Arlington Commission for Arts & Culture

Thursday, November 6, 2025
Time: 7:00-8:30p
Location: Hybrid — Town Hall Annex and Zoom

Present: Matt Mayerchak, Laurie Bogdan, Stewart Ikeda, Maria Lobo, Tom Formicola
Absent: Jessica Chao (proxy), Anne Thomson (proxy), Sarah Morgan-Wu (proxy), Parmit Singh
Guests: Nora Chan, Katie Luczai

1. Welcome 7:00-7:05p

2. Minutes — For approval: October Minutes 7:05-7:15p

Passes unanimously with Laurie abstaining

3. DPCD & Chair Updates 7:15-7:30p

Brief update: Anyone who is interested in being Treasurer talk to the co-chairs; this role
would be supported by DPCD and collaborative with the chairs. Any interest in co-chair?
Recruiting More Commissioners; please actively share this Commissioner Opening
description with potential candidates

Report on Oct. 15 AMPUp Meeting for arts, culture and historical leaders

Report on Oct. 30 from AMPUp Meeting with Stantec at High School. Discussion of
suggestions and sticky dot activity for Arts & Culture.

Review of AmpUp interactive suggestion map - we should review and vote for things like
sculptures and murals and cultural spaces

Stewart provided update on Spaces and PLACE Acts. Stewart had testified on Beacon
Hill before the Joint Commission on Arts, Culture and Tourism in support of the PLACE
Act. ACAC should endorse both acts.

DPCD updates: Katie says that planning for Town Meeting is approaching. If we want to
raise possible warrant items, now is the time to start planning.

DPCD will be doing Winter Market December 13 11-5PM in Town Hall with Arlington
Brewing; looking for artists. Fee would be a donation to Arlington Eats.

Marketing Coordinator job description deadline two weeks - Nov. 21. It has been posted
on Town Channels and socials.

AG has approved change in age restrictions for committee volunteers; Katie will confirm
with Town Counsel


https://docs.google.com/document/d/19NutYRVLqyX4iFmP1TFR966ZxgSm8PwfGj5uB_HkE2w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m3DOQLWk5vjWXbGJTWa8J6kokNEmNUWYNT9j1hV6pbw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m3DOQLWk5vjWXbGJTWa8J6kokNEmNUWYNT9j1hV6pbw/edit?usp=sharing
https://engagestantec.com/arlington-comp-plan
https://www.mass-creative.org/news/2025-creative-space-and-place-hearing

Community Engagement Updates 7:20-7:50p

Laurie: Talking with Town about a sculpture on the Bikeway where Ryder crosses by the
Rec Center.

New issue of Visit Arlington Magazine has several features on ACAC and 250 topics,
including articles on Arlington’s murals, the Plants, People and Revolution exhibition, our
ad, and a profile of Stewart.

Collaborative Fish murals: Cecily has met with Mystic River Watershed onboard as a
partner, along with Mystic Open Studio and ACA Vacation Week Camps; Meeting with
Middle and High Schools; applied for a Grants Committee grant to support. They are
looking at this as a Community Engagement activity.

Climate Futures markers were all vandalized or stolen; Katie was going to talk to Police.
Idea was to memorialize them in wheatpaste installation on Fox Library and seek
publicity.

Thanks to Matt for providing music for Halloween partnership with the Chamber of
Commerce. Very well attended. We learned that there are issues with the electricity on
the poles in Broadway Plaza but we were able to use ACAC’s generator that Nicole
purchased.

Grants Committee Updates 7:50-8:00p

Deferred until next meeting

Cultural District 8:00-8:15p

Presented talk on ACAC’s work at MCC Kickoff celebration at Multicultural Arts
MAPC and MCC tours of the Cultural District were a success

New guidelines forthcoming for Cultural Districts - Redesigning the Cultural Districts
Initiative blog article

New Business 8:15-8:30p

Matt: Interested in a contact database with a research project for performers and
venues. Would Tom be willing to help with outreach to the Porchfest lists? ACA could
put out a call.

Laura: Stats on the newsletter and discussion of website events calendar.

Marketing - Need Commissioners to help reviewing website and noting outdated or
missing information here

Possible ACMI show on youth engagement

Tom: 85 artists at Open Studios in 3 locations, plus Beehive Poets; we had 3000+ last
year.

Next meeting will be Thursday, December 4, 2025 from 7:00-8:30p


https://massculturalcouncil.org/blog/redesigning-the-cultural-districts-initiative/
https://massculturalcouncil.org/blog/redesigning-the-cultural-districts-initiative/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11J5G5OdDcxFi3kLLCnl8aCTOLTDv7JSYmQpv6TxUGaI/edit?usp=sharing

