week on Jason St near Gray
St/ Irving Ave, and at Hardy School near Brooks Ave.

Mystic Bridge: Phase 1 demolition on the eastern side is nearly complete. The
goal is to have the bridge deck in place before the end of the construction
season (~mid-November). Eversource will be performing utility work during
the winter. Phase 2 construction will begin in April, 2026.

RRFB: MassDOT awarded six locations to the Town, and 3 or 4 will be
installed this season. The top priorities are Chestnut St and the Mass Ave /
Dundee St crosswalk (Arlington Heights near Trader Joes). Other crosswalks
that will receive RRFBs include Park Ave / Oakland Ave and Eastern Ave at
Brackett School.

B. There was no update from the Department of Planning and Community
Development.

C. There was no update from the Police Department.

4. Vote: Arlington Center Safety Zones.

Arlington Center: Ofer Mazor presented the slides. John Aslanian asked why the
section near AHS is not a School Zone. Ofer Mazor and Paul Schlichtman, as a
member of the School Committee, commented that in the recent past high
schools did not qualify for school zones. Additionally, there are time limits on
School Zone speed limits beyond school hours, and AHS is used beyond school
hours.

Paul Schlichtman asked about addressing for safety reasons the possibility that
Schouler Ct might be used as a possible future cut-through. Bill Copithorne
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7.

responded that Mill Brook Dr extends to approximately the traffic circle by
AHS/Menotomy Preschool and Schouler Ct extends partway down the slope to
the turn. The connecting road is likely a private way under the jurisdiction of the
School Committee. TAC acknowledged the issues and moved it to a separate
discussion/topic.

A motion to send to the Select Board a recommendation for Safety Zone in
Arlington Center as described in the slides passed unanimously.

. Vote: Irving St / Parmenter Park — Safety Zone.

Parmenter School and Irving St: Jim Stubbe presented the slides (which are
similar to what was previously presented).

A motion to send to the Select Board a recommendation for Safety Zone on
Irving St near Parmenter School as described in the slides and amended with the
addition of a westbound Safety Zone sign near Academy St passed unanimously.

Pond Ln (near Arlington Boys & Girls Club): Jim Stubbe presented the slides
noting the challenges of the location and it being a private way. Scott Smith
noted that 20 mph Safety Zone is too fast for the location, which mainly serves
pedestrians and cyclists. He suggested the Town discuss with Somerville its
Neighborways program. Len Diggins suggested speed humps as effective in
reducing speed. Andy Greenspon asked about implementing a one-way travel
direction. Ofer Mazor suggested painting lines to delineate a shoulder/walking
area.

Washington / Overlook / Ronald.

Scott Smith and Shoji Takahashi summarized the slides. There were no
questions or comments, and the Working Group will draft a Memo for the Town
Manager as a formal response to the submitted Roadway Request Form.

. Discussion: Town Day.

TAC Members discussed the slide.

. Eversource Grid Work and Opportunity (Ross Doty).

Ross Doty of Eversource presented the slides to introduce the project to TAC
and other stakeholders. Eversource is planning a large-scale transmission
project over the next few years to modernize electric grid infrastructure as part of
Massachusetts NetZero goal by 2050.

Underground cable maintenance plan (UCMP) to replace the connection
between the North Cambridge Substation and the Woburn Substation. Two
alternative routes are proposed: one along Rt 3 and the other along Mystic Valley
Pkwy. The preferred route follows the existing cables under Rt 3 and travels
along Broadway, Warren St, and Mystic St. The alternative route mainly goes
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through Medford and Winchester with a section through Mystic Valley Pkwy.
Construction is scheduled to start 2028 with a 5-year construction timeline.

Andy Greenspon noted that Broadway is being redesigned and will be
reconstructed. The preferred route requires Broadway be under construction
again. Eversource responded that it will be restored after the cables are
replaced.

Shoji Takahashi said that Rt 3 and Broadway support MBTA bus routes and 5-
year construction timeline will be disruptive. Scott Smith added that Chestnut St
is a bottleneck and inquired as to how long a section of construction would take
as parking and detours will be required. Eversource responded that the
construction time is to-be-determined and it will need to work with the contractor
to establish a timeline for the sections.

John Aslanian questioned why the preferred route (Rt 3) and alternate route
(Mystic Valley Pkwy) are not switched. Eversource noted that the existing cables
are under Rt 3 and the alternate route along Mystic Valley Pkwy likely crosses
into conservation and parkland areas.

10. Adjourn.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.



