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MEMORANDUM 
 
RE: Application Period & Criteria for Two Available Sec. 15 Package 

Store Licenses 
 
The Select Board at the meeting of April 13, 2026, voted to institute an 
application period for Section 15 Non-Premise (package store) licenses and 
scheduled a date for the public hearings of said applications.  
 
Applications will be accepted from Monday, August 31, 2026, until Friday, 
September 11, 2026. Applications received during the two-week period will be 
scheduled for a public hearing during the September 28th, Select Board meeting. 
 
In accordance with the current Policies, Rules, and Regulations for All Alcohol 
Package Store Licenses approved on January 12, 2025, and April 13, 2026, the 
Select Board intends the following as minimum quality requirements for 
applications: 
 

(1) Bring to the Town quality shops that provide retail alcohol products in 
attractive surroundings; 
(2) Provide convenient and attractive parking options; 
(3) Improve the variety of shops in Arlington; 
(4) Promote increased foot traffic; and 
(5) Strengthen the Town’s commercial tax base. 

 
Further, the Board adopts the following comparative evaluation criteria to be 
used in weighing the relative merits of the applications meeting the above-
mentioned minimum quality requirements: 

 
(1) Character and financial stability of applicant. 
(2) Experience with other licensed alcoholic beverage operations. 
(3) Appearance of the proposed facility inside and outside and the quality 
of the alcoholic beverage products to be offered. 
(4) Level of direct involvement of the owners or stockholders. 
(5) Consideration given to applicants who propose the sale of food 
products complimentary to the alcoholic beverages being offered. 



(6) Location compliant with zoning and other criteria at the discretion of 
the Board. 
(7) Size of store - in relation to the location appropriately serving all areas 
of Town. With multiple licenses available, the Board will be looking for 
stores that offer a variety of product strategies, consistent with local 
demand. 
(8) Quality of the training program and related procedures to ensure 
enforcement of existing law and regulations with respect to liquor sales 
(TIPS training). 
(9) Hours of operation. 
(10) Completeness and quality of application. 
(11) Input received from abutters and from the general public. 

 
 
Thank you, 
Ashley Maher  
 
Cc:  Jim Feeney, Town Manager 
 Michael Cunningham, Town Counsel 
 Katie Luczai, Economic Development Coordinator 


