
Town of Arlington, MA 
Poet Laureate Committee 
 

Meeting Minutes 
Date: Wednesday, September 17, 2025 — 7:00 PM  

Location: Conducted by remote participation 

 
Members Present: Chair Lidia Kenig-Scher, Lenard Diggins, Amy Hampe, 

and Steven Ratiner; Arlington Poet Laureate Jean Flanagan was also in 

attendance 

Members Absent: Stewart Deck 

Arlington Staff Present: none 

 

1) Community time 

No members of the community were present. 

2) Approve minutes of August 20, 2025 meeting 

Ms. Hampe made a motion to approve the August 20, 2025 meeting minutes. Ms. 
Kenig-Scher seconded. Mr. Ratiner abstained. The motion passed. 

3) Discuss next steps for the launch and promotion of the application for the next Poet 

Laureate 

The committee will officially launch the application at Town Day on September 20. The 
group discussed and finalized the poster. Could consider including photos of Poet 
Laureate events in future materials. Ms. Flanagan will get the posters and flyers printed, 
with extra copies available on Town Day for committee members to take for distribution. 
She will post at the library and bookstore.  

Ms. Hampe will request the application be posted on the Town website/email update 
and ask if it can be included in the library newsletter. Ms. Kenig-Scher will share through 
channels including ACAC, The Arlington List on Facebook, and Your Arlington. All 
committee members will share to other channels as they can. 



Ms. Flanagan and Mr. Ratiner are developing an email list and will send out a letter to 
promote the deadline. They will continue working together to share within the poetry 
community and source applicants. 

Mr. Diggins will let the committee know when the Attorney General approves the 
bylaws. Ms. Hampe would update the application and website to reflect the new criteria. 
The committee could then share the opportunity with poets outside of Arlington. 

4) Updates/questions from the current Poet Laureate 

Ms. Flanagan reported that the Anthology sales have been good so far and she will be 
selling them during Town Day. 

5) New business 

There was no new business. 

6) Schedule next meeting 

The committee agreed to meet on Wednesday, December 3 at 7:00 pm. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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