
Consent Agenda for 2026 Annual Town Meeting 
 
Greg Christiana, Arlington Town Moderator 
April 13, 2026 

Introduction 
 
The articles listed in the sections below constitute the preliminary Consent Agenda. After Town 
Meeting Members have had an opportunity during the meeting to request articles to be held from the 
Consent Agenda, Town Meeting will vote on the final Consent Agenda. 
 
Note that the Consent Agenda presented at the meeting will be divided into two parts: a Majority 
Consent Agenda (for articles requiring a majority vote) and a Two-thirds Consent Agenda (for articles 
requiring a two-thirds vote). 
 
For questions about the general criteria for inclusion of articles in the Consent Agenda, see the Consent 
Agenda section of the Town Meeting Guidelines published at https://arlingtonma.gov/townmeeting, 
or contact the Town Moderator at gchristiana@town.arlington.ma.us. Questions about scope of 
motions and discussion under an article can be directed to the Town Moderator as well. 
 
For questions about specifics of articles and the rationales for the recommended vote, please refer to the 
contact cited at the beginning of each section of articles. 
 

Select Board Articles 
 
For questions about articles in this section, contact: 

●​ John Hurd, Select Board Chair – jhurd@town.arlington.ma.us 
●​ Jim Feeney, Town Manager – jfeeney@town.arlington.ma.us 

 
Select Board articles that are administrative in nature or received a vote of "No Action" from the Select 
Board without a declared intention for a substitute motion: 
 

●​ Article 8  Bylaw Amendment / Regulation of Outdoor Lighting  (No Action) 
●​ Article 9  Bylaw Amendment / Native Planting on Public Lands  (No Action) 
●​ Article 13  Bylaw Amendment / Adoption of Updated Version of Town Meeting Time 

○​ Update the cited edition of Town Meeting Time given 4th edition published last year. 
●​ Article 15  Bylaw Amendment / Adoption of Equity Bylaw Pursuant to Massachusetts Cannabis 

Control Commission Regulations  (No Action) 
●​ Article 18  Bylaw Amendment / Regulation of Lead Pipe in Residential and Commercial Housing  

(No Action) 
●​ Article 20  Bylaw Amendment / Canine Control 

○​ Align bylaw with statute; minimal impact in practice. 

https://arlingtonma.gov/townmeeting
mailto:gchristiana@town.arlington.ma.us
mailto:jhurd@town.arlington.ma.us
mailto:jfeeney@town.arlington.ma.us


●​ Article 27  Vote / Envision Arlington Standing Committee Quorum  (No Action) 
●​ Article 33  Acceptance of Legislation / M.G.L. c. 60 Section 62a  (No Action) 
●​ Article 34  Acceptance of Legislation / Waiver of Canine Licensing Fee for Owners 70 and Older 

○​ Align bylaw with statute, minimal impact in practice. 
●​ Article 36  Revolving Funds 

○​ Recurring article to re-authorize funds; approved annually by overwhelming margins. 
●​ Article 37  Disposition Of Real Estate / 0 Reed Street  (No Action) 

 
 

Zoning Articles 
 
For questions about articles in this section, contact: 

●​ Kin Lau, Arlington Redevelopment Board Chair – klau@town.arlington.ma.us 
●​ Claire Ricker, Director of Planning and Community Development 

– cricker@town.arlington.ma.us 
 
Zoning articles that are administrative in nature or received a vote of "No Action" from the 
Redevelopment Board without a declared intention for a substitute motion: 
 

●​ Article 41  Administrative Correction to Multi-Family Housing Overlay District Standards 
●​ Article 56  Development Standards – Off Street Parking and Bicycle Parking  (No Action) 
●​ Article 57  Development Standards-- Bonuses  (No Action) 
●​ Article 58  Frontage (Façade) Build-Out Ratio for Single Family Dwellings  (No Action) 

 
 

Finance Articles 
 
For questions about articles in this section, contact: 

●​ Christine Deshler, Finance Committee Chair – cdeshler@town.arlington.ma.us 
●​ Jim Feeney, Town Manager – jfeeney@town.arlington.ma.us 

 
Finance articles that are annually recurring and non-controversial, request an appropriation of $0, or 
received a vote of "No Action" from the Finance Committee without a declared intention for a substitute 
motion: 
 

●​ Article 61  Positions Reclassification 
○​ Annually recurring motion, involving personnel matters, usually approved unanimously. 

●​ Article 62  Collective Bargaining 
○​ Funding for collective bargaining agreements for personnel working without a contract. 

●​ Article 63  Amendments To FY26 Budgets  (No Action) 
●​ Article 68  Rescind Prior Borrowing  (No Action) 
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●​ Article 70  Appropriation/Financing of Construction or Reconstruction of Sewers and Sewer 
Facilities 

○​ Annually recurring motion, non-controversial, usually approved unanimously. 
●​ Article 71  Appropriation/Financing of Construction or Reconstruction of Water Mains and Water 

Facilities 
○​ Annually recurring motion, non-controversial, usually approved unanimously. 

●​ Article 73  Appropriation/Committees and Commissions 
○​ Annually recurring motion, non-controversial, usually approved unanimously. 

●​ Article 74  Appropriation/Town Celebrations And Events 
○​ Annually recurring motion, non-controversial, usually approved unanimously. 

●​ Article 75  Appropriation/Miscellaneous 
○​ Annually recurring motion, non-controversial, involving indemnifying medical costs of 

certain Town employees, usually approved unanimously. 
●​ Article 76  Appropriation/Water Bodies 

○​ Annually recurring motion, non-controversial, usually approved unanimously. 
●​ Article 78  Appropriation/Harry Barber Community Service Program 

○​ Annually recurring motion, non-controversial, usually approved unanimously. 
●​ Article 81  Appropriation/Pension Adjustment 

○​ Annually recurring motion involving an appropriation of $0, non-controversial, usually 
approved unanimously. 

●​ Article 82  Local Option Taxes  (No Action because no tax options available) 
●​ Article 83  Appropriation/OPEB 

○​ Annually recurring motion, non-controversial, usually approved unanimously. 
●​ Article 84  Transfer of Funds/Cemetery 

○​ Annually recurring motion, non-controversial, usually approved unanimously. 
●​ Article 85  Appropriation/Overlay Reserve 

○​ Annually recurring motion, non-controversial, usually approved unanimously. 
●​ Article 86  Appropriation/Long Term Stabilization Fund 

○​ Annually recurring motion, non-controversial, usually approved unanimously. 
●​ Article 87  Free Cash 

○​ Annually recurring motion, non-controversial, usually approved unanimously. 
●​ Article 88  Appropriation/Fiscal Stability Stabilization Fund 

○​ Required by law to deposit override money into the override stabilization fund. 
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